
Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Happy spring time! Ha Ha, as I write this 
I’m watching the snow come down. 
Pretty in January, but late March, not so 
much. I guess we’re just warming up to 
April Fools Day.

April looks to be busy. The Tool Swap and 
Artistry in Wood are the big events for our 
Club. Hope all are making saw dust or 
sanding dust finishing your projects.

Club Meeting Program for April
Ron Hilliard, Program Committee Chair

For our April 10th meeting, Phil Huber 
from Woodsmith Magazine will do a presenta-
tion on ways to make the most of the router in our 
shops. On program interest questionnaires over 
the years, our members have always expressed a 
lot of interest in routers and router tables. We look 
forward to Phil’s presentation. He is an informa-
tive and fun speaker.  

Looking forward to the summer, our first tour 
will happen on Saturday, June 16th, at Ben Mal-
loy’s shop which is located in the Central Campus 
building of the Des Moines Public Schools. The 
cabinetmaking shop is on the 5th floor of the build-
ing and has been recently updated to accommodate 
new equipment and design features. The shop is 
used by high school students enrolled in the wood-
working curriculum. We will plan to meet at 9:30 
am for our tour. I will provide more information 
in next month’s newsletter, as well as information 
regarding the second summer tour. Stay tuned.
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Thanks to Eugene Harms, our new 
Librarian, he’s off and running to 
bring some order and make it easier to 
find out what’s in our library. Thanks 
to Kevin Kirlin for taking over the 
March meeting while I was away. 
We still need a volunteer to 
purchase door prize items for the 
monthly meetings. It really only takes 
10 minutes before the meeting.

See you in April.

Outstanding Service Award

During the March Club meeting the Board presented 
Doug Rasmussen with the Outstanding Service 
Award. Doug has held many positions within the 
Club and has also been willing to step up when help 
was needed. We would like to thank Doug for the 
hard work and assistance that he has provided 
the Club. 
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Membership Current Membership: 381
                                  Membership a year ago:382

New Members
John Carman, Adel
Philip Crum, Cumming

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Club General Meeting
Tuesday, April 10, 2018 – 7:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

SIG - Furniture Repair/Finishing
Thursday, April 12, 2018 – 1:00 pm
113 5th St, Valley Junction – Back Door

SIG - Furniture Making
Saturday, April 14, 2018 – 9:30 am
Woodsmith Store

DM Woodturners Club
Saturday, April 14, 2018 – 1:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

Swap Meet
Saturday, April 21, 2018 – 9:00 am to noon
Woodsmith Store

Toy Making – Assembly
Saturday, April 21, 2018 – 10:00 am
Woodsmith Store

Artistry in Wood
April 28-29, 2018
Woodsmith Store

Ed Sharr
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Travel to El Salvador with Tools for Opportunity 
Gene Pedersen

This November Tools for Opportunity will travel to 
El Salvador and we want you to come along. We will 
work alongside Salvadoran woodworkers to build a 
community solar wood-drying kiln.
 
When: 7 days in November 2018
Where: Ruta de las Flores, Departamento de Son-
sonate in western El Salvador
Cost: About $1800 per person

Cost includes:
Driver and all ground transportation in El Salvador
All lodging (simple, but with hot showers & air con-
ditioning)
All meals and bottled water
Translators fluent in Spanish and English
24-hour armed security
 
Cost does NOT include:
Airfare to San Salvador
Passport and Visa
Immunizations
Souvenirs
Entry fees to optional activities

Besides working on the solar kiln, we will take 
time to see some of the sites in this beautiful 
country, led by Tools for Opportunity In-Country 
Director Guillermo Sensente.

Here are a few options:
  Meet local woodworkers and visit their shops      
  Visit the National Archeological Museum with an      
  outstanding collection of Pre-Columbian artifacts
  Swim or relax on the beaches of the Pacific
  Tour a coffee plantation at harvest

So make sure your passport is up-to-date and let 
me know if you are interested in joining us in the 
fall. I will keep you posted as plans are finalized. 
I promise you this will be an unforgettable experi-
ence. For more information contact Gene Pedersen 
at gene.pedersen@gmail.com, 
515-292-8154.

Club Website News www.dmwoodworkers.org 
Doug Rasmussen, Communication Manager

Two new videos have posted to the Club Website. 
The first is a video of Dave Grieve’s Shop. The 
second is a video of the March 13th General 
Meeting Program “Leather & Wood Projects by 
Sabrina Lowery of Tandy Leather”. Tandy Leather 
is one of our Preferred Suppliers. To view, Log-In to 
the Club Website and go to the Member Menu. 

Remember, if you have not Registered on the Club 
Website, you will need to do that in order to 
the Member Menu.  To Register, click Log-in 
word access at the Main Menu and then click 
Create an account

We need to fill the Community Service Board 
Position. The Community Service position 
generally forms a committee to assist in selecting 
and working on community service projects.
Ron Vander Meyden is looking for someone to 
replace him as head of the Toy Makers SIG. If we 
do not have a volunteer by June 1st, the Toys for 
Kids project will have to be terminated. This will 
mean many disappointed kids.
We also need a “door prize” buyer. It’s real sim-
ple, just before the meeting you walk through the 
Woodsmith Store and shop.

If you have an interest in any of these positions, 
let me know at 515-252-1617 or
email@dmwoodworkers.com.

Volunteers still Needed 
Doug Rasmussen, Communication Manager

to access



• Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts at  
email@dmwoodworkers.com. Be sure to 
include a price for each item plus your full 
name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address. 

• The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

• Skill Development Classes are a real bar-
gain.  You only pay for project supplies. Sign 
up for classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
 education@dmwoodworkers.com for class 
information. 

• Do you have a friend who is interested in 
woodworking? Bring them as a guest to the 
next meeting.

The Bulletin Board

• If you are receiving this Newsletter via the 
Post Office and have Internet access, change 
to Website delivery and save the Club $10 
a year on postage and printing. We notify 
Members by e-mail when a new Newsletter 
has been posted to the Website. To make the 
change, e-mail the Club at 
email@dmwoodworkers.com.

• If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit 
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

• Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member..
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Is your shop due for a spring cleaning? Here’s a 
chance to sell some of your unused tools and 
material (to make room for new tools). Bring 
your tools to the DMWA Tool Swap Meet, 
Saturday April 21, from 9am to Noon. We will 
set up in the parking lot behind the Woodsmith 
Store. The area is covered, so a little rain won’t
be a problem. Any woodworking related items
are welcome. 

Or come to browse and pick up some tools you 
need. There are always lots of woodworking 
machines, hardware, jigs, hand tools, supplies, 
and collectibles.

If you have tools to sell and would like to reserve 
a free table, please send an email to
pedersen@gmail.com and we will be sure to have 
a space for you. See you there!

Spring Tool Swap Meet 
Gene Pedersen

The March meeting of the Saturday Morning 
Furniture Makers featured the band saw. John 
Twedt demonstrated the 10” Inca saw, showing 
some of its versatility. Blade changes were made 
on the Inca and the 18” Laguna saws. A task that 
most woodworkers attempt to avoid. Blade drift 
was the topic of the Laguna saw. Thin strips of 
wood were sawn from a small blank to illustrate 
the successful setup of the saw. Thanks to all 
who attended. 

The April meeting of the Saturday Morning 
Furniture Makers will feature projects that our 
members are currently working on. If the projects 
are small, then bring them along with a jig or an 
inventive process that was used to construct it. Join 
us at the Woodsmith store on the 14th of April at 
9:30 am.

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

If you have tools to sell and would like to reserve
a free table, please send an email to
gene.pedersen@gmail.com and we will be sure to
have a space for you. See you there!

gene.pedersen@gmail.com


5

www.dmwoodworkers.comIssue 219 April 2018

The Des Moines Woodworkers library is in the 
process of being inventoried. Eugene Harms volun-
teered to be the librarian and has been busy getting 
the library books, DVDs and tools inventoried. The 
items are being cataloged into LibraryThing, an 
online cataloging tool for small libraries. This was 
then connected to TinyCat, a simple circulation 
system. LibraryThing & TinyCat created an online 
catalog for the Des Moines Woodworker’s library 
that is mobile-ready, and includes a powerful tool to 
search items matching the search terms. There are 
434 items in the catalog, most displaying cover art. 
The front page also features a catalog scroll which 
displays random items from the collection, and 
allows users to discover items. 

Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

Skill-Building Classes Held

Recently two new skill building classes were held. 
On Saturday, March 3, Bob Scott conducted a class 
on building fold-flat sawhorses at the Woodsmith 
Store. About 6 people participated and a total of 16 
sawhorses were cut out and partially finished. Club 
members then took the sawhorses home to complete 
the finishing touches. On Saturday, March 10, Peter 
Kasper taught members how to repair and sharpen 
tools. Members worked in Peter’s shop in Carlisle and 
learned how to refurbish some old tools that they had 
laying around.

News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

Bob Scott looks on 
as Randy Offeburger 

prepares to cut 
out a sawhorse.

Greg Alberts and 
Vivienne Langworthy 
practice sharpening skills 
as Peter Kasper supervises.

The search tool is very powerful and will return 
items of interest or that match the search criteria. 
For example, a search on the word “turning”, 
results in 29 hits. Each item can then be examined 
in detail. Users can also place items on hold. The 
librarian will then pull the items from the shelf and 
have them ready for the requester at the next month-
ly meetings. The plan is to release the new on-line 
library catalog in the summer so items can be picked 
up as we start meeting in the fall of 2018.  Please 
bring any items checked out to the next meeting.
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State Fair Entries 
Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor

Just a reminder to get busy on your State Fair entries.
The deadline to get your entry tags is July 1, 2018 
for the wood projects division. Your projects don’t 
have to be in until August 4th. Locals can actually 
drop them off on the 2nd floor of the Cultural Center 
Building on the Iowa State Fair grounds on that date. 

You may enter on line at: www.iowastatefairentry.org 
or you can go to the east end of the lower level of the 
Admin building at the fair grounds and buy your en-

try tags. There were several additions and changes to 
the woodworking division, so please review the up-
dated fair entry books for the latest rules and classes.

It’s easy to enter. Get the number of entry tags you 
think you’ll need. You don’t have to know what 
you’ll enter or what category it will go into until you 
ship or hand deliver your entries to the fair grounds. 
You’ll complete each tag you purchase and attach 
one to each project. That’s it.
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Artistry in Wood - 2018 
John Twedt

Sponsoring Clubs: 

The Des Moines Woodworkers
The Des Moines Woodturners Inc.
Mid Iowa Wood Carvers

Get your projects ready for our next Artistry in 
Wood. Projects will be from the members of our 
local Woodworking, Woodturning and Woodcarving 
groups. April 28-29 will be show days of the projects 
that have been made through the last two State 
Fairs. Two ribbons will be awarded.  The Bill 
Hopkins Award goes to the member who gets the 
most votes from the sponsoring clubs members. 
The Best in Show award goes to the member who 
gets the most votes from the public at large. 

Toy Makers SIG Update 
Ron Vander Meyden, Toy-makers SIG Chair

On March 8, 335 toys were delivered to the four 
agencies that we serve. This brings the total toys 
delivered to 9,873. We are now in the process of 
getting toys ready for the May delivery and will 
meet April 21st to assemble toys. The May cut-
out will be a rabbit. We completed the project for 
the Methodist NICU of making 1.5 inch wooden 
cubes. That project resulted in 1,098 blocks 
being made and given to the NICU. They were 
very appreciative of the blocks that they received. 
When we add the blocks to the toys, we have given 
10971 units since this project was started.

As always we are looking for members to join our 
group and all are welcome to attend the Saturday 

glue up and make toys. We can always use the 
help. I mentioned at the last Club meeting that I 
would be stepping down from the toy coordinator 
job at the end of the year and we are looking for 
a replacement. This is an excellent opportunity to 
get involved in a worthwhile Club activity. Find 
a woodworking friend and make the position a 2 
person job and cut the workload in half. By start-
ing now you will be able to see how things are 
done and formulate any changes you would like 
to implement. In the event that we have multiple 
members wanting to do this, we will have a 
drawing to select the winner. In the event no one 
comes forward to lead this group, it will be shut 
down after the May delivery.

The 2X4 contest will also be a part of the show.  A 
project made from the amount of material in a 8 foot 
2X4. Use your skills and a great sense of humor and 
compete for a cash prize. 

Bring your articles in Friday the afternoon of the 
27th from 1:00 to 5:30. Look forward to seeing your 
workmanship and skill.

On the last page of the newsletter is a flier for the 
2018 Artistry in Wood Show. Please print and post 
the flier in public spaces, churches, coffee spots and 
public bulletin boards.

Our next SIG meeting will be Thursday, 
April 12th at 1:00 pm. The meeting is at Ron 
Stookey’s Valley Junction refinishing shop, 
113 – 5th St in the Valley Junction area of West Des 
Moines (use rear entrance). The program is a 
discussion of any finishing/repair questions 
 problems you have.

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

Tom Whalley



ARTISTRY IN       

WOOD SHOW

Des Moines Woodworkers,  

Turners, and Carvers. 

Come see a showcase of handcrafted projects created by 

local members.  Furniture, scroll saw, intarsia, carving, 

turning are among the many projects on display.  See toys, 

bowls, faceplate turning and relief carvings; all hand made 

by dedicated artisans from novice to professional

April 28 & 29

  Free Admission
Woodsmith Store 

Des Moines 

FREE ADMISSION 

──── 

Creations by Local 

Artists 

──── 

Woodworking Carving  

Turning 

──── 

Woodsmith Store 

10320 Hickman  

Clive, Iowa 

──── 

April 28, 9 - 5 PM 

 April 29, 11- 3PM 

DES MOINES 

 WOODWORKERS 

ASSOCIATION 

DES MOINES 

TURNERS INC. 

MID IOWA CARVERS 
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 Craig Ruegsegger.

Have you moved?  Upgraded your tool inventory?  
Got a new smart phone?  You may need to update 
your contact information and all you have to do is to 
send an email to the Club at 
email@dmwoodworkers.com. 

Email Service
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Preferred Supplier List has not been published this 
month. Check prior Newsletters or Website 
“Resources>Preferred Suppliers” for list.
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