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Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Hope everyone enjoyed the “expanded” format of our September meeting. Thanks to everyone
that worked to make the evening
a success. I never fail to be
amazed with how fascinated we
all are with new technology. The
Sawstop table saw is one of those amazing pieces
of modern technology. I think we all learned some
new aspect of the product that we didn’t know about
previously. I know I did.

October 2018

Unfortunately I will be out of town for the
October meeting. It will be in the capable hands
of Tom Brumback; don’t be too hard on him. This
is a program I’m sorry to miss. The good news is
that I can come home and watch it online. This
is a great benefit the Club offers, make sure you
remember it when you can’t attend a meeting.
Eugene, our new librarian, has brought order and
ease of use to the Club’s extensive library. Use it!
As always your feedback and suggestions will be
appreciated. They will only make it better.
See you in November.

Club Meeting Program for October

Club Member Renewal Dues Changes

Our October meeting presenter will be
Bob Hunter, who is the Tool Editor at WOOD
Magazine. We have enjoyed Bob’s presentations in
the past and look forward to his discussion of what’s
new in the world of woodworking tools. Bob’s staff
is responsible for testing new tools coming on the
market and assessing their relative strengths and
weaknesses. We look forward to Bob’s program.

The Club Board has updated the member dues
renewal deadline policy. The new policy is to help
simplify the renewal membership process. The
new policy is as follows:

Ron Hilliard, Program Committee Chair

New Mailing Address

Des Moines

Woodworkers

The Des Moines Woodworkers Association has a
new general mailing address:
Des Moines Woodworkers Association
3311 100th St Unit 3564
Urbandale, IA 50323-3855
Please send checks (for dues and classes), new
member applications, and any other correspondence
to this address and we will get it to the
right volunteers!

New Member Dues ($30): If you join from January through May, your membership will expire at
the end of the current year. If you join from June
through December, your membership will expire
at the end of the following year.
2019 Renewal Dues for Current 2018 Members
($25): If paid before December 31st, 2018.
Renewing your dues before the end of the year
extends your membership through the end of 2019,
and saves you $5. You will also receive your new
Member Discount Card before your current card
expires January 15th.
Reinstatement Dues ($30): for 2018 Members
who do not renew during the Renewal Dues
Discount Period ending 12/31/2018 and pre 2018
Members who did not renew for 2018, 2019 dues
are the same as New Member Dues shown above.

Issue 222

October 2018

www.dmwoodworkers.com

Officers

President
Chuck Haas, 279-5980
Vice President
Kevin Kirlin, 519-5104
Secretary
Gary Weeks, 782-7315
Treasurer
Greg Alberts, 331-3263

Board Members

Program Chair
Ron Hilliard, 277-4055
Education Chair
Tom Brumback, 964-3735
Community Service Chair
Position Open
Librarian
Eugene Harms, 490-8167

Des Moines

Woodworkers
Club Calendar - Meetings and Events
Club General Meeting
Tuesday, October 9, 2018 – 7:00 pm
Woodsmith Store
SIG - Furniture Repair/Finishing
Thursday, October 11, 2018 – 1:00 pm
113 5th St, Valley Junction – Back Door
SIG - Furniture Making
Saturday, October 13, 2018 – 9:30 am
Woodsmith Store
DM Woodturners Club
Saturday, October 13, 2018 – 1:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

Volunteer Associates:

Newsletter Editor
Nathan Kress, 664-7763
Data Manager
Brian Messenger, 290-4497
Communication Manager
Doug Rasmussen, 252-1617
Web Manager
Seenu Paladi, 845-559-3197
Video Manager
Dave Campbell, 480-0966
Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt, 964-9294
Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, 277-1555
Special Events
Chuck Haas, 282-1474
Public Relations
Ron Stookey, 277-1555
Shop Videos
Mike Crabb, 802-6822
Meeting Refreshments
Ron Jacobson, 490-8333
& Merle Miller, 999-2365
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Email Service
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Have you moved? Upgraded your tool inventory? Got a
new smart phone? You may need to update your contact
information and all you have to do is to send an email to the
Club at data@dmwoodworkers.com

Des Moines

Woodworkers

Membership

Current Membership: 394
Membership a year ago: 396

New
Members

Kathy Carman, Adel
Charlie Cochran, Des Moines
Jennifer Hilmes, Des Moines
Buck Reper, Lorimar

Returning
Members

Dave Booth, Des Moines
Hay Eaton, Waukee
John Doy, West Des Moines
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Club Website News www.dmwoodworkers.org
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Reminder: You can pay your renewal dues with
PayPal or a debit or credit card on the
www.dmwoodworkers.org website. Just select Online
Payment from the main menu.
The Des Moines Woodworkers now has an Instagram
account, dmwoodworkers, for anyone who would
like to follow us that way. You can find a link on the
front page of our website next to the link to our
Facebook page.

The club will also be asking members about what
they’d like to see changed or improved on our
website, as well as what should be maintained as
we make some improvements in the coming year.
If you already have some ideas or would like to
get involved, please let us know by emailing
web@dmwoodworkers.com.

September 2018 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

Meeting was called to order by Chuck Haas. Before
the meeting a social gathering and picnic took place
outside the meeting room at Woodsmith. Thank you
to the Programming Committee for organizing the
social gathering.
Reports:
Member Dues: The Board has updated the policy for
member dues renewal deadlines. Refer to the separate
article in the Newsletter for additional information.
-Tools for Opportunity: Gene Pedersen reminded
the group that Tools for Opportunity will be
traveling to El Salvador and members interested
in participating in the trip should contact Gene.
-Furniture SIG: The program this month will be
on Kevin Ketelsen’s marble machine.
-Holiday Party/Meeting: Ron Hilliard presented
options for possible changes to the current holiday
party/December meeting.
-Library Minute: Eugene Harms reported that
library inventory has been loaded onto the website
within the members section. He invited members
to check it out.
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Program:
Representatives from the Saw-Stop company
presented on developments in safe tool technology
and demonstrated the Saw-Stop technology on a
hot dog.
The shop tour video was of Frank Waterman’s
shop.
Show and Tell:
-The winner was Brad Preston with
Magnetic Knife Holder.
Members that brought projects to show were:
-Ben DeLong: End Table.
-Bill Fanter: Carved Clock Face.
-Butch McClintic: Slideshow of Finished
Cabinet Doors
-LeRoy Monson: Turned Bowls.
-Steve Sutton: Table and Pocket Hole
Plug Cutter Jig.
-Tom Whalley: Moving Flying Flag.
Door prize winners: Nathan Burkhalter, Ben
DeLong, Chuck Haas, Engine Harms, Art Reese,
Larry Squier, Tom Whalley

The Bulletin Board
Ads that you want e-mailed to Members
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at email@dmwoodworkers.com. Be sure
to include a price for each item plus your
full name and telephone number. Be sure to
double check your spelling – especially your
email address.
The Club receives a small commission on
purchases you make on the WOOD Store
Website provided you access this Website
from the Main Menu > Resources of the
Club’s Website.
Skill Development Classes are a real
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.com for class
information.

If you are receiving this Newsletter via the
Post Office and have Internet access, change
to Website delivery and save the Club $10
a year on postage and printing. We notify
Members by e-mail when a new Newsletter
has been posted to the Website. To make the
change, e-mail the Club at
data@dmwoodworkers.com
If you have extra tools you no longer use,
consider donating them to Tools for Opportunity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and
Honduras make their businesses more profitable. To learn more or become involved, call
515-292-8154, visit
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.
Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.

Do you have a friend who is interested in
woodworking? Bring them as a guest to the
next meeting.

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG

Furniture Makers SIG News

Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

John Twedt, SIG Chair

For those special repair or refinishing questions
please contact Ron Stookey at the SIG gathering
the Thursday, October 11th, 1:00 pm. Meet at his
shop in Valley Junction, 113 – 5th St in the Valley Junction area of West Des Moines (use rear
entrance).

The September meeting of the Saturday Morning
Furniture Makers Group was presented by Kevin
Ketelsen who discussed the making of the classic Amish marble toy. He made available copies
of the plans that he used and answered questions
concerning how he went about constructing the
toy. Many thanks to Kevin for his presentation.
The October meeting of the Saturday Morning Furniture Makers
Group will feature the M&M machine that we saw at the Artistry
in Wood show this spring. Plans
will be available and a discussion of the problems that you will
encounter to build the project will
be talked about. Please join us at
9:30 AM the 13th of October at
the Woodsmith Store.
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Fall Class Schedule (see next page for sign-up information)
Name of Class: Build a Gift Box
What you will do/learn: This class takes a look at how
a router table can be used to create accurate joinery
and fun details on small parts while building a small
box -- just in time for the holidays! Class participants
will have the option of using veneer to dress up their
boxes, if desired. With a mix of demonstration and
hands-on learning, there is always time for questions
and problem solving.
Maximum number of participants: 6-10
Skill level required: Beginner
What you will make: A small gift box (about 9” l x 4”
h x 6” d)
Materials required: ½” hardwood, 48” long x 4” wide,
1/4” plywood 12” x 12”.
Date: October 8 & 15
Times: 7-9pm
Location: Chuck Haas’ Shop (175 S 9th, West Des
Moines, unit #430.

Name of Class: Router Workshop
What you will do/learn: This class focuses on
using a handheld router confidently and safely.
We’ll start with simple profiles, then talk about
bits and making joints. Bring your router to learn
some fun techniques then put it to use making
a round bowl! With a mix of demonstration and
hands-on learning, there is always time for questions and problem solving.
Maximum number of participants: 6-10
Skill level required: Intermediate
What you will make: a bowl --- without a lathe!
Materials required: 1 1/2” to 2” thick blank, 16”
square. Bring your router and a bowl and tray bit
(available at the Woodsmith Store)
Date: October 27 & November 3
Times: 9-11am
Location: Chuck Haas’ Shop (175 S 9th, West
Des Moines, unit #430.

Name of Class: Hand Tool Classics
What you will do/learn: Hand tools can help you
improve your woodworking skills while building
better projects. This class looks at how to effectively use chisels, hand saws, and hand planes for
fine work and cutting simple joints. We’ll also
discuss how sharpening tools makes them more
accurate, safer, and more fun to use. Along the
way, we’ll make a sweet small tool tote to use
anytime you are out of your shop. With a mix of
demonstration and hands-on learning, there is
always time for questions and problem solving.
Maximum number of participants: 6-10

Skill level required: Beginner/Intermediate
What you will make: Small tool tote
Materials required: 1” x 10” x 48” construction
lumber (or equivalent), 1” dia. x 24” dowel.
Tools to bring: chisels, a small hand saw, hand
plane compass, pencil, marking knife, marking
gauge, and a combination square (tools will be
available if you don’t have some items).
Date: December 1 & 8
Times: 9-11am
Location: Chuck Haas’ Shop (175 S 9th, West
Des Moines, unit #430.

Tom Whalley
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Steve Sutton

LeRoy Monson.
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News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

Your Education Committee is excited to offer club
members some new opportunities to sharpen your
woodworking skills. We are offering classes this fall
by Phil Huber, Editor of Woodsmith Magazine. Three
of the four class remain open for this fall.
Classes are for beginner woodworkers and cover a
range of topics. Each class will cost $25 and will
consist of 2 sessions. To sign up, simply go online to
the club website (www.dmwoodworkers.org) and go
to ONLINE PAYMENT to register and pay. Be sure
to state the reason code with the name of the class you
are signing up for. Hurry, since the classes are starting
soon and spots are limited. If you have any questions,

contact Tom Brumback
(education@dmwoodworkers.com), 515-6648732 or Phil Huber, (philhuber11@gmail.com).
Phil Huber is the host of the Woodsmith Shop TV
show and the multimedia editor for Woodsmith
Magazine. He’s been woodworking for nearly 30
years. He enjoys building for friends and family, including wall cabinets, tables, boxes, carved
bowls and spoons. He works in a small shop at
the back of his garage and loves to put old tools
back into use.

Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

The Des Moines Woodworkers Association on-line
library catalog is now accessible from the members
section of the website. From the DMWW website,
click on the Member tab, then select Library. Follow
the instructions to search and discover all that the
library has to offer, including books, DVDs, Shop
Tours and General Meeting videos. Instructions are
also included on how to place a Hold. The item will
be ready for pickup at the next general meeting.
The library will be open to members during
the general meetings.
Ready to start on small gifts for the
young and young at heart? Check
these books out from the library
for idea!
Puzzles in Wood: Simple Patterns for
Creating 45 Classics
This is a short little book with 45 designs for small
projects for wood working. All of them are fun little puzzles and head scratchers to keep the observer
busy trying to figure it out. I will have fun trying out
some of them myself. A couple of the designs seem
to be lacking in a couple details to make it easier to
replicate. All of the designs are a little rough as well.
By: Edwin Mather Wyatt, Paperback, 2007
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Prefer to watch a DVD for a new skill and great
projects?
Basic Box Making
Box making is perfect for beginning woodworkers interested
in gaining skills, experimenting with design, and feeling
satisfaction at a project that
can be completed without the
time and expense commitment
of a bigger project. By: Doug
Stowe, Contributor Taunton
Press (2007), Edition: DVD
Help us to improve your Library! Members
wishing to make contributions to the library
should contact the Librarian or any Board
Member. Upon request, a label bearing the
donor’s name can be placed on the donated
items. If you have suggestions on items to add
to the Library and Resource Center, contact
the Librarian.
Five new books were added to the collection
during the summer. If you have items from the
library please return them to the librarian at the
general meeting.
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a Router
Tip of the Month – Round
Simple Table
Jig forTop
ThinUsing
Strips

You may be familiar with the technique for using a
hand-held router fixed in a trammel to “spin” a perfectly circular workpiece. It’s a great way to shape
round tabletops. Making round workpieces on the
router table works similarly, only here the router and
bit are stationary while the workpiece rotates.

The key is a barebones jig made
up of an auxiliary tabletop, a
swing arm, and a stop. All of the
pieces can be made from 1⁄4”
hardboard. To accommodate
the swing arm, size the top to
overhang the sides and front of
the table. After drilling a series
of pivot pin holes in the swing
arm, it’s attached near the front
left corner of the top with a bolt,
washers, and nut.
To set up, a straight bit is installed in the router table and the auxiliary top is positioned over it and
clamped down. Then, after drilling a small centered hole in the rough-shaped workpiece, it’s placed over
the pivot pin (a nail) in the swing arm. Finally, you’ll clamp the stop in place to limit the travel of the
swing arm and produce the desired diameter.
With everything ready to go, you simply turn on the
router and pivot the arm and workpiece toward the
bit. When the arm contacts the stop and the bit is engaged, you slowly and steadily rotate the workpiece
counterclockwise. After a full turn or more, retract
the arm with the trimmed workpiece.
You’ll get a smoother end result if you sneak up on
the final diameter by trimming the workpiece incrementally. You simply move the stop back a little bit
between passes.

Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com) - ©August Home Publishing
Company. For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week,
please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.
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2018 Des Moines’ Festival of Trees and Lights…
Mary Voss,

Festival of Trees & Lights is a five-day public
event that is the main fundraiser for Blank Children’s Hospital. The event features beautifully
decorated trees, entertainment, children’s activities, food, shopping and more!
As in past years, The Des Moines Woodturners,
Mid-Iowa Wood Carvers and Des Moines Woodworkers will create a one of a kind Christmas tree
to be displayed and auctioned off for this wonderful charity.
***This year we will add a bonus to all who donate! For every 3 ornaments you provide you can
enter your name into a drawing to win 2 tickets to
the Festival of Trees and Lights! There will be 2
names drawn at each of the 3 clubs for a total of
12 tickets to be given away.

Des Moines

Woodworkers
8160 Heather Bow, Johnston, IA 50131

Please remember-Items should be light-weight and
include a small eyelet or other means for our decorators to secure them to the tree with wire. Items
can be dropped off in the designated box at the
Woodsmith Store or at the October and November
Des Moines Woodturners, Mid-Iowa Wood Carvers, and Des Moines Woodworkers meetings. The
drop-off deadline is Sunday November 13th.
By creating and donating ornaments for our tree
you are promoting our clubs while supporting
valuable programs at Blank Children’s Hospital.
Programs that would not be possible without the
generous support of our community.
For more information please contact Mary Voss at
marandter@yahoo.com or by cell: 515-577-0070

