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Club Party for December
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Happy Thanksgiving from
all the Board members of
DMWW. Do your best to enjoy
the wonderful holiday. In my
life it is really easy to list many
things that I have to be thankful
for. Even when you think about
it, you’re sure to forget the
many things you could be thankful for. In general, I feel we are
all very blessed.
Thanksgiving also marks a time
to be “at it” in your shop. Working on your special Christmas
gifts takes priority.
Please start thinking about our
Christmas Party, in regard to
which projects you’re going to
bring. They don’t have to be
new, never seen items, so you
can bring all you want. There
are no restrictions. Everyone likes to see all of our
accomplishments. Remember if
it’s too big to bring send a photo
to email@dmwoodworkers.org. All photos
will be displayed on the “big screen.”
See you at the meeting.

John Doy

Issue 233

www.dmwoodworkers.org

December 2019

Officers

President
Chuck Haas
Vice President
Don Opperthauser
Secretary
Gary Weeks
Treasurer
Greg Alberts

Board Members

Program Chair
Peter Kasper
Education Chair
Tom Brumback
Community Service Chair
Joe Hansman
Librarian
Eugene Harms

Volunteer Associates:

Newsletter Editor
Nathan Kress
Data Manager
Brian Messenger
Communication Manager
Doug Rasmussen
Web Manager
Seenu Paladi
Video Manager
Dave Campbell
Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt
Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey
Special Events
Chuck Haas
Public Relations
Ron Stookey
Shop Videos
Mike Crabb
Email Manager
Jodi Alberts
Meeting Refreshments
Ron Jacobson
& Merle Miller
For contacting the Club’s Officers
call the Club’s phone number
515-650-6559.
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Club Calendar - Meetings and Events
Woodsmith Store Seminar: Track Saw Systems
Thursday, December 5, 2018 – 6:30 pm
Woodsmith Store
Club Mingle & Jingle Party
Tuesday, December 10, 2019 – 7:00 pm
Woodsmith Store
Woodsmith Store Seminar: Using the Skew Chisel
Thursday, December 12, 2018 – 6:30 pm
Woodsmith Store
DM Woodturners Club
Saturday, December 14, 2019 – 1:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

Des Moines

Woodworkers

Membership

Current Membership: 393
Membership a year ago: 408

New members:

Don Swanson, Des Moines
Dean Tostenson, Sheffield
Dennis Woline, Osceola
Larry Judas, Ankeny
Dale Howard, Clive
Andy Goodall, Clive
Jens Pedersen, Des Moines

Brad Preston
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2020 Membership Renewals now open
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Renewing early makes the end-of-year scramble less hectic for our volunteers. So far, we’ve
received 2020 dues from 50% of members, compared to 55% at the end of last October. You can
renew online in just a few minutes at dmwoodworkers.org, or bring a check or cash to the next
member meeting on December 10th.
Last year, we updated our dues renewal deadline
policy to simplify the renewal process:

December 2019

2020 Renewal Dues Discount for Current
2019 Members ($25): If paid before December
31st, 2019. Renewing your dues before the end
of the year extends your membership through
the end of 2020, and you get a discount on the
$30 regular price! You will also receive your
new Member Discount Card before your current
card expires on January 15th.
New and Returning Member Dues ($30): If you
join from January through May, your membership
will expire at the end of the current year. If you
join from June through December, your membership will expire at the end of the following year.

News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

Classes are a great way to make a project with an
added plus of sharpening your skills or learning
new ones. Participants in the Tool Chest class are
doing just that. With 2 weeks left, projects are
coming along well. Hopefully, they will be able to
show off their work at our Christmas party. No
pressure folks.

John Twedt

Viv Watrous using
a router to shape
sides for her tool
chest..

Butch McClintic

Bow Making Program Follow-up and Potential Class
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

At the Club’s September meeting Shaun Webb gave
a presentation on how to make Bows. If you were
not able to make the meeting you can view a video
of the presentation on the Club’s website,
dmwoodworkers.org. Shaun has offered to do a
bow making class if there is enough interest from
the members. The class would be conducted after
deer season and might be scheduled for January or
February. If you have an interest in attending a bow
making class, please contact Peter Kasper, 319-5308030 or the education committee at
education@dmwoodworkers.org.
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The Bulletin Board
Ads that you want e-mailed to Members
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure
to include a price for each item plus your
full name and telephone number. Be sure to
double check your spelling – especially your
email address.
The Club receives a small commission on
purchases you make on the WOOD Store
Website provided you access this Website
from the Main Menu > Resources of the
Club’s Website.
Skill Development Classes are a real
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information.

If you are receiving this Newsletter via the
Post Office and have Internet access, change
to Website delivery and save the Club $10
a year on postage and printing. We notify
Members by e-mail when a new Newsletter
has been posted to the Website. To make the
change, e-mail the Club at
data@dmwoodworkers.org
If you have extra tools you no longer use,
consider donating them to Tools for Opportunity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and
Honduras make their businesses more profitable. To learn more or become involved, call
515-292-8154, visit
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.
Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.

Do you have a friend who is interested in
woodworking? Bring them as a guest to the
next meeting.

Club Community Service
Joseph Hansman, Community Service Director

During this holiday season, each of us has a great
many things to be thankful for. Let’s pass some of
that gratitude along to our fellow humans, there’s
plenty of opportunities! Also, even if you can’t take
on some of the efforts I throw out, many of these
groups accept other donations.

We also have a number of opportunities with
Lutheran Services in Iowa. Even if you can’t help
with the larger cabinets, there’s a ton of work
to be done there on smaller items or even financial help plus they serve an incredible group of
individuals. Even if it isn’t woodworking items,
they could use more coffee (apparently they go
through several gallons a day).
Even more recently, I emailed out about the Jewish Federation of Greater Des Moines and the Girl
Scouts, each of which only need your time and
creativity as they are willing and able to assist
with the supplies.
As always, feel free to reach out to me (Joseph
Hansman) with questions, comments and
concerns: community@dmwoodworkers.org or
(712) 790-7783.
Craig Ruegsegger
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November 2019 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

President Chuck Haas opened the meeting with several
jokes which included bus stations, lobsters and a
highway to Hawaii. Thank you Chuck! New members
and guests were introduced. We were reminded to get
to know the members with the white badges; they are
new to the club.
Announcements:
-April 18, 2020 will be the Artistry in Wood. Decide
on you project for the show.
-We continue to need members who are willing to
take an active role within DMWW working on
committees and volunteering to help with the events.
-The Christmas party will be held on our regular
meeting night on December 10. Please bring a show
and tell project and/or send in pictures of projects
that are too big to bring. Bring something sweet or
savory to share with others.
-The Annual Meeting of the DMWW was declared
open. Vice President Don Opperthauser presented
the slate of officers:
President: Chuck Haas
Vice President: Don Opperthauser
Treasurer: Greg Alberts
Secretary: Gary Weeks
A motion was made and seconded to elect the
presented slate of officers. The motion passed.
-Greg Alberts presented the Annual Year End
Financials. There were no questions and the
financials were accepted as presented. Chuck
thanked Greg for his work.
-The Annual Meeting was declared closed.
-John Twedt announced that no one had volunteered
to lead the SIG for this Saturday. Therefore the
meeting was canceled. There will be not SIG in
December.
-Joe Hansman, Community Service Chairman,
reported on the service activities that club members
participated in this past year - Habitat for Humanity,
projects for silent auctions held by several
community organizations and Sleep in Heavenly
Peace. There are several opportunities
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available for club members. They are Lutheran
Services to build portable shelving and cabinets,
Jewish Federation needs a bench, Girl Scouts in
Bondurant have Scouts that need help working on a
wood badge and the Festival of Lights needs
volunteers.
-Tom Brumback is working with Phil Huber for
Spring Classes. Currently, Phil is teaching a class on
building a tool chest.
-Dave Campbell announced that Weekend with
Wood had only 25 slots remaining. If you are
interested, get your reservation in quickly.
-Jamie Retzinger announced that he has walnut, oak
and cypress wood for sale.
-Peter Kasper introduced Tom Whalley whose
program was Crossover Woodworking.
Show and tell:
-John Twedt: TV tray with inlay top and polished finish
-Brad Preston: Wedding wagon with lasered maple
-Mark Schillerstrom: Picture frame with repurposed
maple
-Phil Laudenklos: Cutting board
-John Doy: Bowl made from Hackberry
-Craig Ruegsegger: Vase sculpture
-Butch McClintic: Drill press table
The winner of the Show and Tell drawing was
Brad Preston.
Winners of the door prize drawing: Art Reese, Dave
Freligh, Craig Ruegsegger, Gil Lea, Bob
Kaldenberg, Vivienne Watrous and Dave Campbell.
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Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Volunteers Needed:

The Saturday Morning Furniture Makers Group did
not meet in November. I have not been holding a
Furniture Makers Group meeting in December. See
you all again in January. Have Great Holidays!

Newsletter Mailing:

Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor

Brian Messenger, Data Manager

The Club is looking for volunteers to help with the
different committees and leadership roles. Most of
the opportunities are ‘part time’ and can be shared
between multiple people. If you have any interest
in being a volunteer, please touch base with any
Board or committee member.
- Librarian’s Assistant: This position would be
available during club meetings to help check items
in and out of the library and assist with cataloging
new items that are donated or purchased. Contact
Eugene Harms if you are interested in helping.
mail to: Librarian@dmwoodworkers.org
-Newsletter Proofer: This position would assist the
newsletter editor and would help review and edit
the newsletter. This can be done at home and the
work would usually occur two weeks before each
club meeting. Contact Nathan Kress if you are interested in helping. Content@dmwoodworkers.org.
-Club Photographer: Do you have an interest or
passion in photography. This volunteer would help
take pictures at the Club meetings. This would
include pictures of the presentations, show and tell
items, and general club activities. Contact Nathan
Kress if you are interested in helping.
Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

Phil Laudenklos

Starting next year the newsletter will be distributed
through email and on our website only, and there
will no longer be printed copied mailed to individuals. For the vast majority of the Club’s members this
is not a change to the current system, but this will
affect a few individuals who still receive hard copies
in the mail. If you are one of the individuals who
receives hard copies of the newsletter, please provide your email address to the club to receive future
newsletters. If you do not have an email address and
do not have access to a computer at home or at your
local library, please leave a voicemail at the Club’s
phone number, 515-650-6559, and we will try to find
a way to accommodate you.

News of Interest:

Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor

This is a new column for the newsletter by you, the
Club Member. Do you have any interesting
woodworking related content that you would like to
share with your fellow Cub Members? It could be
sharing who is your favorite online woodworking
presenter, a new tip that you just learned or an
upcoming woodworking tradeshow or class. Please
send any content that you would like to share in the
upcoming newsletter to
content@dmwoodworkers.org.

Des Moines

Woodworkers
Club Obituary
We are sad to say that Bill Van Osdel of Grimes
passed on October 25th. Bill joined the club in 2017.
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Library News

Eugene Harms, Librarian

With the holiday gift giving season upon us, now
is the perfect time to make some timeless wooden
toys. Children will love to play with a beautifully
crafted wooden toy. Toys made
from wood are eco-friendly and
safe. Check out these books from
the library for inspiration and
instruction.
Working Wooden Toys by Marion
Millett (745.592 Millett)
How to Make Animated Toys by
David Wakefield
(745.592 Wakefield)
Wild, wacky toys that walk, wiggle, waddle, whirl, stagger, shuffle, shake, rattle and roll. Brilliant
drawings, superb patterns, exploded diagrams and complete step-by-step instructions spur you on to make a Gallivanting Gorilla,
Ornery Lobster, Sub on the Lookout, Cantankerous
Triceratops and 26 other rambling, rambunctious,
animated marvels.
The Great All-American Wooden
Toy Book by Norman Marshall
(745.592 Marshall)
Exploded diagrams, photos, materials lists, & detailed step-by-step
instructions make each woodworking project all but foolproof.

To place a hold on any item in our library
• Open a browser and go to:
www.dmwoodworkers.org
• Click on the LOGIN tab and enter your user
name and password

Wood: Favorite Toys You Can
Make by Larry Clayton (Editor)
(745.592 Clayton)

The Great Mechanical Wooden
Toy Book (The Chilton Hobby
Series) by Edward A. Baldwin
(745.592 Baldwin)

Better Homes and Gardens Wood
Weekend Toy Projects You Can
Make (745.592 Weekend)
Provides diagrams and instructions for making animal puzzles,
trucks, trains, ships, helicopters,
tractors, toolboxes, doll furniture,
and a Noah’s ark.
The Weekend Woodworker: 40 EasyTo-Build Projects: Shelves and Cabinets, Toys, Tables and Chairs, Boxes
and Mirrors by Rob Yoder (Editor)
(684.08 Yoder)
Step-by-step woodworking projects
specifically made for people who
have limited time to spend in their
shops.
The librarian will pull the item from the library and
have it ready for you to check out at the next member meeting. The library is open for browsing 30
minutes before and after the monthly meeting, and
during the meeting break. Stop in check something
out!

• Click on the MEMBER tab and select Library
Follow the instructions on the page to search
the library catalog and place a hold.
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Mark Schillerstrom
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Time to Update Your
Membership Information
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Video of a Member’s shop is very popular agenda item
at our monthly General Meetings. It is a great shop
idea generator. Mike Crabb produces and edits these
videos for the club. If you are willing to show other
members your shop, give Mike a call at
515-802-6822 or email him at

Video@dmwoodworkers.org

Club Website News
www.dmwoodworkers.org
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Reminder: You can pay your renewal dues
with PayPal or a debit or credit card on our
website, www.dmwoodworkers.org. Just select
Online Payment from the menu once you log in.

Des Moines

Woodworkers
Des Moines Woodworkers Association
3311 100th St Unit 3564
Urbandale, IA 50323-3855

Have you moved? Upgraded your tool inventory?
Changed your email address? Want to get the newsletter by email and save the club a stamp? It might be
time to update your contact information, and all you
need to do is to send Brain an email at
data@dmwoodworkers.org. Thanks for helping us
stay in touch with you!

