
Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Welcome to May!

I hope everyone enjoyed our eight 
months of programs, I know I did. 
Thank you to Ron Hilliard and his 
Program Committee for arranging a 
fine line up. Ron has been doing this 
for a while and has kept us enter-
tained and informed. He is turning the 
Program Committee over to Peter Kasper. A BIG 
THANK YOU to Ron for many fine programs and 
a welcome to Peter. The shoes are big but I’m sure 
Peter is up to the task.
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Thinking about our programs reminds me 
of the great expertise that exists in our Club. 
I’m thinking about John Twedt’s March 
program, while John is a real Master of our 
craft, I’m sure there are others of you that 
could demonstrate a technique or method 
they have learned and share it with the 
Club. As it was evident that John didn’t stand 
up and expound ad-lib on bending wood; he 
prepared as any good teacher would. I know 
there are others that, with some preparation, 

could teach us some new tricks. Think about it and 
step forward. I challenge you!!

See you at the May meeting.

Thank you to everyone who assisted with 
the Waukee Area Christian Services silent 
auction. We had four submissions from our group 
and Melissa stated “Beautiful work and 
everyone has been super nice.” Thank you to 
those that submitted!

We have more activities in the works, but in the 
meantime I would like to encourage anyone who 
knows of any events that our club can get in-
volved with to reach out to me. I live in Waukee 
so it is easy for me to find smaller events out this 
way, but I know we have members across central 
Iowa so send in whatever you find to
community@dmwoodworkers.org.

Club Community Service 
Joseph Hansman, Community Service Director

Club Meeting Program for May
Ron Hilliard, Program Committee Chair

The final program of the year will feature Chris 
Fitch from Woodsmith Magazine. Chris specializes 
in design and engineering of projects for the maga-
zine and will focus on CNC routers. He has built a 
router CNC and will demonstrate its uses and 
design features. We look forward to having Chris 
transport us into the Next Generation 
of woodworking. 

Dave Freligh 
Ken Rummer 
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Membership 
Current Membership: 370
Membership a year ago: 389

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

DM Woodturners Club
Saturday, May 11, 2019 – 1:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

Club General Meeting
Tuesday, May 14, 2019 – 7:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

SIG - Furniture Making
Saturday, May 18, 2019 – 9:30 am
Woodsmith Store

Woodworkers
Des Moines

Woodworkers
Des Moines

New members:
Jerry Brown - Polk City
Bruce Rittgers - Dallas Center

Club Website News 
www.dmwoodworkers.org 
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    

Have you used the new video library on our website? Our 
volunteers hope to begin making similar improvements to 
the whole site this summer. If you’d like to help us test the 
new designs on your desktop PC, tablet or smart phone, 
please send us a note at web@dmwoodworkers.org and 
we’ll get you set up in the beta testing group. (Please let 
us know the desktop, phone and/or tablet you use in your 
email). Thank you, and have a great summer!
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Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

In addition to a fine collection of books, the library 
has several videos featuring instruction and demon-
strations. One of the better series is Marc Adams’ 
technical techniques. Marc Adams is the owner 
of one of the largest and best-known woodwork-
ing schools in the country: Marc Adams School of 
Woodworking. The production quality of the video 
is very good, with good lighting and clear, tight 
shots to show the detail. Marc’s no-nonsense deliv-
ery is clear and easy to understand. This video series 
was one of the first to use video to show wood-
working techniques. There are many videos on the 
Internet, with varying results and quality. But Marc 
Adams video set is worth checking out.

The library has these Marc Adams videos:
• Finishing techniques with Marc Adams
• Sharing Secrets Methods of Work
(Marc Adams)

• Furniture making techniques with
Marc Adams. - Part 1

• Furniture making techniques. - Part II
• Workshop Safety
• Router jigs and fixtures
• Fabricating with laminates
• Marquetry: Art of Veneering
• Joinery
• Wood bending techniques

To place a hold on any item in our library 
• Open a browser and go to:

www.dmwoodworkers.org
• Click on the LOGIN tab and enter your user 

name and password
• Click on the MEMBER tab and select Library 

Follow the instructions on the page to search 
the library catalog and place a hold.

The librarian will pull the item from the library 
and have it ready for you to check out at the next 
member meeting. The library is open for 
browsing 30 minutes before and after the 
monthly meeting, and during the meeting break. 
Stop in check something out!

Craig Ruegsegger



Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at  email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure 
to include a price for each item plus your 
full name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address. 

The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this Website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

Skill Development Classes are a real 
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in 
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up 
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information. 

Do you have a friend who is interested in 
woodworking? Bring them as a guest to the 
next meeting.

The Bulletin Board
If you are receiving this Newsletter via the 
Post Office and have Internet access, change 
to Website delivery and save the Club $10 
a year on postage and printing. We notify 
Members by e-mail when a new Newsletter 
has been posted to the Website. To make the 
change, e-mail the Club at
data@dmwoodworkers.org

If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit  
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.
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The April meeting of the Saturday Morning 
Furniture Makers Group gave our members a chance 
to show their favorite and sometimes inoperable 
hand planes. People had a great time telling stories 
about their planes and explaining why they enjoyed 
using their hand planes. John Twedt presented 
information about the sharpening of hand 
saws. Tools that needed service and repair were 
discussed and an explanation of the repair process 
was reviewed. Thanks to all who participated 
and attended.

The May meeting of the Saturday Morning Furniture 
Makers Group will be presented by John Twedt. He 
has made a copy of a TV table and will pass out 
plans that can be used to reproduce your own 
copy. John has been practicing the task of the radial 
match on the tops of the tables. He will explain some 
of the problems associated with matching on the 
radius and the technique you will need to use in 
order to cut a successful assembly. Please join us on 
the 18th of May at the Woodsmith store at 9:30 AM.

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

Don Opperthauser

  Chuck Haas
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The meeting was called to order by Chuck Haas at 7 PM. 
He introduced new members, guests and reminded the club 
that members with white name badges were new to the 
club; take a minute and introduce yourself.

SIG News: The furniture builders’ SIG will meet this Satur-
day at 9:30 AM. John Twedt said the topic would be hand 
planes.

Classes: Two more classes will be held. Advanced hand 
tools will be on April 27 and May 4. There is still room 
within the class. On May 18 a sharpening class is offered. 
Phil Huber is teaching both classes.

April 2019 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

Kevin Boyle

Woodworkers
Des Moines

State Fair: Brenda Rekenthaler asked for volunteers 
to work the fair. The deadline for entry of a project is 
July 1.

Announcements: Ron Vander Meyden announced 
that Mel Slaybaugh was selling is shop tools. The 
sale is April 10, 11 and 12.

Program: Ron Hilliard announced that May’s 
program will feature Chris Fitch of Woodsmith 
Magazine who will talk about making your own 
CNC machine.The first summer tour will be June 15 
and will be a tour to Amana Colony. Please reserve 
the date. More details will be released later.

Tonight’s Program: The presenter tonight is Kevin 
Boyle, whose goal was to present practical ideas 
regarding veneering and reduce the anxiety working 
with preparation, selection and glue-up of the veneer. 
He reviewed the when and where to utilize veneers; 
where and how to purchase; equipment and accesso-
ries; prepping the veneer; how to “bag” it; and, how 
to do a four way match. The handout provided an 
outline of the presentation.

Show and Tell:
- Don Opperthauser; cutting board set.
- Craig Ruegsegger; band saw boxes.
- Dave Freligh; game board made by his grandson,
Ben Lewis.

- Randy Offenberger; box
- Chuck Haas; box
- Ken Rummer; tool tote.
The winner of the drawing was Randy Offenberger.

Door prize winners:
Ken Rummer, Mark Sirois, Rex Beisner, 
Matt Oliver, Tom McGuire, Marv Harger, 
Terry Crane, Brad Luhrs.
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Summer Tour to the Amana Colonies
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

Join us for a Tour of the Amana Furniture mak-
ers and The Amana Forestry Sawmill. The tour 
will start with the sawmill and kiln where Amana 
logs are turned into furniture grade lumber. Tour 
participants will have the chance to purchase from 
the fantastic selection of lumber, slabs and turning 
blanks at great prices. We will continue to the work-
shop to see the various tools, methods and work in 
progress of The Amana Furniture and Clock Shop. 
We will take a lunch break at the Ox Yoke Inn for a 
traditional family style meal. The tour continues to 
South Amana & The Schanz Furniture & Refinish-
ing Shop. Several of our hosts are 4th or 5th gen-
eration members of the woodworking community, 
this will be an opportunity to ask them questions 
you won’t want to miss!

Who: 
Club Members are encouraged to bring family. 
When: Saturday, June 15th 10am
Where: Amana Furniture and Clock Shop in Middle 
Amana - 724 48th Ave, Amana, IA 52203
***Meet & Park at the North Parking lot, located at 
the corner of 220th trail & 48th Ave***
Cost: Lunch is on your dime, but the tour is free for 
Members and their guests.
RSVP: club@dmwoodworkers.org
Please RSVP By June 12th for a seat at the 
Ox Yoke Inn.

For More Information:
http://schanzfurniture.com/
2773 Hwy 6 Trail, South Amana, IA 52334
(319) 622-3529

www.amanashops.com/furniture
724 48th Ave, Amana, IA 52203
(319) 622-3291

oxyokeinn.com
4420 220th Trail, Amana, IA 52203
(319) 622-3441

Randy Offenberger 
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I need volunteers to help in the wood project section 
of the Iowa State Fair on the following days before 
the fair starts:
-Saturday August 3, 2019 (Check-in Day)
Volunteers would help exhibitors fill out entry tags,
assist with carrying in projects, if asked, and help
prepare for the judging on Sunday.
-Sunday August 4, 2019 (Wood Carving Judging)
Volunteers would help move carvings during
judging, attach ribbons and prepare for
Monday’s judging.
-Monday August 5, 2019 (Wood Working and
Turning Judging) and (Set up Displays)
Morning volunteers would help move entries for
judging, attach ribbons, etc. Afternoon volunteers
would help set up the display area for the fair.

Help Wanted for the Iowa State Fair
Brenda Rekenthaler

I am also looking for an assistant to help for the 
length of the fair. Duties would include answering 
questions from fair attendees, keeping the display 
tidy, watch the exhibit to try and prevent touching 
of entries and other tasks as assigned. 
This is a paid position.

If you are interested in helping with any of these 
positions, please contact:
Brenda Rekenthaler
Iowa State Fair Wood Projects Superintendent
isfwoodprojects@gmail.com

I want to remind you of some important dates for the Iowa State Fair.
-July 1, 2019: This is the deadline for purchasing your entry tags, remember the fee increased to $5 this
year. Late entries for an additional fee will be accepted until July 8, 2019. Some of the classes have
changed.
Check the classes at: https://www.iowastatefair.org/participate/competition/how-to-enter/
Enter online at: https://iowastatefairentry.org/login.aspx

-August 3, 2019: This is check-in day, your entries need to be at the Cultural Center on the fairgrounds by
4:30 p.m. If you mail you entries they need to arrive before 4:00 p.m., on Friday August 2, 2019.

Important Dates for the Iowa State Fair
Brenda Rekenthaler

On April 27th, another one of our classes took place 
at Chuck Haas’ shop. Instructor Phil Huber helped 
members construct Krenov style sawhorses and tune 
their woodworking skills in the process.  Hurry.... 
we only have one class before summer but there is 
still time to sign up. I know everyone has a bunch 
of dull tools around, so why not sign up for the GET 
SHARP class on May 18 and learn from Phil the 
easy way to keep your tools sharp.

Phil Huber explains join-
ery techniques for making 
sawhorses to class attend-
ees Travis Hutzell, Zach 
Brown, and Judy Heggen. 

News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

Note the box of donuts on the table---fuel for 
eager woodworkers and a fringe benefit for class 
attendees.

Name of Class: Get Sharp
Come learn about the basics of sharpening edge 
tools like chisels and hand plane blades. Bring 
along a chisel to work through some of the steps 
on your own. With what you learn in this one-day 
class, you’ll have a good understanding of what it 
takes to create a razor sharp edge. 
Maximum number of participants: 6-10
Skill level required: Beginner
What you will make: Sharp tools
Date: May 18
Times: 9-11am
Location: Chuck Haas’ Shop (175 S 9th, West 
Des Moines, unit #430.
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Time to Update Your 
Membership Information
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    

Have you moved?  Upgraded your tool inventory?  
Changed your email address? Want to get the newslet-
ter by email and save the club a stamp? It might be 
time to update your contact information, and all you 
need to do is to send Brian an email at  
data@dmwoodworkers.org. Thanks for helping us 
stay in touch with you!

Video of a Member’s shop is very popular agenda item 
at our monthly General Meetings. It is a great shop 
idea generator. Mike Crabb produces and edits these 
videos for the club. If you are willing to show other 
members your shop, give Mike a call at 
515-802-6822 or email him at 

 Video@dmwoodworkers.org

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG 
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there 
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free 
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair
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