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Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Happy March, maybe even happy
springtime. Good news first; Eugene Harms has
volunteered to be our new Librarian. Thanks
Eugene! I’m sure he could use some help to put
our extensive library into good shape. Offer him
your help, I’m sure he’d appreciate it.
We are in serious danger of losing our Toy program.
Why? I’m glad you asked. We need a leader! Ron
has it all set up, so stepping in will be easy. Please
consider as it would be a shame to drop this program
after all the work many Club members have put into it.

2018 Membership Renewals
Doug Rasmussen, Communication Manager

Our 2018 normal renewal period ended January
31st. Of the 428 Members we had at the end of the
2017, 360 Members or 81% renewed their Membership for 2018. This compares to an average renewal
rate of 87% over the last 13 years. See the graph for
the number of Members at the end of each calendar year since 2003. We had the largest number
of Members in 2008 and 2013 at 462. The decline
since 2013 is, in part, due to the separation of the
Woodturners into their own Club. To offset the
number of non-renewals each year we need a constant flow of new Members. Do you know someone
you can invite to join the Club?

We also need a “door prize” buyer. It’s
real simple, 5 minutes before the meeting you walk through the Woodsmith
Store and shop.
The Club has lots of activities coming
up. In March there will be two great
classes and in April a Tool Swap and Artistry in
Wood will take place. An opportunity to clean out
the shop and one to show your accomplishments.
So get busy.

Club Meeting Program for March
Ron Hilliard, Program Committee Chair

Our March 13th program will feature Sabrina
Lowery from Tandy Leather, who will talk about
ways of combining wood and leather in projects.
Both wood and leather are beautiful organic
materials that can be worked together to achieve
noteworthy projects. Tandy Leather has been a
club sponsor for several years and is a resource for
aniline dyes which can be used with either leather
or wood. Sabrina will discuss how leather is
classified and will bring samples to show various
colors and textures that can add interest to your
next project.
We look forward to Sabrina’s presentation.

Butch McClintic
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Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Woodsmith Store Winter Seminar – Making Frame &
Panel Doors
Thursday, March 8, 2018 – 6:30 pm
Woodsmith Store
DM Woodturners Club – Fishing Lures by
Daniel Henderson
Saturday, March 10, 2018 – 1:00 pm
Woodsmith Store
Club General Meeting
Tuesday, March 13, 2018 – 7:00 pm
Woodsmith Store
SIG - Furniture Repair/Finishing
Thursday, March 15, 2018 – 1:00 pm
113 5th St, Valley Junction – Back Door
Woodsmith Store Winter Seminar – Finishing Techniques for Carving
Thursday, March 15, 2018 – 6:30 pm
Woodsmith Store
SIG - Furniture Making
Saturday, March 17, 2018 – 9:30 am
2546 NW 84th Avenue, Ankeny
Woodsmith Store Winter Seminar – Carving with
the Aid of a Scrollsaw
Thursday, March 22, 2018 – 6:30 pm
Woodsmith Store
Toy Making – Assembly
Saturday, March 24, 2017 – 9:30 am
Woodsmith Store

Membership Current Membership: 364

Membership a year ago:373

New Members

Nathan Burkhalter, Altoona
Philip Eves, Burlington
Michael E Faber, Windsor Heights
Cole Horsman, Des Moines
Walter Lauridsen, Des Moines

Douglas Minear, Johnston
Matt Oliver, Van Meter
Larry Walshire, Des Moines
Jeff Zihlman, Ankeny
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Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG

Doug Rasmussen, Communication Manager

Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

Check out the Videos on the Club Website. There
are many meeting presentation and shop tour videos. If you could not make a meeting, you can watch
the presentation video and pickup new skills. If you
were at the meeting, you can refresh your memory
on a technique you want to try.
Two new videos have been added – the Feb meeting
presentation on Wildlife Carving by Randy Hansen
and Don Opperthauser’s Shop Tour. Just log-in and
go to the Member Menu and then to Club Videos.

During the February meeting of the Repair/Refinishing SIG a discussion on back ground in wood working and shop tour was the order of the day. I think
we covered the questions. Next time to meet will
be March 15, 1:00 PM at Ron Stookey’s Country
Caboose Refinishing shop - 113-5th St in West Des
Moines, Iowa. Come to the back side of the building.
The program is a discussion of any finishing/repair
questions and problems you have.

February 2018 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

Chuck Haas called the meeting to order at 7 PM introducing guests and new members.
A leader is needed for the Toy SIG. Ron Vander Meyden has done a great job but would like to step down.
We also need a volunteer to purchase the door prizes
for the meeting.
Club videos have been improved utilizing two cameras to improve close up shots, increased editing time
and the utilization high definition imagining.
John Twedt announced that Artistry in Wood will be
held April 27-29. Please plan to bring projects. The
rules will be the same as last year. 2x4 projects are
encouraged.
Ron Vander Meyden reported that 416 toys were
given to four agencies this month with total number
given of 9,518. We need 1.5 inch cubes, please bring
these to next meeting. Ron will be stepping down as
the leader of the Toy SIG at the end of May. We need
someone to volunteer for this leadership position if
this Special Interest Group will continue and provide
toys.
Eugene Harms has agreed to assume the duties of Librarian. He asked that club members return items that
have checked out from the library. He will inventory
existing items and cull outdated material.
Tom Brumback reported that there will be two classes
offered. The first will be March 3 presented by Bob
Scott. This will be a hands-on class building two saw
3

horses from ¾” Baltic birch. Please bring a hand
jig saw. The cost for materials will be $25 for two
saw horses. The second class will be March 10 on
design elements for studio furniture and tune-up
for hand tools by Peter Kasper.
The Swap Meet will be heldApril 21st in the back
of the Woodsmith Store.
The program was presented by
Randy Hansen on how to detail
your wood carvings. He brought
to us his techniques for painting, burning and
power carving learned through his career.
A video was shown of the shop that Don Opperthauser shares at the Reserve Retirement Community in Urbandale. He shares the shop with other
residents of this facility.
Three members shared their projects with the club:
Ron Vander Meyden built a walking kangaroo
Butch McClintic shared how he constructed a table
Phil Laudenklos a hand plane.
The winner of drawing was Butch McClintic.
Door Prize Winners: Ron
Hilliard, Larry Hylbak, Brian
Messenger, Mike Myers, Mark
Sirois, and James Spellman.
Phil Laudenklos

The Bulletin Board
• Ads that you want e-mailed to Members
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts at
email@dmwoodworkers.com. Be sure to
include a price for each item plus your full
name and telephone number. Be sure to
double check your spelling – especially your
email address.
• The Club receives a small commission on
purchases you make on the WOOD Store
Website provided you access this website
from the Main Menu > Resources of the
Club’s Website.
• Skill Development Classes are a real bargain.  You only pay for project supplies. Sign
up for classes at a Club meeting or contact the
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.com for class
information.
• Do you have a friend who is interested in
woodworking? Bring them as a guest to the
next meeting.

Volunteers still Needed

• If you have extra tools you no longer use,
consider donating them to Tools for Opportunity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and
Honduras make their businesses more profitable. To learn more or become involved, call
515-292-8154, visit
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.
• Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club
Members is asked to notify a Board Member..

Spring Tool Swap Meet

Doug Rasmussen, Communication Manager

Gene Pedersen

We need to fill the Community Service Board Position. The Community Service position generally
forms a committee to assist in selecting and working on community service projects.
Ron Vander Meyden is looking for someone to replace him as head of the Toy Makers SIG. If we do
not have a volunteer by June 1st, the Toys for Kids
project will have to be terminated. This will mean
many disappointed kids.
We also need a “door prize” buyer. It’s real simple,
5 minutes before the meeting you walk through the
Woodsmith Store and shop.

Is your shop due for a spring cleaning? Here’s a
chance to sell some of your unused tools and material (to make room for new tools). Bring your tools
to the DMWA Tool Swap Meet, Saturday April 21,
from 9am to Noon. We will set up in the parking lot
behind the Woodsmith Store. The area is covered, so
a little rain won’t be a problem. Any woodworking
related items are welcome.

If you have an interest in any of these positions, let
me know at 515-252-1617 or
email@dmwoodworkers.com.

Des Moines
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• If you are receiving this Newsletter via the
Post Office and have Internet access, change
to Website delivery and save the Club $10
a year on postage and printing. We notify
Members by e-mail when a new Newsletter
has been posted to the Website. To make the
change, e-mail the Club at
email@dmwoodworkers.com.

Or come to browse and pick up some tools you need.
There are always lots of woodworking machines,
hardware, jigs, hand tools, supplies, and collectibles.
If you have tools to sell and would like to reserve a
free table, please send an email to
pedersen@gmail.com and we will be sure to have a
space for you. See you there!
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Tip of the Month – Get More From Classic Clamps

Give a woodworker a handscrew clamp
and you’re likely to get one of two reactions.
They will either ask what they’re supposed to
do with it or state, “I couldn’t live
without them in my shop.” If you fall in the
first camp, you might want to give
handscrews a look. Besides clamping two
parts together during assembly, there are
other ways to put them to work in your shop.
I added 3⁄4” dowels to a handscrew clamp so
I can secure it in the dog holes on my
workbench. Two handscrews form
an instant vise.

The wood jaws on a handscrew won’t mar
a workpiece and they allow you to easily
modify the tool for other tasks. For example,
I notched the end of the jaws so that the
handscrew can get a better grip on
round stock.

Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com) - ©August Home Publishing
Company. For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week,
please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.
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Artistry in Wood - 2018
John Twedt

The date has been set for our next show of projects
from the members of our local Woodworking and
Woodcarving groups. April 27-29 will be show
days of the projects that have been made through
the last two State Fairs. The groups sponsoring the
show have a loyal following, their members have
an obligation to present their latest work at the
show. Bring your articles in on the afternoon of the
26th. Look forward to seeing your workmanship and
skill. Projects need to be picked up on Sunday the
29th from 3:00 pm to 3:40 pm.

Rules to Exhibit at Artistry in Wood
The item should not have been previously shown at
Artistry in Wood show.
You must be a club member from a sponsoring club
to exhibit an item at Artistry in Wood.
There is no limit on how many items one member
can exhibit.
Sales of exhibits will be allowed at the show.
Two prize winners will be announced. One prize per
exhibitor.

Toy Makers SIG Update
Ron Vander Meyden, Toy-makers SIG Chair

On February 7, 416 toys were delivered to the
four agencies that we serve. This brings the total
toys delivered to 9,518. We are now in the process of getting toys ready for the April delivery
and will meet March 24th to assemble toys. The
April cutout will be an egg. We are starting a new
project that is making 1.5 inch cubes for the NICU
at Methodist Hospital. So I invite anyone who has
2X scrap material make the cubes and get them to
the toy sig.
As always we are looking for members to join our
group and all are welcome to attend the Saturday
glue up and make toys. We can always use the
help. I mentioned at the February Club meeting
that I would be stepping down from the toy coor6

dinator job at the end of the year and we are looking
for a replacement. This is an excellent opportunity
to get involved in a worthwhile Club activity. Find
a woodworking friend and make the position a 2
person job and cut the workload in half. By starting
now you will be able to see how things are done and
formulate any changes you would like to implement.
In the event that we have multiple members wanting
to do this, we will have a drawing to select the winner. In the event no one comes forward to lead this
group, it will be shut down after the May delivery.
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Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

The February meeting of the Saturday Morning
Furniture Makers group featured the following
presenters.
Chuck Hass – Chuck showed us techniques for
sharpening and using scrapers.
Bob Scott – Illustrated a technique to create feet
for a small box.
Peter Kasper – Showed a great little device to
spray many interior doors quickly and safely. He
also showed us a tool that he made, for installing
interior cabinets.
John Twedt – Showed us the form and the
techniques to create a domed lid for a small
box. Brought examples of jeweler’s saws that

could be used to remove waste from the dovetail
joint.
The March meeting of the Saturday Morning
Furniture Makers group will feature the band
saw. The previous presenter that demonstrated the
band saw was Erv Roberts. He had constructed
a band saw that he used in his own shop. This
time we will meet at my house. I have an Inca
10” and a Laguna 18”. Hope to see you, in my
shop, on the morning of the 17th of March, 9:30
AM. 2546 NW 84th Avenue, Ankeny, IA.

News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

Coming March 10th. Peter Kasper is teaching a class
on Hand Tool Tune Up. Have some hand tools that
need to be fixed or repaired? Bring them in to get
help cleaning, tuning and using. Examples: rust removal/repainting, tuning a hand plane, hollow ground
sharpening & wet stones, fitting a new handle for a
hammer and fabricating replacement parts. Let Tom
Brumback, education@dmwoodworkers.com, know
of special requests ahead of time so Peter can fit the
set up to your needs. If your request cannot be fixed
that day, the class will certainly get you pointed in the
right direction. This would be a great opportunity to

learn how to tune up your tools and fix those tools
you’ve been neglecting to repair. The class will
cost $15 to cover supplies and materials. To sign
up for the class send an email to
education@dmwoodworkers.com.
We are continuing to look for additional classes
and need volunteers to help us out. If you have a
particular project or skill and would like to share
it with the club, give us a call. (Ben Delong, Ron
Stookey, John Hoekstra, Michael Schmidt, Tom
Brumback)

2018 Dues - Send to Brian Messenger
By Brian Messenger, Data Manager

If you were a Member in 2017 you can still renew
during the rest of 2018. Renewal Dues for 2017
Members are $25 if paid before June 1st, 2018. If you
pay 2018 renewal dues from June 1st, 2018 through
the end 2018, your renewal dues are $30 but with
Membership extended to end of 2019.
Reinstatement Dues for prior Members who
were not a Member in 2017 are $30. If you Reinstate before June 1st, 2018, Membership expires at
the end of 2018. If you Reinstate from June 1st, 2018
through the end of 2018, Membership expires at the
end of 2019.
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You can pay your 2018 renewal dues at an upcoming meeting, by mail, or Online via the Clubs
Website (Main Menu item). If you pay Online you
can use your PayPal Account or if you do not have
a PayPal Account, you can use your Credit Card.
If you pay at an upcoming meeting, a check is
preferred to help us make sure your dues are properly credited. Checks should be made out to “Des
Moines Woodworkers”. Mailing address is:
Brian Messenger,
801 E Jefferson Ave,
Des Moines, IA 50316.
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Ron Vander Meyden

Email Service
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Preferred Supplier List has not been published this
month. Check prior Newsletters or Website
“Resources>Preferred Suppliers” for list.

Des Moines

Woodworkers

8160 Heather Bow, Johnston, IA 50131

Have you moved?  Upgraded your tool inventory?  
Got a new smart phone?  You may need to update
your contact information and all you have to do is to
send an email to the Club at
email@dmwoodworkers.com.

