
Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Another year! We’re starting the year off 
in a different way, with a special meet-
ing at the Woodsmith Store. There will be 
a barbeque and manufacturers exhibits in 
the Store. All of this followed by a regular 
meeting and program.

Also new this year are classes for all levels of 
woodworkers. These will be held in a new facility 
available to us and taught by professional 
woodworkers. We will have one in September, one in 
October, one in November and one in December. I’m 
sure we’ll get a good response so sign up early. We 

Summer Tours
Ron Hilliard, Program Committee Chair

Our two field trips this Summer were quite success-
ful and interesting. In June, about 30 club members 
toured the Cabinetry/Woodworking shop for Des 
Moines Public Schools which is located in the Cen-
tral Campus complex. Ben Malloy, who is responsi-
ble for the homebuilding and woodworking courses 
of study for high school students, led our tour. The 
shop was a treat to see the recent updates and the 
remodeling has created a state-of-the-art learning 
center with great lighting, dust collection, and Saw 
Stop equipment. Members were encouraged to join 
the Thursday evening woodcrafters club that allows 
two hours of access to the shop and an opportunity to 
meet other wood-addicts. Information on the class is 
available through the Adult and Community Educa-
tion Department of DM Public Schools.  

In late July, about 60 club members visited the Kreg 
Tool Company in Huxley. For us “old-timers”, it 
has been great to witness the origins and growth of 
the Kreg company. I suggested that Kreg’s history 
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will follow these with more classes in 
2019. Look at the details in the
Newsletter and get enrolled. If you have 
any ideas for class subjects that you’d 
like to see, let Tom Brumback know.

Your Board has been busy this 
summer. We convened several meet-
ings to discuss the Club’s direction and 
more importantly how to engage more 

of the Members and meet their interests and 
expectations. Any thoughts or ideas would be 
welcomed. Talk to a Board member or email us.

I don’t know about any of you but I didn’t make 
much sawdust this summer. I need to get busy

could serve as a business school case example of 
a very successful enterprise. Many of us were im-
pressed at the ingenuity of products, commitment 
to worker safety and welfare, and high standards 
for quality. The company announced plans to 
move the operation to Ankeny in the next few 
years. We’ll plan to visit the new facilities once 
they are settled.  

Members of the Program Committee are al-
ways interested in hearing of good Summer tour 
opportunities. Please tell us about ideas you may 
have for next year.
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Membership
Current Membership: 394
Membership a year ago: 393

New Members
Daniel Hart, Des Moines
Whitney Hilliard, Des Moines
Jered Schmidt, West Des Moines
Ford C. Thompson, Newton
Frank Waterman, Des Moines

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

DM Woodturners Club
Saturday, September 8, 2018 – 1:00 pm
Woodsmith Storre

Club General Meeting
Tuesday, September 11, 2018 – 7:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

SIG - Furniture Repair/Finishing
Thursday, September 13, 2018 – 1:00 pm
113 5th St, Valley Junction – Back Doore

SIG - Furniture Making
Saturday, September 15, 2018 – 9:30 am
Woodsmith Store

Woodworkers
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Club Website News www.dmwoodworkers.org 
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    

The Des Moines Woodworkers now has an Instagram 
account, dmwoodworkers, for anyone who would like to 
follow us that way. It’s also linked from the front page of our 
website. We started out by adding photos of almost all of the 
DMWWA member entries at the state fair.

The club will also be asking members about what they’d like 
to see changed or improved on the DMWA website, as well as 
what should be maintained as we make some improvements in 
the coming year. If you already have some ideas or would like 
to get involved, please let us know by emailing 
web@dmwoodworkers.com. 

Bob Scott
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May 2018 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

Meeting was called to order by Chuck Haas. We had 
a busy month with the Tool Swap and the Artistry 
in Wood. The Board will begin a Strategic Planning 
process that will involve several board meetings. He 
asked members to provide input on the club’s direc-
tion or redirection they felt was needed to Board 
members.

Reports:
-Artistry in Wood: John Twedt reported that 250
people visited the show to view over 100 member
projects. He thanked the members who volunteered
their time to make Artistry in Wood successful. The
winner of the Peoples’ Choice Award was Kevin
Ketelsen with his spice box. The Bill Hopkins’ Award
winner was Paul Snider who built a tool box.
-Furniture SIG: The program this month will be on
sharpening.
-Toy SIG: Ron Vander Meyden reported that 752
items were distributed this month and over 11,000
items distributed since its inception. The program
will be put into “mothballs” until fall when hopefully
there will a club member step up to lead the SIG.
-The State Fair entry deadline is coming so members
are encouraged to submit their entry form. This may
be submitted electronically.
-Bill Fanter reported on the summer tours taking
place. June 16 will be at the Des Moines Schools’ 
Central Campus. Please meet behind the school in 
the parking lot. The tour is scheduled for 9:30 in the 

morning. The second tour will be held at the Kreg 
Tool Company July 26 at 4:00 PM. The company 
is located in Huxley.
-Library Minute: Eugene Harms reported that
library inventory has been loaded onto the website
within the members section. He invited members
to check it out.

Program:
Paul Morris, club member, 
boat builder and refuber-
isher presented the evening 
program on Adhesives and 
Finishes for the Exterior.

Show and Tell:
-The winner was Butch McClintic with bowls.
Members that brought projects to show were:
-Sue Harris: Sculpture
-Paul Snider: His Artistry in Wood prize winner,
the tool box.

-Bob Scott: Mitered Box utilizing the locking
miter router bit.

-Phil Laudenklos: Watch display case.
-LaVerne Anderson: Toilet paper holder.

Door prize winners: Paul Snider, Ken Rummer, 
Dave Campbell, Craig Wyckoff, Patrick Culp, 
Vivienne Watrous

Paul Morris

Club Meeting Program for September
Ron Hilliard, Program Committee Chair

It’s hard to believe that Summer is nearly 
over! Our first monthly meeting is September 
11th and we on the Program Committee (as well 
as the Board) have planned what we hope will be 
a fun initiation for the year. We will plan to start 
at 5:00 P.M. for a picnic that will take place in 
the space outside of our regular meeting room at 
Woodsmith. We plan to enjoy burgers and hot dogs 
until our usual meeting time of 7:00 P.M. Hy-Vee 
will cater the picnic and will grill our goodies on 
the spot. We will have tables set up and will hope 

for good weather. At meeting time, we will carry our 
chairs into the meeting room for the program. Rep-
resentatives from the Saw-Stop company will update 
us on developments in safe tool technology. (I plan 
to save a few hot dogs for demonstration purposes.) 
As the meeting date draws closer, You needed to 
sign-up by Aug 28th to be on the picnic food list. 
Unlike the Christmas Party, the meeting is just for 
members and we can’t accommodate spouses and 
significant others (unless they intend to become 
members). See you in September. 



Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at  email@dmwoodworkers.com. Be sure 
to include a price for each item plus your 
full name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address. 

The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access these Website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website.

Skill Development Classes are a real bargain. 
You pay for project supplies and in some 
cases a small instructor fee. Sign up for 
classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at 
education@dmwoodworkers.com 
for class information. 

Do you have a friend who is interested in 
woodworking? Bring them as a guest to the 
next meeting.

The Bulletin Board

If you are receiving this Newsletter via the 
Post Office and have Internet access, change 
to Website delivery and save the Club $10 
a year on postage and printing. We notify 
Members by e-mail when a new Newsletter 
has been posted to the Website. To make the 
change, e-mail the Club at
data@dmwoodworkers.com

If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.
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The library inventory has been loaded onto the 
website within the members section. This will 
permit members to search the collection of 
books, DVDs, Shop Tours and General Meeting 
videos. Items will be able to be placed On Hold 
for pickup at the next general meeting. The library 
cabinets will only be open to board members in 
order to keep the items shelved in proper order. 
Please check out the online library at 
www.DMWoodworkers.org

Duplicate books and magazines will 
be removed from the collection. These 
items and other items removed from 
the collection will be made available 
at the general meetings. A donation to 
support new items will be accepted to 
increase the collection for all members 
to use..

Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

The September meeting of the Saturday Morning 
Furniture Makers Group will feature the marble 
machine that we saw at the Artistry in wood show 
last spring. Kevin Ketelsen, winner of the Peoples’ 
Choice Award 2018, will bring the machine and 
discuss how he went about creating the classic 
Amish children’s toy. Join us at 9:30 on the 15th of 
September at the Woodsmith Store.

The May meeting of the Saturday 
Morning Furniture Makers Group was 
presented by John Twedt on the sub-
ject of sharpening. Handouts were giv-
en to show the proper angles required 
for sharpening most of the hand tools 
used in the shop. Thanks to all who 
attended and for their questions.

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

Butch McClintic
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Your Education Committee is excited to offer club 
members some new opportunities to sharpen your 
woodworking skills. We are offering 4 classes this fall 
by Phil Huber, Editor of Woodsmith Magazine.

Classes are for beginner woodworkers and cover a 
range of topics. Each class will cost $25 and will 
consist of 2 sessions. You can sign up for as many 
classes as you want or sign up for all 4 classes for a 
discounted price of $80. To sign up, simply go online 
to the club website (DMWoodworkers.org) and go to 
ONLINE PAYMENT to register and pay. Be sure to 
state the reason code with the name of the class you 
are signing up for. Hurry, since the classes are start-

News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

ing soon and spots are limited. If you have any 
questions, contact Tom Brumback (education@ 
dmwoodworkers.com), 515-664-8732 or Phil 
Huber, (philhuber11@gmail.com).

Phil Huber is the host of the Woodsmith Shop TV 
show and the multimedia editor for Woodsmith 
Magazine. He’s been woodworking for nearly 30 
years. He enjoys building for friends and fam-
ily, including wall cabinets, tables, boxes, carved 
bowls and spoons. He works in a small shop at 
the back of his garage and loves to put old tools 
back into use.

Fall Class Schedule
Name of Class: Power Tool Essentials
What you will do/learn: The class will walk through 
the basics of safely using common shop machines. 
The main emphasis is on the table saw, jointer, and 
planer. The goal is to use these three tools to create 
flat, straight, and square project parts -- the foundation 
for every great project. But there will be time to talk 
about using a drill press, miter saw, & band saw. With 
a mix of demonstration and hands-on learning, there 
is always time for questions and problem solving. 
Maximum number of participants: 6-10
Skill level required: Beginner
What you will make: An entry bench
Materials required: 36” 2x12, 8’ 1x12, hand full of 
screws
Date: September 8 & 15
Times: 9-11am
Location: Chuck Haas’ Shop (175 S 9th, West Des 
Moines, unit #430.

Name of Class: Build a Gift Box
What you will do/learn: This class takes a look at 
how a router table can be used to create accurate 
joinery and fun details on small parts while build-
ing a small box -- just in time for the holidays! 
Class participants will have the option of using 
veneer to dress up their boxes, if desired. With 
a mix of demonstration and hands-on learning, 
there is always time for questions and problem 
solving. 
Maximum number of participants: 6-10
Skill level required: Beginner
What you will make: A small gift box (about 9” l 
x 4” h x 6” d)
Materials required: ½” hardwood, 48” long x 4” 
wide, 1/4” plywood 12” x 12”. 
Date: October 8 & 15
Times: 7-9pm
Location: Chuck Haas’ Shop (175 S 9th, West 
Des Moines, unit #430. 

Continued on next page

LaVerne Anderson Phil Laudenklos
Sue Harris

mailto:education@dmwoodworkers.com
mailto:education@dmwoodworkers.com
mailto:philhuber11@gmail.com
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Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

Our next SIG meeting will be Thursday, Septem-
ber 13th at 1:00 pm. The meeting is at Ron Stook-
ey’s Valley Junction refinishing shop, 113 – 5th 
St in the Valley Junction area of West Des Moines 
(use rear entrance). The subject matter will be 
provided by the participants with questions on the 
projects that need some help

Have you moved?  Upgraded your tool inventory?  
Got a new smart phone?  You may need to update 
your contact information and all you have to do is to 
send an email to the Club at 
data@dmwoodworkers.com

Email Service
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Woodworkers
Des Moines

News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

Name of Class: Router Workshop
What you will do/learn: This class focuses on us-
ing a handheld router confidently and safely. We’ll 
start with simple profiles, then talk about bits and 
making joints. Bring your router to learn some 
fun techniques then put it to use making a round 
bowl! With a mix of demonstration and hands-on 
learning, there is always time for questions and 
problem solving. 

Maximum number of participants: 6-10
Skill level required: Intermediate 
What you will make: a bowl --- without a lathe!
Materials required: 1 1/2” to 2” thick blank, 16” 
square. Bring your router and a bowl and tray bit 
(available at the Woodsmith Store)
Date: October 27 & November 3
Times: 9-11am
Location: Chuck Haas’ Shop (175 S 9th, West Des 
Moines, unit #430. 

 Name of Class: Hand Tool Classics
What you will do/learn: Hand tools can help you 
improve your woodworking skills while building 
better projects. This class looks at how to effectively 
use chisels, hand saws, and hand planes for fine work 
and cutting simple joints. We’ll also discuss how 
sharpening tools makes them more accurate, safer, 
and more fun to use. Along the way, we’ll make a 
sweet small tool tote to use anytime you are out of 
your shop. With a mix of demonstration and 
hands-on learning, there is always time for 
questions and problem solving. 

Maximum number of participants: 6-10
Skill level required: Beginner/Intermediate
What you will make: Small tool tote
Materials required: 1” x 10” x 48” construction 
lumber (or equivalent), 1” dia. x 24” dowel. Tools
 to bring: chisels, a small hand saw, hand plane 
compass, pencil, marking knife, marking gauge, 
and a combination square (tools will be available 
if you don’t have some items).
Date: December 1 & 8
Times: 9-11am
Location: Chuck Haas’ Shop (175 S 9th, West Des 
Moines, unit #430.

mailto:video@dmwoodworkers.com
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            Tip of the Month – Push Block

Here is a push block that both 
pushes and holds down the work-
piece on the jointer As you can see, 
the handle lets you apply downward 
pressure over the jointer tables. At 
the back, a cleat catches the end of 
the workpiece and pushes it across 
the knives..

This drawing shows how the push 
block is built from just three parts: a 
handle, a base, and a cleat. The base 
is attached to the handle with screws 
countersunk in the base. The cleat is 
simply glued on

You can shape the handle using the 
pattern shown here. I cut the outside 
out first. And then I cut the out the 
hand grip at the back and the handle 
in the center. To get smooth curves, 
you can drill out the corners of the 
waste with a forstner bit.

Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com) - ©August Home Publishing 
Company. For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week, 

please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.
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2018 Des Moines’ Festival of Trees and Lights…
Mary Voss,

Festival of Trees & Lights is a five-day public 
event that is the main fundraiser for Blank Chil-
dren’s Hospital. The event features beautifully 
decorated trees, entertainment, children’s activi-
ties, food, shopping and more!

As in past years, The Des Moines Woodturners, 
Mid-Iowa Wood Carvers and Des Moines Wood-
workers will create a one of a kind Christmas tree 
to be displayed and auctioned off for this wonder-
ful charity.

***This year we will add a bonus to all who do-
nate! For every 3 ornaments you provide you can 
enter your name into a drawing to win 2 tickets to 
the Festival of Trees and Lights! There will be 2 
names drawn at each of the 3 clubs for a total of 
12 tickets to be given away.

Please remember-Items should be light-weight and 
include a small eyelet or other means for our deco-
rators to secure them to the tree with wire. Items 
can be dropped off in the designated box at the 
Woodsmith Store or at the October and November 
Des Moines Woodturners, Mid-Iowa Wood Carv-
ers, and Des Moines Woodworkers meetings. The 
drop-off deadline is Sunday November 13th.

By creating and donating ornaments for our tree 
you are promoting our clubs while supporting 
valuable programs at Blank Children’s Hospital. 
Programs that would not be possible without the 
generous support of our community.

For more information please contact Mary Voss at 
marandter@yahoo.com or by cell: 515-577-0070

mailto:marandter@yahoo.com



