
Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Happy New Year!! Hope that 
all had a Merry Christmas and 
in case I didn’t personally wish 
you a Merry Christmas, I do 
so now. Did everyone get their 
Christmas presents finished? I 
can’t answer that as I took a 
break to write this SHORT 
letter.
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Try and clear your calendars for the second 
Tuesday every month so that you don’t miss the 
Club meetings.  We have some great programs 
lined up. Try and be there.

We are still working on our classes for the 
spring. Watch for them. Everyone that attended 
last ones was pleased.

Again Happy New Year.

Club Meeting Program for January
Ron Hilliard, Program Committee Chair

The furniture design and building program at Iowa 
State University has been in operation for many 
years now and has consistently challenged its 
students to integrate creativity and top-notch 
craftsmanship to achieve a high level of artistry. Our 
January 8th presenter, Chris Martin, has been a key 
faculty member of the program and has generously 
presented informative  programs to our club. Chris 

and his wife served a two-year tour of service for 
the Peace Corps in Africa and their art since 
returning shows the clear influence of the African 
culture. We look forward to catching up with Chris 
and learning more about woodworking 
developments at ISU. Club member, Peter Kasper,
a former student of Chris’, will introduce 
the speaker. 

In Memory of Chuck Dowler

Club Member Chuck 
Dowler died November 
10th after a long period 
of poor health. He had 
been a Member of the 
Club for 15 years. Chuck 
was very active in the 
Club’s Woodturning SIG 
before it became the Des 
Moines Woodturners 
Club. From 2007 to 2012

he served as President of the local AAW Chapter 
(American Association of Woodturners).

  Chuck Dowler

He liked all types of woodworking but spent most 
of his shop time turning wood – especially eggs 
and bowls. Chuck was a very methodical and 
accomplished woodturner. He was always quick 
to volunteer to due Club woodturning demon-
strations and classes. In March of 2011, WOOD 
Magazine published a five page feature of Chuck 
turning a green, cherry bowl.

He had owned a big John Deere tractor and 
mowing rig with trailer to do commercial grass 
and weed mowing. He also enjoyed fishing and 
had a nice fishing boat.  Chuck will be missed.



Issue 225 www.dmwoodworkers.com January 2019

Officers
President

Chuck Haas, 279-5980
Vice President

Kevin Kirlin, 519-5104 
Secretary

Gary Weeks, 782-7315
Treasurer

Greg Alberts, 331-3263

Board Members
Program Chair

Ron Hilliard, 277-4055
Education Chair

Tom Brumback, 964-3735
Community Service Chair
Joe Hansman 712-790-7783

Librarian
Eugene Harms, 490-8167 

Volunteer Associates:
Newsletter Editor

Nathan Kress, 664-7763
Data Manager

Brian Messenger, 290-4497
 Communication Manager
Doug Rasmussen, 252-1617

Web Manager
Seenu Paladi, 845-559-3197

Video Manager
Dave Campbell, 480-0966
Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt, 964-9294

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, 277-1555

Special Events
Chuck Haas, 282-1474

Public Relations
Ron Stookey, 277-1555

Shop Videos 
Mike Crabb, 802-6822 
Meeting Refreshments
Ron Jacobson, 490-8333

& Merle Miller, 999-2365

2

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Club General Meeting
Tuesday, January 8, 2019 – 7:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

SIG - Furniture Making
Saturday, January 12, 2019 – 9:30 am
Woodsmith Store

DM Woodturners Club
Saturday, January 12, 2019 – 1:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

Woodworkers
Des Moines

Woodworkers
Des Moines

Membership
Current Membership:412          
Membership a year ago: 428

New members:
Bill Keck, West Des Moines     
Larry Clayton, Ankeny
Ana Garcia, Indianola     
Emmanuel Garcia, Indianola

mailto:video@dmwoodworkers.com
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Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

With winter upon us it’s time to think about caring 
for our feathered friends. Providing food and water 
for the birds just outside your window can provide 
hours of enjoyment watching and counting the avian 
visitors. There are two books in our library 
collection that may improve your chances of 
attracting birds to your backyard.

Bird Feeders: Step-by-step 
Project Plans by Ed 
Baldwin is a collection of 19 
attractive designs that are as 
enjoyable to build as they are 
to view. Detailed step-by-step 
instructions describe how to 
build each of the decorative 
yet functional, easy-to-make 
projects. As an added benefit, 

readers will learn how and what to feed backyard 
birds, and how to keep competitors and predators 
at bay.

The Bird Feeder Book: How 
to Build Unique Bird 
Feeders from the Purely 
Practical to the Simply 
Outrageous by Thom Boswell, 
offers plans and instructions 
for making a variety of bird 

houses, bird feeders, and bird baths, in both tradi-
tional and whimsical styles. Both of these books 
are available now in the library.

To place a hold on any item in our library
1. Open a browser and go to:
https://dmwoodworkers.org/
2. Click on the LOGIN tab and enter your
username and password
3. Click on the MEMBER tab and select Library
4. Follow the instructions on the page to search
the library catalog and place a hold.
5. The librarian will pull the item from the library
and have it ready for you to check out at the next
member meeting.

The library needs your donations. Do you have 
these issues? These are missing from our 
collection:
- Woodsmith Aug/Sep2010 Vol 32 Issue 190
- Woodsmith Dec/Jan 2011 Vol 33 Issue 192
- Woodsmith Jun/Jul 2013 Vol 35 Issue 207
If you’re finished with them, consider donating
them to the library. We are also looking for later
issues of Woodsmith Magazine, from Woodsmith
Jun/Jul 2013 Vol# 35, Issue #207 - to present.
The library will accept any donations of
woodworking and related books and DVDs.

Phil Huber, instructor, demonstrates cut lines for 
the tool tote for hand tool class participants. 
 (L-R, Larry Hylbak, John Carmen, Kathy Carmen, 
Skyller Stickfort, Seenu Paladi, Brett Fuller,
 Phil Huber)

News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

John and Kathy Carmen 
show off their trays and 
boxes made in previous 
classes.  They attended 
all of the classes this fall.  

Congratulation on some great projects.

The final fall skill building class was held on Dec. 
8 at the shop of Chuck Haas. The class focused 
on hand tools and participants made a tool tote 
using their newly learned skills. The classes are a 
great way to improve your skills, make a project, 
and have some fun along the way. Stay tuned for 
updates on future classes for the spring.



Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at  email@dmwoodworkers.com. Be sure 
to include a price for each item plus your 
full name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address. 

The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this Website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

Skill Development Classes are a real 
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in 
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up for 
classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.com for class 
information. 

Do you have a friend who is interested in

The Bulletin Board

woodworking? Bring them as a guest to the 
next meeting.

If you are receiving this Newsletter via the 
Post Office and have Internet access, change 
to Website delivery and save the Club $10 
a year on postage and printing. We notify 
Members by e-mail when a new Newsletter 
has been posted to the Website. To make the 
change, e-mail the Club at
data@dmwoodworkers.com

If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.
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Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG 
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there 
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free to 
email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

The Saturday Morning Furniture Makers Group 
meets the Saturday after the general Club meeting at 
9:30 AM at the Woodsmith Store. Feel free to attend 
and learn about the group participant’s latest wood-
working project design and construction topics.

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

The meeting was called to order by President Chuck 
Haas. He welcomed everyone to the Christmas party. 
The focus of the meeting was to socialize with fellow 
club members, enjoy the desserts brought by club 
members and enjoy the show and tell projects brought 
to the meeting as well as those projects submitted 
electronically. Chuck reviewed the activities of the 
club during the past year and wished all a Merry 

December 2018 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

Christmas! Special thanks to Jodi Alberts who 
created the slide show with show and tell 
projects! Only those members that submitted or 
brought projects were eligible for the door prize 
drawing. The winners of the drawing were:

- Paul Snider: ½ scale mud room bench
- Merle Miller
- Whitney Hilliard: Walnut gift box
- Mike Myers: Linen press
- John and Kathy Carman: Pine bench, Walnut    

router bowl
- Robert Harkrader: Spiral staircase
- Larry Hylbak: Bench
- Phil Smith
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The Club Board has updated the member dues renew-
al deadline policy. The new policy is to help simplify 
the renewal membership process. The new policy is 
as follows:

New Member Dues ($30): If you join from Janu-
ary through May, your membership will expire at the 
end of the current year. If you join from June through 
December, your membership will expire at the end of 
the following year.

Club Member Renewal Dues Changes 2019 Renewal Dues for Current 2018 Mem-
bers ($25): If paid before December 31st, 
2018. Renewing your dues before the end of 
the year extends your membership through the 
end of 2019, and saves you $5. You will also 
receive your new Member Discount Card be-
fore your current card expires January 15th.

Reinstatement Dues ($30): For 2018 Mem-
bers who do not renew during the Renewal 
Dues Discount Period ending 12/31/2018 and 
pre 2018 Members who did not renew for 
2018. 2019 dues are the same as New Member 
Dues shown to the left. 

Club Membership Renewal 

Winter is here, and now is a great time to think 
about renewing your membership for 2019. You 
can renew in just a few minutes by using PayPal

or your Credit Card. Just visit our website and 
select Online Payment from the main menu, or 
enter the following address to go directly there: 
https://www.dmwoodworkers.org/online-
payment

If you prefer, you can send a check for $30.00, 
payable to Des Moines Woodworkers 
Association to: Des Moines Woodworkers 
Association
3311 100th St Unit 3564
Urbandale IA 50323-3855 

The Community Service group within our club is 
looking forward to the opportunity to give back to our 
community and find new ways to really bring out the 
knowledge, passion and dedication we all have for 
the craft. As part of that, I can’t do this alone and hope 
that we all can pitch in with whatever we can, be it 
time/materials/knowledge/shop space/ideas. Hopefully 

in 2019, we can have one big community effort and 
also a couple smaller ones to find something for 
everyone. In January, I plan on sharing the planned 
process towards achieving those goals. To help out, 
feel free to email me at
 community@dmwoodworkers.org or call the club 
phone number: 515-650-6559, select option 6 to 
leave me a voicemail.

Club Community Service 
Joseph Hansman, Community Service Director

New Mailing Address

The Des Moines Woodworkers Association has a 
new general mailing address:

Des Moines Woodworkers Association
3311 100th St Unit 3564
Urbandale, IA 50323-3855

Woodworkers
Des Moines

Please send checks (for dues and classes), 
new member applications, and any other 
correspondence to this address and we will 
get it to the right volunteers!

https://www.dmwoodworkers.org/online-payment
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