
Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Happy February.

I hope everyone will properly remem-
ber their Valentine. There is still time 
to do a little woodworking. Something 
simple like a heart shaped box. 

Of course, it would have to be filled with chocolate. 
Better get busy.

I hope everyone is working toward finishing that 
current project for Artistry in Wood. At the next 
meeting we should have a date for it.

See you in February.

Club Meeting Program for February
Bill Fanter, Program Committee

Randy Hansen is a retired middle school 
science teacher and DMWW Club member who is 
a nationally respected wildlife carver having won 
numerous awards for excellence in his craft across 
the USA.  He will present some of his favorite 
pieces showing examples of techniques and in-
sights which distinguish his work and set him apart 
from the competition. These carvings demonstrate 
woodworking skills from handwork to turning to 
airbrush painting and beyond and will offer 
education, inspiration, and entertainment. 
See you there!
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Badge Box Update
By Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Each February, we update the Name Badge Boxes. 
We always have a few Members who do not renew 
by the end January. To fill these vacant spaces in 
the Name Badge Boxes, we have to change a few 
Members’ name badge numbers. We try to minimize 
these changes. If your badge is not under your prior 
number at the next meeting, check the index in the 
Badge Box lid for your new number.

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

Our next SIG meeting will be Thursday, February 
15th at 1:00 pm. The meeting is at Ron Stookey’s 
Valley Junction refinishing shop, 113 – 5th St in 
the Valley Junction area of West Des Moines 
(use rear entrance). The program is a discussion 
of any finishing/repair questions and problems 
you have.
.

Have you moved?  Upgraded your tool inventory?  
Got a new smart phone?  You may need to update 
your contact information and all you have to do is to 
send an email to the Club at 
email@dmwoodworkers.com. 

Email Service
Brian Messenger, Data Manager
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Officers
President

Chuck Haas, 279-5980
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Secretary

Gary Weeks, 782-7315 
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Greg Alberts, 331-3263

Board Members
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Ron Hilliard, 277-4055 
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Librarian
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Volunteer Associates:
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Data Manager
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 Doug Rasmussen, 252-1617
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Jodi Alberts, 331-3263

Web Manager
Seenu Paladi, 845-559-3197 

Video Manager
Dave Campbell, 480-0966 
Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt, 964-9294

 Furniture Repair/Finishing 
SIG Ron Stookey, 277-1555

Toy Making SIG
Ron Vander Meyden, 279-0313 

Special Events
Chuck Haas, 282-1474

Public Relations
Ron Stookey, 277-1555

Shop Videos 
Mike Crabb, 802-6822 
Meeting Refreshments
Ron Jacobson, 490-8333

& Merle Miller, 999-2365
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Membership Current Membership: 431
Membership a year ago: 424

New Members
Mark Arnold, Des Moines
Bill Brentano, Pleasant Hill
Joshua Church, Ankeny
Nichoel Church, Ankeny

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Woodsmith Store Winter Seminar – Spoon Carving
Thursday, February 1, 2018 – 6:30 pm
Woodsmith Store

Woodsmith Store Winter Seminar – Router Table Basics
Thursday, February 8, 2018 – 6:30 pm
Woodsmith Store

DM Woodturners Club
Saturday, February 10, 2018 – 1:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

Club General Meeting
Tuesday, February 13, 2018 – 7:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

SIG - Furniture Repair/Finishing
Thursday, February 15, 2018 – 1:00 pm
113 5th St, Valley Junction – Back Door

Woodsmith Store Winter Seminar – 
Drawer Making Joinery
Thursday, February 15, 2018 – 6:30 pm
Woodsmith Store

SIG - Furniture Making
Saturday, February 17, 2018 – 9:30 am
Woodsmith Store

Woodsmith Store Winter Seminar – Bandsaw Basics
Thursday, February 22, 2018 – 6:30 pm
Woodsmith Store

Toy Making – Assembly
Saturday, February 24, 2017 – 9:30 am
Woodsmith Store

Woodsmith Store Winter Seminar – Hand-Hewn Bowls
Thursday, March 1, 2018 – 6:30 pm
Woodsmith Store

Patrick Culp, Des Moines
Dave Dimond, Urbandale
Dean Howard, DeSoto
Anthony Weir, Des Moines
Logan Wittmer, Runnels
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January 2018 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

Chuck Haas called the meeting to order and invited 
guests and new members to introduce themselves. He 
turned the floor over to Kevin Kirlin. He introduced 
Gary Weeks who has volunteered to assume the du-
ties of secretary. He was elected by the club members 
to the secretary position.

John Twedt announced that Artistry in Wood would 
be held this spring. He passed around a signup sheet 
for volunteers to help with the event. This Saturday 
the furniture SIG would meet. The topic will be dove-
tails with John demonstrating his technique.

Tom Brumback said they were developing classes on 
studio furniture by Peter Casper and sawhorses from 
one piece of plywood by Bob Scott.

Ron Hilliard reported on the Christmas party. The 
party planning has been the responsibility of the 
Program Committee for several years. He felt that 
the party should have a committee focused just on 
this event. He passed a signup sheet for members 
to volunteer. He introduced Mark Hanson, our pro-
gram presenter, whose topic was Keepsake Boxes 
AKA Ensign Boxes. His detailed handout covered 
the design, tools required, construction and laser 
engraving.
There were two presenters for Show and Tell:
- Tom Brumback, a cracker and cheese tray
- Butch McClintic, a cabinet door

Attendance raffle winners were: Ron Hilliard, 
Tom McGuire, Tom Newson, Ron Stoen and Ron 
Stookey.

Toy Makers SIG Update  
Ron Vander Meyden, Toy-makers SIG Chair

On January 9, 308 toys were delivered to the four 
agencies that we serve. This brings the total toys de-
livered to 9,102. We are now in the process of get-
ting toys ready for the March delivery and will meet 
February 24th at the Woodsmith Store to assemble 
toys. The March cutout will be a shamrock. We are 
starting a new project that is making 1.5 inch cubes 
for the NICU at Methodist Hospital. So I invite 
anyone who has 2X scrap 
material make the cubes and 
get them to the toy sig. 

As always we are looking for members to join our 
group and all are welcome to attend the Saturday 
glue up and make toys. We can always use the 
help. I mentioned at the November Club meeting 
that I would be stepping down from the toy coordi-
nator job at the end of the year and we are looking 
for a replacement. This is an excellent opportunity 
to get involved in a worthwhile Club activity. Find 
a woodworking friend and make the position a 2 
person job and cut the workload in half. By starting 
now you will be able to see how things are done 

and formulate any 
changes you would 
like to implement. 
In the event that 
we have multiple 
members wanting 
to do this, we will 
have a drawing to 
select the winner.

Tom Brumback



• Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts at  
email@dmwoodworkers.com. Be sure to 
include a price for each item plus your full 
name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address. 

• The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

• Skill Development Classes are a real bar-
gain.  You only pay for project supplies. Sign 
up for classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
 education@dmwoodworkers.com for class 
information. 

• Do you have a friend who is interested in 
woodworking? Bring them as a guest to the 
next meeting.

The Bulletin Board

• If you are receiving this Newsletter via the 
Post Office and have Internet access, change 
to Website delivery and save the Club $10 
a year on postage and printing. We notify 
Members by e-mail when a new Newsletter 
has been posted to the Website. To make the 
change, e-mail the Club at 
email@dmwoodworkers.com.

• If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit 
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

• Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member..
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News from the Education Committee 
Ben DeLong, Education Committee

Coming March 10-11th. Survey of studio furni-
ture makers and practical trim carpentry. Also, a 
hand tool tune up. Everybody has a rusty old tool 
they aren’t using but could be helpful if tuned up. 
Members could bring in old hand planes, chisels, 
spoke shaves, etc. and get a chance to fix, repair & 
sharpen under supervision of more knowledgeable 
members. 

We are continuing to look for additional classes 
and need volunteers to help us out. If you have a 
particular project or skill and would like to share 
it will the club, give us a call. (Ben Delong, Ron 
Stookey, John Hoekstra, Michael Schmidt, Tom 
Brumback)

Woodworkers
Des Moines

Butch McClintic
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Tip of the Month – Rip Fence Hold-Down

When using a featherboard or a hold-
down while ripping stock on my ta-
ble saw, the rip fence sometimes lifts 
enough for thin stock to work its way 
under the fence, ruining the cut. My 
solution was to attach a hold-down to 
the rear of the fence.

Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com) - ©August Home Publishing 
Company. For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week, 

please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.

If you look at the photo, you’ll see how 
the hold-down “grabs” the back rail of 
the table saw. I used a piece of aluminum 
channel so the hold-down would slide eas-
ily along the rail.

A couple of blocks and some screws 
connect the channel to the back end 
of the rip fence. The size of the block 
matches the distance between the 
bottom of the fence and the channel. 
(Depending on the make and model of 
your saw’s rip fence, you may have to 
alter the sizes of the pieces.) With this 
hold-down, my saw’s fence now stays 
put when I’m ripping thin stock
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Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM

Ankeny Ace Hardware 
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny

Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Dr, Johnston

Country Caboose
113 5th St, Valley Junction, WDM

Des Moines Hardwoods 
4043 E 14th St, DM

(By Appt 515-577-1004)
Hutcheson Lumber

2169 180th St, Marshalltown
Johnston Ace Hardware

5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston
Kel-Welco/White Cap

1631 2nd Ave, DM
Kryger Glass

10440 Hickman Rd, Clive

Millie Wood Works
4745 NW 50th Street, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware 

100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Prairie Rose Woodworking Studio,

Indianola 515-981-9087
Sherwin Williams Co.

Multiple Central IA locations 
Tandy Leather Factory

5041 NE 14th St, Des Moines
True Value Hardware
63rd & Grand, WDM

Woodhaven
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA

800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store

10320 Hickman Rd, Clive

These out-of-state suppliers 
also offer Member discounts:

Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396

Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769

Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
800-228-0000

Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800

Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841

Preferred Suppliers
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We’re pleased to announce the addition of a new 
online retailer to our list of Preferred Suppliers and 
a change of ownership of an established local Pre-
ferred Supplier. Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop, 
based in North Carolina, also has an online store 
located at woodworkingshop.com. Klingspor sells 
a full line of power and hand woodworking tools, 
abrasives, adhesives, blades and bits, clamps, finish-
ing materials, measuring and layout tools, and many 
other items related to wood and metal working. 
DMWWA members will receive Klingspor catalog 
mailings and two emails per month, and will be eli-
gible for a 10% discount on non-powered products, 
unless another discount already applies. 

   Closer to home, Club member Cole Horsman 
has purchased Preferred Supplier Des Moines 
Hardwoods, LLC, from fellow Club member 
George Ewers. Cole’s store inventory is located 
at Storage Mart, 4043 E. 14th St., in Des Moines. 
Call Cole at 515-577-1004 for an appointment 

to view inventory.  Hardwoods are FAS or bet-
ter on the worst side, kiln dried, with one straight 
line rip. Cole can process payment by credit card 
and PayPal and offers planing and ripping serv-
ices upon request for an additional charge. Club 
members who present a current membership card 
will receive a 10% discount. More information on 
available hardwoods and dimensions is available at 
www.desmoineshardwoods.com/

   We urge you to do business with our Preferred 
Suppliers who are listed at dmwoodworkers.org/
resources/preferred-suppliers and to use your club 
membership card to obtain discounts on their qual-
ity products. If you live in central Iowa near an Ace 
or True Value Hardware store that is not already 
listed as one of our Preferred Suppliers, please 
encourage them to participate in our program and 
urge them to contact club Vice President Kevin 
Kirlin at 515-519-5104 for more information 
on the program.



2018 Dues - Send to Brian Messenger
By Brian Messenger, Data Manager 

If you were a Member in 2017 you can still renew 
during the rest of 2018. Renewal Dues for 2017 
Members are $25 if paid before June 1st, 2018. If you 
pay 2018 renewal dues from June 1st, 2018 through 
the end 2018, your renewal dues are $30 but with 
Membership extended to end of 2019. 
Reinstatement Dues for prior Members who 
were not a Member in 2017 are $30. If you Rein-
state before June 1st, 2018, Membership expires at 
the end of 2018. If you Reinstate from June 1st, 2018 
through the end of 2018, Membership expires at the 
end of 2019.

You can pay your 2018 renewal dues at an up-
coming meeting, by mail, or Online via the Clubs 
Website (Main Menu item). If you pay Online you 
can use your PayPal Account or if you do not have 
a PayPal Account, you can use your Credit Card. 
If you pay at an upcoming meeting, a check is 
preferred to help us make sure your dues are prop-
erly credited. Checks should be made out to “Des 
Moines Woodworkers”. Mailing address is: 
Brian Messenger, 
801 E Jefferson Ave, 
Des Moines, IA 50316. 
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Pallet Wood Warning
Mike Elliott, Ottumwa Woodworking League

A warning in case you ever use pallet wood. I had 
an offer of some nice looking free wood from pal-
lets that had come from another country (China to 
be exact, but the stamp may indicate
India). And having been involved with packaging 
for many years before retiring, I knew to look for a 
symbol that’s on pallets that tells where they came 
from and what they have been treated with (pallets 
are treated to kill bugs from traveling).

These particular pallets had MB in the stamp on 
them (bottom right of stamp in picture - hard to 
read). This stands for Methyl Bromide and is a 
deadly pesticide. DO NOT HANDLE, CUT OR 
BURN ANY PALLET WOOD THAT HAS MB 

STAMPED ON IT. Only a few countries still use 
this, (China and India I think), all other countries 
have banned using it. Although there are a few 
other treatments, most pallets everywhere are now 
treated with high heat and the stamp will have HT 
on it for Heat Treated. Also see:
https://www.1001pallets.com/pallet-safety/

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

The January meeting of the Saturday Morning 
Furniture Makers meeting featured John 
Twedt. Hand cut dovetails was the topic. John 
demonstrated some new tricks to use when cut-
ting the dovetails that should prove to make the 
job easier and consume less time. The fret saw that 
I used is probably not in production now but you 
should look into the saws used by the old jewelry 
makers. They should be able to hold the type of 
blades used to speed the cutting around the tails/
pins. Many thanks to all who shared!

The February meeting of Saturday Morning Fur-
niture Makers group will be a collection of topics.  
Pick one of the following: favorite tools, favorite 
jig, and any problem you would like some co-
operative assistance on. Join us on the 17th of 
February, 9:30 at the Woodsmith store.

Woodworkers
Des Moines
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We need to fill the Community Service Board 
Position. The Community Service position 
generally forms a committee to assist in selecting 
and working on community service projects. Ron 
Vander Meyden is looking for someone to replace 
him as head of the Toy Makers SIG.

If you have an interest in any of these positions, let 
me know at 515-252-1617 or
email@dmwoodworkers.com.

Volunteers still Needed 
Doug Rasmussen, Communication Manager

Have you moved?  Upgraded your tool inventory?  
Got a new smart phone?  You may need to update 
your contact information and all you have to do is to 
send an email to the Club at 
email@dmwoodworkers.com. 

Email Service
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Woodworkers
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