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Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!! from
the Board of the Des Moines Woodworkers.
Looking back, I hope everyone enjoyed the
Christmas party as much as I did. We collected
$704.00 as well as a bunch of food items for
the Urbandale Food Pantry. Thanks to all who
contributed and a special thanks to the Whalley’s for
facilitating our gift. The Board is always interested in
your input. What could we do to make the party more
enjoyable? Any ideas?

Holiday Party Review
Position Open, Secretary

The yearly Holiday Party this year was a lot of fun.
With the mild weather conditions, for December,
we had about 100 people in attendance. The food
from Smokey D’s was tasty and the dessert table
was abundant and yummy. Thanks to everyone who
brought a dessert to share.
We would also like to thank the members of the
Program Committee for managing all the details for
the party, including setting up, serving and clean up
afterwards. The committee is always interested in
feedback, so if you have ideas for next year’s party,
please let us know. Have a great year and keep
those tools sharp

As we dive into next year, once again,
I going to beg for more participation.
While we’re always interested in what
can the Club do for you, what can you
do for the Club? Please give thought to
both. We’re always looking for ideas as
to programs or class/learning needs; so
please give us your thoughts.
Enjoy your Family and see you next year.
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Club Calendar - Meetings and Events
Club General Meeting
Tuesday, January 9, 2017 – 7:00 pm
Woodsmith Store
SIG - Furniture Repair/Finishing
Thursday, January 11, 2017 – 1:00 pm
113 5th St, Valley Junction – Back Door
SIG - Furniture Making
Saturday, January 13, 2017 – 9:30 am
Woodsmith Store
DM Woodturners Club
Saturday, January 13, 2017 – 1:00 pm
Woodsmith Store
Toy Making – Assembly
Saturday, January 20, 2017 – 9:30 am
Woodsmith Store

Woodsmith Store Seminar – General Finishes
Demo
Saturday, January 27, 2017 – 9:30 am – 3:30 pm
Woodsmith Store

Membership

Current Membership: 423
Membership a year ago: 411
Des Moines

Woodworkers

New Members

Susan Harris, Des Moines
John Kelly, Ankeny
Jason Stone, Clive
Matt Umland, Urbandale
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Club Meeting Program for January

Volunteers still Needed

Ron Hilliard, Program Committee Chair

Doug Rasmussen, Communication Manager

At our January 9th meeting, Club Member Mark
Hanson will discuss his approach to building unique
commemorative boxes for friends and family
members. Mark has been crafting these boxes for
several years and will demonstrate construction
techniques that enable him to achieve a high level
of precision and beauty. Many of Mark’s boxes have
been made to celebrate a graduation from one of
the nation’s military academies, while others capture a theme or event significant to the recipient. I
have been impressed with Mark’s designs, finishing
techniques and his installation of hinges. We look
forward to Mark’s presentation.

We need to fill the Community Service and Secretary Board Positions. The Community Service
position generally forms a committee to assist
in selecting and working on community service
projects. The Secretary position attends both the
General and Board meetings every month and
takes some notes. Ron Vander Meyden is looking for someone to replace him as head of the Toy
Makers SIG.

Email Service
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Have you moved? Upgraded your tool inventory?
Got a new smart phone? You may need to update
your contact information and all you have to do is to
send an email to the Club at
email@dmwoodworkers.com.

We also need someone to handle our Email Service. This position edits and sends out emails to all
Members two or three times a week using Club
provided mass mailing software. The Data Manager maintains email addresses and provides them
to this position.
If you have an interest in any of these positions, let
me know at 515-252-1617 or
email@dmwoodworkers.com.

Des Moines

Woodworkers
Time to Pay 2018 Dues - Send to Brian Messenger
By Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Your Membership expires Dec 31, unless you have
already renewed for 2018 or became a new Member
after June 1, 2017. Annual renewal dues are $25.
Members renewing by Dec 31 will have their new
Membership Card mailed to them the first week of
January. Your current Membership Card is good
through Jan 15, 2018 to allow us time to mail your
new Card. This two week grace period means you
won’t miss any buying opportunities while waiting
for your 2018 Card.
To help spread the workload, please pay your 2018
dues as soon as possible. While you’re thinking
about it, make your payment today - don’t wait
until the last minute. You can pay your dues at an
upcoming meeting, by mail or Online via the Club's
Website (Main Menu item).
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If you pay Online you can use your PayPal
Account or if you do not have a PayPal Account,
you can use your Credit Card. If you pay at an
upcoming meeting, a check is pre-ferred to help us
make sure your dues are properly credited. Checks
should be made out to
“Des Moines Woodworkers”. Mailing address is:
Brian Messenger, 801 E Jefferson Ave,
Des Moines, IA 50316.
Your current payment status is shown at the bottom of Club Emails. Allowing for mailing time,
Club Email Payment Status is fairly current. I
f you do not get Club Emails, you can contact
Brian Messenger at 515-290-4497 or email at
email@dmwoodworkers.com to find out your current payment status.

The Bulletin Board
• Ads that you want e-mailed to Members
should be emailed to Doug Rasmussen at
email@dmwoodworkers.com. Be sure to
include a price for each item plus your full
name and telephone number. Be sure to
double check your spelling – especially your
email address.
• The Club receives a small commission on
purchases you make on the WOOD Store and
the Woodsmith Store Websites provided you
access these websites from the Main Menu >
Resources of the Club’s Website.
• Skill Development Classes are a real bargain. You only pay for project supplies. Sign
up for classes at a Club meeting or contact the
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.com for class
information.
• Do you have a friend who is interested in
woodworking? Bring them as a guest to the
next meeting.

• If you are receiving this Newsletter via the
Post Office and have Internet access, change
to Website delivery and save the Club $10
a year on postage and printing. We notify
Members by e-mail when a new Newsletter
has been posted to the Website. To make the
change, e-mail the Club at
email@dmwoodworkers.com.
• If you have extra tools you no longer use,
consider donating them to Tools for Opportunity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and
Honduras make their businesses more profitable. To learn more or become involved, call
515-292-8154, visit
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.
• Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club
Members is asked to notify a Board Member..

Toy Makers SIG Update

Ron Vander Meyden, Toy-makers SIG Chair

On December 6, 2017, 335 toys were delivered
to the four agencies that we serve. This brings
the total toys delivered to 8,794. We are now in
the process of getting toys ready for the January
delivery and will meet January 20th to assemble
toys. Note that this meeting is back to our normal
meeting time of the 3rd Saturday of the month.
The January cutout is a snowman.
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As always we are looking for members to join our
group and all are welcome to attend the Saturday
glue up and make toys. We can always use the

help. I mentioned at the November Club meeting that
I would be stepping down from the toy coordinator
job at the end of the year and we are looking for a
replacement. This is an excellent opportunity to get
involved in a worthwhile Club activity. Find a woodworking friend and make the position a 2 person job
and cut the workload in half. By starting now you will
be able to see how things are done and formulate any
changes you would like to implement. In the event
that we have multiple members wanting to do this, we
will have a drawing to select the winner. Have a great
Holiday Season!

Furniture Makers SIG News

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG

John Twedt, SIG Chair

Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

The January meeting of the Saturday Morning
Furniture Makers Group will be presented by John
Twedt. Hand cut dovetails will be the topic. Cutting dovetails is a basic skill for many woodworkers. Join us and improve your basic skills on the
13th of January at the Woodsmith Store, 9:30 am.

Our next SIG meeting will be Thursday, January
11th at 1:00 pm. The meeting is at Ron Stookey’s
Valley Junction refinishing shop, 113 – 5th St in the
Valley Junction area of West Des Moines (use rear
entrance). The program is a discussion of any finishing/repair questions and problems you have.
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Tip of the Month – Sharpening Jig Tackles Tricky Blades

I have a couple of tools with skewed blades. I find it a difficult
task to sharpen these tools with a standard honing jig. So I built
the jig you see here. This jig holds the blade at the proper angle
to the sharpening surface so I can hone a perfect edge identically every time I use it.

As you can see in the drawing, the jig consists of a block with a
fence and a stop to position the tool. Acrylic attached to the bottom of the block allows it to glide over a base that holds a strip
of sandpaper for sharpening. Since the jig is built to fit a specific
chisel, plane iron, or turning tool, you may need to adjust the
size or angle to your needs. I chose MDF to make the base. It’s
smooth and flat, so it makes the perfect base for sharpening.

The mitered block is made from hardwood. The bevel on top
of the block is cut to match the bevel on the blade, as shown
in Figure 1. The next step is to cut a wide dado so that the
block straddles the base (Figure 2). Figure 3 shows you how
to cut an angled kerf in the top of the block to match the skew
of the blade. Finally, you can cut two pieces of hardboard for
a fence and a stop then glue them in place. To finish off the
block, I added two glides on each end of the block. The glides
are made from acrylic and are glued in place.

Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com) - ©August Home Publishing
Company. For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week,
please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.
5

Issue 216

www.dmwoodworkers.com

January 2018

Preferred Suppliers
We hope you’re patronizing the Preferred Suppliers
listed on our club website and using your DMWWA
membership discount at those businesses. We know
from past experience that DMWWA members
frequently use their club discount at local hardware
stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on
our Preferred Suppliers list. If your local hardware
store is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure
to ask them why not and whether they’re interested
in getting on our list and getting more business
from you and our other 400+ members. Email me
vp@dmwoodworkers.com with contact informaAcme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM
Ankeny Ace Hardware
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny
Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Dr, Johnston
Country Caboose
113 5th St, Valley Junction, WDM
Des Moines Hardwoods
3000 Gateway Dr,
Carlisle (By Appt)
Hutcheson Lumber
2169 180th St, Marshalltown
Johnston Ace Hardware
5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston
Kel-Welco/White Cap
1631 2nd Ave, DM

These preferred local suppliers support us through
Members discounts & assistance with association
projects, so please support them. Be sure to ask
about an item’s discount and show your current
Membership card before you make a purchase.
Check the Club Website for more information.

Kryger Glass
10440 Hickman Rd, Clive
Millie Wood Works
4745 NW 50th Street, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware
100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Prairie Rose Woodworking Studio,
Indianola 515-981-9087
Sherwin Williams Co.
Multiple Central IA locations
Tandy Leather Factory
5041 NE 14th St, Des Moines

News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

Coming in the spring, Peter Kasper will be teaching a class on Studio Furniture. He will blend
some history of furniture makers in the 20th
century craft movement with demonstrations of
various studio furniture techniques. Stay tuned for
details. We are continuing to look for additional
classes and need volunteers to help us out. If you
have a particular project or skill and would like to
share it will the club, give us a call. (Ben Delong,
Ron Stookey, John Hoekstra, Michael Schmidt,
Tom Brumback)
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tion for your local hardware store (owner/manager
name and phone number) and I’ll contact them
about becoming a Preferred Supplier. Thanks for
your help!

True Value Hardware
63rd & Grand, WDM
Woodhaven
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA
800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store
10320 Hickman Rd, Clive
These out-of-state suppliers
also offer Member discounts:
Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396
Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769
Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800
Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841

