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Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Happy May Day! More importantly Happy
Mother’s Day! May 13th, just a little reminder for all you sons and fathers. There
is definitely plenty of time to make that
perfect reminder of love from your shop.
One Board action I want to make you
aware of. Unanimously the Board has
committed to get the video problem, which
seems to plaque our meetings, corrected.

We’ll get some expert recommendations
and make the necessary changes. This has
been a real frustration for all of us.
I’m writing this before Artistry in Wood,
and hoping we’ll have great participation
and attendance. As always it’s a great
chance to show the Clubs excellence and
skill and it maybe attract some
new members.
See you at the May meeting.

Club Meeting Program for May
Ron Hilliard, Program Committee Chair

Our May 8th meeting will feature long-time club
member, Paul Morris, who will talk with us about
exterior adhesives and finishing products. Paul
specializes in marine restoration and repair, but is
also a great resource in engineering solutions to
problems we encounter in our shops. It’s the time
of year that I start thinking about building outdoor
furniture, so I am especially looking forward to
Paul’s presentation.  
We have managed to pin down our two Summer
Tours for this year.  I have announced earlier that
on Saturday morning, June 16th, we will visit
Ben Malloy’s shop which is located in the Central
Campus building of Des Moines Public Schools
at 1800 Grand Avenue. Ben is responsible for the
Cabinetmaking course of study for Des Moines’s

high school students and the shop has recently
been updated and remodeled to provide students
the best learning environment. Many of us have
also participated in the Woodcrafters’ Class which
takes place in this shop and is offered through the
Adult Education department. I will forward more
details regarding the tour as the time grows closer.  
We have also scheduled our second Tour for
Thursday, July 26th, at the Kreg Tool Company in
Huxley. We toured the company about four years
ago and really enjoyed checking in with the
company’s progress and new products. We will
plan to meet at Kreg at 4:00 P.M. and I will
request a reservation count in mid-July so that our
hosts can have adequate ear protection, etc., for
those attending.
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Officers

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Board Members

SIG - Furniture Repair/Finishing
Thursday, May 10, 2018 – 1:00 pm
113 5th St, Valley Junction – Back Door

Program Chair
Ron Hilliard, 277-4055
Education Chair
Tom Brumback, 964-3735
Community Service Chair
Position Open
Librarian
Eugene Harms, 490-8167

Volunteer Associates:

Newsletter Editor
Nathan Kress, 664-7763
Data Manager
Brian Messenger, 290-4495
Communication Manager
Doug Rasmussen, 252-1617
Web Manager
Seenu Paladi, 845-559-3197
Video Manager
Dave Campbell, 480-0966
Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt, 964-9294
Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, 277-1555
Toy Making SIG
Ron Vander Meyden, 279-0313
Special Events
Chuck Haas, 282-1474
Public Relations
Ron Stookey, 277-1555
Shop Videos
Mike Crabb, 802-6822
Meeting Refreshments
Ron Jacobson, 490-8333
& Merle Miller, 999-2365
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Des Moines

President
Chuck Haas, 279-5980
Vice President
Kevin Kirlin, 519-5104
Secretary
Gary Weeks, 782-7315
Treasurer
Greg Alberts, 331-3263

Woodworkers
Club General Meeting
Tuesday, May 8, 2018 – 7:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

SIG - Furniture Making
Saturday, May 12, 2018 – 9:30 am
Woodsmith Store
DM Woodturners Club
Saturday, May 12, 2018 – 1:00 pm
Woodsmith Store
Des Moines School Shop Tour
Saturday, June 16, 2018 – 9:30 am
1800 Grand Ave., Des Moines
Kreg Tool Company Tour
Thursday, July 26, 2018 – 4:00 pm
201 Campus Dr., Huxley
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Membership

Current Membership: 386
Membership a year ago: 390

New Members

Larry Bing, Des Moines
Brad Luhrs, Norwalk
Carroll McDorman, Des Moines
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Volunteers still Needed
Doug Rasmussen, Communication Manager

Jim Hammer

We need to fill the Community Service Board
Position. The Community Service position
generally forms a committee to assist in selecting
and working on community service projects.
We also need a “door prize” buyer. It’s real simple,
just before the meeting you walk through the
Woodsmith Store and shop.
If you have an interest in one of these positions,
let me know at 515-252-1617 or
email@dmwoodworkers.com.

April 2018 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

Meeting was called to order by Chuck Haas at 7 PM.
Guests and new members were introduced. Our
attendance for the evening was 79.
John Twedt announced that Artistry in Wood is being
held on April 28th and 29th. Please bring your items
that you wish to show to the Woodsmith Store on
April 27th between 1:00 and 5:30 PM. Pickup will
be on April 29th between 3:00 and 3:30 PM. Items
not picked up will be left in the Woodsmith Store
meeting room. Two prizes will be awarded, the Bill
Hopkins and the Peoples’ Choice award.
The Furniture SIG will be held Saturday, April 14th.
Bring in a project you are working on for discussion.
The Tool Swap Meet will be held April 21st between
9:00 and 12:00 AM behind the Woodsmith Store.
Tools for Opportunity
will also be there.
Eugene Harms presented
the library moment. He
has cataloged all books,
periodicals, DVDs, and
tools. This inventory will
be available on the club
website, members only
section.
Phil Huber
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Ron Vander Meyden reported that the Toy Sig had
delivered 454 toys this month. The last meeting for
the Toy Sig will be April 30, unless a club member
steps forward to assume leadership for SIG.
Ron Hilliard introduced Phil Huber, multi-media
editor for Woodsmith Magazine, who presented
the program on Routers, Tables and Bits. He
reviewed bits that could be utilized for making
miters, dadoes, groves, and rabbits.
The May program will be by Paul Morris, Club
member and boat builder, on exterior finishes.
The first summer tour will be June 16 at 9:30 AM
at the Des Moines School system’s Tech High
School cabinet making shop. The tour guide will
be Ben Malloy.
The winner of the Show and Tell drawing was Ron
Stoen who made a scale model tractor.
The shop tour video was of Dave Grieve’s shop.
The winners of the door prizes were: LaVerne
Anderson, Nathan Burkhalter, Michael Christie,
Chuck Haas, Dale Herzberg, Ron Hilliard, LeRoy
Monson, Ray Nelson, Art Reese, Craig Ruegsegger, Edwin Sharr and John Twedt.

The Bulletin Board
• Ads that you want e-mailed to Members
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts at
email@dmwoodworkers.com. Be sure to
include a price for each item plus your full
name and telephone number. Be sure to
double check your spelling – especially your
email address.
• The Club receives a small commission on
purchases you make on the WOOD Store
Website provided you access this website
from the Main Menu > Resources of the
Club’s Website.
• Skill Development Classes are a real bargain. You only pay for project supplies. Sign
up for classes at a Club meeting or contact the
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.com for class
information.
• Do you have a friend who is interested in
woodworking? Bring them as a guest to the
next meeting.

• If you are receiving this Newsletter via the
Post Office and have Internet access, change
to Website delivery and save the Club $10
a year on postage and printing. We notify
Members by e-mail when a new Newsletter
has been posted to the Website. To make the
change, e-mail the Club at
email@dmwoodworkers.com.
• If you have extra tools you no longer use,
consider donating them to Tools for Opportunity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and
Honduras make their businesses more profitable. To learn more or become involved, call
515-292-8154, visit
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.
• Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club
Members is asked to notify a Board Member..

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

The April meeting of the Saturday Morning
Furniture Makers Group featured the recent
projects of our members. Leon Berkley presented
a series of nested heart boxes. Dave Grieve talked
about the effort needed to create curved pieces
for a hall table. Gary Weeks showed us the chair
that he made recently with floating tenons. Bob
Ruch brought a bench that he made from a dried
log. Chuck Haas had a router plane that was at the
top of its league. John Twedt presented his M&M
project and some of the jigs that were needed to
make the cuts. Nine sided boxes with marquetry
on the top were shown along with
a discussion of the process to make
the top. A seed box reminiscent of
an era gone by was shown as the last
project. Many thanks for all who came
and had a project to share.
The May meeting of the Saturday

Morning Furniture Makers Group will feature a
discussion concerning sharpening. The sharpening of
chisels, plane irons and scraper blades will be shown
and demonstrated along with a handout that will
show the proper angles required. If you have
questions concerning sharpening, please join us on
the 12th of May at the Woodsmith Store, 9:30 AM.

LaVerne Anderson
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News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

We are continuing to look for additional classes and
need volunteers to help us out. If you have a
particular project or skill and would like to share it
will the club, give us a call. (Ben Delong, Ron
Stookey, John Hoekstra, Michael Schmidt,
Tom Brumback)

Des Moines

Woodworkers

Preferred Suppliers
We know from past experience that DMWA members
frequently use their club discount at local hardware
stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on our
Preferred Suppliers list. If your local hardware store
is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure to ask
them why not and whether they’re interested in
getting on our list and getting more business from you
and our other 400+ members. Email me at
vp@dmwoodworkers.com with contact information
for your local hardware store (owner/

manager name and phone number) and I’ll
contact them about becoming a Preferred
Supplier. Thanks for your help!
These preferred local suppliers support us
through Members discounts & assistance with
association projects, so please support them.
Be sure to ask about an item’s discount and
show your current Membership card before you
make a purchase. Check the Club Website for
more information.

Membership Discounts at these Businesses
Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM
Ankeny Ace Hardware
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny
Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Dr, Johnston
Country Caboose
113 5th St, Valley Junction, WDM
Des Moines Hardwoods
4043 E 14th St, DM
(By Appt 515-577-1004)
Hutcheson Lumber
2169 180th St, Marshalltown
Johnston Ace Hardware
5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston
Kel-Welco/White Cap
1631 2nd Ave, DM
Kryger Glass
10440 Hickman Rd, Clive
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Millie Wood Works
Woodhaven
4745 NW 50th Street, DM
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
800-344-6657
4808 University, DM
Woodsmith Store
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
10320 Hickman Rd, Clive
5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
These out-of-state suppliers
2727 Beaver Ave, DM
also offer Member discounts:
Park Fair Ace Hardware
Hartville Tool,
100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
800-345-2396
Prairie Rose Woodworking Studio,
Fintech Abrasives
Indianola 515-981-9087
888-223-8769
Sherwin Williams Co.
Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
Multiple Central IA locations
800-228-0000
Tandy Leather Factory
Woodcraft
5041 NE 14th St, Des Moines
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800
True Value Hardware
Woodworker’s Supply
63rd & Grand, WDM
800-321-9841
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Library News

Eugene Harms, Librarian

The Des Moines Woodworkers Association board
approved moving forward with the on-line library
catalog system. We are now working on the
accessibility from the members section of the
website. This will permit members to search the
collection of books, DVDs, Shop Tours and General
Meeting videos. Items will be able to be placed On
Hold for pickup at the next general meeting. The
library cabinets will only be open to board members
in order to keep the items shelved in proper order.
Duplicate books and magazines will be removed
from the collection. These items and other items

removed from the collection will be made available
at the general meetings. A donation to support new
items will be accepted to increase the collection for
all members to use.
Fifteen new books and seventy-one magazines were
added to the collection in March. Please let the
librarian know if you want to donate books to the
library collection. If you have items from the library
please return them to the librarian at the May
general meeting.

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

Mike Christy had some questions about refinishing
cabinet doors. The new door color was to be about the
same as the existing color, so the doors did not need
to be stripped. Sanding the door after a good
cleaning using naphtha was the approach decided on.
After sanding the door the surface would be wiping
down again with naphtha. With a new top coat of
finish he would be back in business for using the
cabinets. A wipe on poly would make the application
easy and a good result is expected. A trial run on one

door was suggested to get the proper technique
established. I will be waiting to hear the results.
Our next SIG meeting will be Thursday, May 10th
at 1:00 pm. The meeting is at Ron Stookey’s Valley
Junction refinishing shop, 113 – 5th St in the Valley
Junction area of West Des Moines (use rear
entrance). The program is a discussion of any
finishing/repair questions and
problems you have.

Toy Makers SIG Update
Ron Vander Meyden, Toy-makers SIG Chair

Since no one has stepped forward to lead the toy
sig, it will shut down as of April 30, 2018. We will
be making the final delivery of toys the first week
of May. A final report of toys delivered will be
made at the May meeting.

Email Service
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Have you moved? Upgraded your tool inventory?
Got a new smart phone? You may need to update
your contact information and all you have to do is to
send an email to the Club at
email@dmwoodworkers.com.
Ron Stoen
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Tip of the Month – Simple Jig for Thin Strips
There’s a little more to ripping thin strips than just
setting the fence and cutting. First, I’ll mention a few
basic techniques that apply. After covering these, I’ll show
you a shop-made jig I use to handle cutting short strips.
When it comes to ripping thin strips, one of the most
important things to do before you start is set up some type
of outfeed table. Without support, the strips are going to
fall off the back edge of the saw table and I don’t want to
give myself any reason to reach over the saw blade and
try to catch them. The next step is to set the height of the
saw blade so the teeth just clear the top surface of the
workpiece. This way, there’s not too much blade exposed.
Finally, all that’s left to do is turn the saw on and feed the
workpiece through with a smooth, even feed rate.
This ensures the saw blade won’t burn the edges or
leave tooth marks.

For strips that are less than 30″ long, I use this simple jig.
This jig works like a big push block that rides against the
rip fence as you make the cut. You only have to set the rip
fence once, and your strips will all be identical in
thickness. And there’s virtually no chance of kickback.
As you can see, a wide base captures the
workpiece beneath it.

And a replaceable stop hooks over the end of the
workpiece to push it through the saw blade. To keep the
jig from rocking, the spacer that’s attached to the bottom
of the jig is the same thickness as the workpiece.
You’ll want to make several spacers to match
common stock thicknesses.

Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com) - ©August Home Publishing
Company. For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week,
please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.
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