
Sawdust from the Prez…
Ken Rummer, President

The plans called for an angled 
dado across the end of the stretch-
er. I was taking the outdoor bench 
class and this was my first attempt 
at an angled cut with the stacked 
dado blades on the table saw. I 

set the miter gauge for 10 degrees, raised the cutters to 
just short of my desired depth, and matched the layout 
line with the edge of the blade. Holding the work-
piece to the miter fence, I pushed it through, slow and 
steady.

I hit the Off paddle and checked the result. Disaster. 
The cut veered off the line and ended up
beyond the other side of the planned dado.

When I asked a few other woodworkers, they said, 
“Oh yes. Creep.” They recommended adding sandpa-
per to the miter gauge fence and clamping the work-
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piece. “You’d think you could hold the piece tight 
enough with hand pressure on an angled cut, but 
then it creeps on you as you push it through.”

So, suddenly realizing that the bench I was build-
ing wanted to be four inches shorter than the one 
in the plan, I cut off the mis-dadoed end of the 
stretcher. With a new layout line and the rec-
ommended clamp, this time the operation was a 
success.

It got me thinking about how much of my anxie-
ty in woodworking grows out of fear of making 
mistakes, and yet how much of my woodworking 
learning has come precisely by making mistakes.

During our club tour at Kreg last September, the 
product engineer talked about one of their de-
sign mantras: “The faster we fail, the quicker we 
learn.”

Maybe the path to better woodworking leads 
through mistakes, and not around them.

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

The January meeting of the SMFMG was pre-
sented by Shawn Brown who gave us informa-
tion concerning a shop made CNC router. Shawn 
handed out pages of information detailing the 
components involved, software and resources 
necessary to get started in CNC. Many thanks to 
Shawn for a great presentation.

The February meeting of the SMFMG will be 
presented by John Twedt who will talk about 
the construction of a Chinese style table using 
traditional joints. A drawing of the joints and 
discussion of the process will be part of the pres-
entation. Please join us at the Woodsmith Store 
on the 18th of February at 9:30.  Butch McClintic



Issue 261 www.dmwoodworkers.org February 2023

Officers
President

Ken Rummer
Vice President

Brian Messenger 
Secretary

Mark Schillerstom
Treasurer

Greg Alberts

Board Members
Program Chair

Peter Kasper
Education Chair
Tom Brumback

Community Service Chair
Position Open

Librarian
Shawn Brown

Newsletter Editor
Nathan Kress

Volunteer Associates:
Data Manager

Brian Messenger
Web Manager
Position Open

Email Manager
  Position Open
Video Manager
Dave Campbell

Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey

Special Events
Chuck Haas

Public Relations
Ron Stookey
Shop Videos 
Ben DeLong

Meeting Refreshments
Position Open

For contacting the Club’s Officers 
call the Club’s phone number 

515-650-6559.

2

Membership 
Current Membership: 314
Membership a year ago: 360

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Club General Meeting
February 16th, 2023–7:00 PM (Fred Maytag Scout Center, 
6123 Scout Trail, Des Moines, IA50321 and on Zoom)

SIG - Furniture Making 
February 18th, 2023–9:30 AM (The Woodsmith Store, 10320 
Hickman Rd, Clive, IA 50325)

Woodworkers
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New Members  
Current Membership: 314
Membership a year ago: 360

Craig Ruegsegger

312
364

Rob Zerr, Waukee
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Community Service Chair: Our Community 
Service Chair has been open for 18 months, and it
would be great for the Association if you, reader, 
would consider volunteering to get it going again!
An important part of our nonprofit mission is to 
serve the community at large, and we have a long
history of giving back to the Des Moines area.

From our handbook: For many years the Associa-
tion has provided service that benefits the
community by donating materials and skills for 
appropriate activities. The Community Service 
Chair will:
- Chair the Community Service Committee, 
   which reviews requests based on our 
    project guidelines.
- Propose community service projects to the
   Board for approval.
- Publicize projects among the membership and
   to the public.

Volunteers Needed: 
Brian Messenger, VP & Data Manager    - Find volunteers to perform community service      

projects when necessary.
- Send thank you letters to donors.

If you can step up and help us, there’s no shortage 
of requests for help and past project ideas in our
history. We have several projects already proposed 
and waiting to hear back from us, including:
- Kristkindle Market booth assembly
- Help with a hands-on activity at Bright 
   Sparks 4-H Club
- Staff a trick-or-treat display at 
   DSM Botanical Garden
- Pinewood Derby mentoring with various 
   Scout troops in midwinter Past project ideas:
- Festival of Trees and Lights project with 
   Turners and Carvers
- Collect member-made art and furniture for 
   other nonprofits to auction as fundraisers
- Toy building projects for charity
- Coordinate volunteers with Tools for 
   Opportunity
- Food bank donation drive

 

Join us for the February 
Des Moines Woodwork-
ers General Members 
Meeting to a presentation 
from Club member since 
2017, and current Presi-
dent, Ken Rummer. Ken 

will present a program on the design and build pro-
cess for a pair of bedside tables he and his wife built 
as a pandemic project. They feature grain-wrapped 
mitered case joints, floating legs, and hidden hinges.

Bring your project for Show and Tell. We’ll be draw-
ing for door prizes from the Show and Tell entries.

Look over the library offerings at the meeting. You 
can also go the library tab on the club website and 
order a book or two to pick up at the meeting.

Club Meeting Program 
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

And, of course, look forward to coffee and cook-
ies, and talking woodworking with friends old
and new.

The meeting will take place on our usual third 
Thursday date (Feb 16) at 7 PM in the beautiful
Fred Maytag II Scout Center, 6123 Scout Trail, 
Des Moines. If you are not able to join us at the 
Scout Center then you can join through Zoom, 
see the Club email for Zoom access information. 

Meeting Agenda:
• 6:45pm - Doors open
• 7:00pm - Welcome! and hopefully jokes
• 7:05pm - Introduction of Tonight’s Guest 

Presenter
• 7:10pm - Presentation
• 7:45pm - Question and Answer with presenter
• 8:05pm - 5 MINUTE BREAK 
• 8:10pm - Show and Tell
• 8:30pm - Meeting Adjourn
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Meeting Called to Order by President Ken Rummer 
at 7:00 PM.

Program by Gene Peterson about Tools for Opportu-
nity and beginning woodworker tools (see the video 
for the presentation).

Announcements:
Theresa is looking for someone who does 
rosemaulling (Norwegien painting style).
Furniture SIG: Saturday January 21, Making a C&C 
at Woodsmith Store 9:30
Upcoming Classes: All put together, look for more 
information next week.
Sign Up for Meeting Refreshments
Program Chair needed
Library:  Some tools available for checkout.  New 
additions of books coming to the library.

Show and Tell

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.

January Meeting 2023 Meeting Notes
Mark Schillerstrom, Secretary
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Time to Update Your 
Membership Information
Brian Messenger, VP & Data Manager    

Have you moved? Changed your email address? 
Gave up your land line, or switched carriers and 
lost your old phone number? If it’s time to up-
date your contact information, all you need to do 
is send Brian an email at
data@dmwoodworkers.org.
Thanks for helping us stay in touch with you!

Dale Herzberg

Dave Campbell

 Eugene Harms
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News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

Our Spring classes have started and there are still several class opportunities coming up. Don’t miss out on 
this excellent opportunity to learn from several excellent woodworkers. Phil Huber, who is also the host 
of the TV Show, WoodSmith Shop, Logan Wittmer, Editor in Chief of Popular Woodworking and Craig 
Ruegsegger, former Deputy Editor of WOOD Magazine. This is a great opportunity to get some quality 
woodworking training from an expert right here in Des Moines. Classes are designed for beginners as well 
as intermediate woodworkers and cover a range of topics. You can sign up for $35 for each class ($25 for 
single session classes). To sign up, simply go online to the club website (www.dmwoodworkers.org) and 
go to ONLINE PAYMENT to register and pay. Be sure to state the reason code with the name of the class 
you are signing up for. If you have any questions, contact Tom Brumback (education@dmwoodworkers.
org, 515-664-8732). For specific class questions, contact the instructor directly (philhuber11@gmail.com, 
LWittmer@aimmedia.com, c.l.regs@gmail.com) All classes will be held at Chuck Haas’s Shop located at 
(175 S 9th, West Des Moines, unit #430). Class times and dates are listed in each class.

Here are the dates and class topics:

CLASS:   Splay-Leg Shaker Side Table
INSTRUCTOR: Logan Wittmer
Email:  LWittmer@aimmedia.com
SKILL LEVEL:  Beginner/intermediate
NUMBER OF CLASS SESSIONS:  2
CLASS SIZE: 8
ESTIMATED MATERIAL COST: Approximately 10 board feet of selected material
DESCRIPTION:  In this class, we’ll be building a splay-leg shaker side table. This table, while of
basic design, offers great woodworking and the ability to combine power tools and hand tools. In
the class, we’ll focus on prepping parts by hand (time permitting), Mortise and Tenon, and drawbore
joinery.
DATES: March 4th, 9-11 AM and March 18th, 9-11 AM

CLASS:   Dovetailed Tool Chest
INSTRUCTOR: Logan Wittmer
Email:  LWittmer@aimmedia.com
SKILL LEVEL:  Beginner
NUMBER OF CLASS SESSIONS:  2
CLASS SIZE: 8
ESTIMATED MATERIAL COST: 
Approximately 10 board feet of selected material

DESCRIPTION:  In this class, we’ll build a dovetailed tool chest. This tool chest is a medium size,
perfect for housing hand tools. The focus of the class will be hand-cutting dovetails, Hand-cut
grooves and rabbets, as well as creating a “piston-fit” tray.
DATES: April 15th, 9-11 AM and April 29th, 9-11 AM

continued next page
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News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair
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CLASS:   Router Operation (handheld and router table)
INSTRUCTOR: Craig Ruegsegger
Email:  c.l.regs@gmail.com
SKILL LEVEL:  Beginner
NUMBER OF CLASS SESSIONS:  1
CLASS SIZE: 8
ESTIMATED MATERIAL COST: $0
DESCRIPTION:  Oh, the things a router can do! Master the basics of using a handheld and table-
mounted router, even if you’ve never used one before. Learn about the types of routers, so you can
buy the best one (or more!) for you, and then discover how to operate it safely to make edge
profiles, joinery, and more.
DATES: February 18th, 9-11 AM

CLASS:   Table Saw Operation Basics
INSTRUCTOR: Craig Ruegsegger
Email:  c.l.regs@gmail.com
SKILL LEVEL:  Beginner
NUMBER OF CLASS SESSIONS:  1
CLASS SIZE: 8
ESTIMATED MATERIAL COST: $0
DESCRIPTION:  The table saw simplifies ripping, crosscutting, cutting bevels, and more, but it
demands respect. See how to set up any table saw for peak performance, then learn how to safely
rip a board down its length, use the miter gauge to crosscut to length and make angled cuts, and
how basic jigs make operations easier, more accurate, and safer.
DATES: March 25th, 9-11 AM

CLASS:   Band Saw Boxes
INSTRUCTOR: Craig Ruegsegger
Email:  c.l.regs@gmail.com
SKILL LEVEL:  Beginner
NUMBER OF CLASS SESSIONS:  1
CLASS SIZE: 8
ESTIMATED MATERIAL COST: Scrap wood
DESCRIPTION:  Start repurposing scrap material into beauti-
ful, fascinating bandsaw boxes. Learn
the basic steps to make a bandsaw box, including blade selection, saw tune-up, blank prep, and
cutting sequence.
DATES: April 22nd, 9-11 AM
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We would like to give a huge Thank You! to Wood 
Magazine for a very generous donation to the club’s 
Library. They donated over 400 books to the Des 
Moines Woodworkers. I have started to dig into 
this massive collection, but it may take a while to 
get through it. If you have any interest in a specific 
topic, send me an email and I will try to get related 
books into the system first.

Also, a big Thank You to long time member Dave 
Yearian for donating a collection of DVDs. Those 
have been added to the Library system.

One topic that previously only had one book in the 
library, is what I am grouping together as “Water-
craft”. Things like, Boats, Ships, Kayaks, Canoes, 
Dinghy’s, etc. We now have books that cover 
many of these items. From replica models to full 
size usable watercraft. And even a couple of cof-
fee table books on high end wood styles on power 
boats. Search any of the above terms in the Library, 
and check them out in person at the February meet-
ing.

To place a hold on any item in the library
1.   Open a browser and go to:
      https://dmwoodworkers.org/
2.   Click on the LOGIN tab and enter 
       your username and password
3.    Click on the MEMBER tab and select Library
4.    Follow the instructions on the page to search 
       the library catalog and place a hold.
Contact the librarian by email make arrangements 
to meet you at the library to check out your book.
librarian@dmwoodworkers.org

Library News
Shawn Brown, Librarian

If you’re a member reading this on the website, 
and you haven’t been receiving our email for a 
while, please contact Brian at
 data@dmwoodworkers.org. We’d like to get our 
messages to you! Our new sending address as of 
this spring is announce@dmwoodworkers.org. 
For more reliable delivery, please add us to your 

Club Website News 
www.dmwoodworkers.org 

Woodworkers
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Francis Younghart

 Gary Weeks

 Mark Schillerstrom  Shawn Brown
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Note your membership renewal date on 
your calendar: 
 
Thanks to all of you who renewed your member-
ship on the new date over the last year! Renewals
have been running behind this year compared to 
past years, partly due to not being able to meet in
person, so check your membership expiration and 
add a reminder to your calendar to renew.

Are your dues expiring soon? Dues are now $35 
per year for new and returning members as of
January 1st.

You can find your “Renew By” date on the front of 
your member card. If you’re reading this from our
email service, look at the bottom of the email to 
find your renewal date (here is an example):

Membership Dues:  
Brian Messenger, VP & Data Manager    

To be sure you get a new card before your old 
one expires, please send in your dues online at 
least 3 weeks before your expiration date, or 4 
weeks if paying by check in the mail. If you have 
moved in the last two years, please let us know 
your new address so we can get your card to you.

You can renew any time online with your credit 
card, debit card, or Paypal account.
Visit dmwoodworkers.org and select the Online 
Payment menu.

You can also renew in person at our monthly 
meetings with cash or check, or send a check 
made out to Des Moines Woodworkers Associa-
tion to:

Des Moines Woodworkers Association
3311 100th St Unit 3564
Urbandale IA 50323-3855

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG 
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there 
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free 
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair
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John Twedt

 Mark Hansen



Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to 
email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure to 
include a price for each item plus your full 
name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address.  

The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this Website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

Skill Development Classes are a real 
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in 
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up 
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information. 

The Bulletin Board

Newsletters are sent to Members via the Club 
Website, we notify Members by e-mail when 
a new Newsletter has been posted to the 
Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters have 
been discontinued. If we do not have your 
current email address, send it to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org

If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit  
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.
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Do you have a friend who is interested in woodworking? 
Bring them as a guest to the next meeting.

Woodworkers
Des Moines

Video of a Member’s shop is a 
popular agenda item at our monthly 
General Meetings. It is great shop 
idea generator. If you are willing 
to show other members your shop, 
please contact Ben Delong at 
shopvideos@dmwoodworkers.org
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Preferred Suppliers

We hope you’re patronizing the Preferred Suppliers listed on our club website and using your DMWWA 
membership discount at those businesses. We know from past experience that DMWWA members frequent-
ly use their club discount at local hardware stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on our Preferred 
Suppliers list. If your local hardware store is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure to ask them why 
not and whether they’re interested in getting on our list and getting more business from you and our other 
400+ members. Email me (vp@dmwoodworkers.org) with contact information for your local hardware 

store (owner/manager name and phone number) and I’ll contact them about becoming a Preferred Supplier. 
Thanks for your help!

These preferred local suppliers support us through Members discounts & assistance with association 
projects, so please support them. Be sure to ask about an item’s discount and show your current Membership 

card before you make a purchase. Check the Club Website for more information.

Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM

Ankeny Ace Hardware 
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny

Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Beaver Dr, Johnston

Hutcheson Lumber & Millwork
2169 180th St, Marshalltown

Johnston Ace Hardware
5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston

Kryger Glass
10440 Hickman Rd, Clive 
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware 

100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Sharpening Solutions

2615 east Douglas Ave, Des Moines 

Sherwin Williams Co.
Multiple Central IA locations 

White Cap Construction Supply   
1631 2nd Ave, Des Moines

Woodhaven    
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA

800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store

10320 Hickman Rd, Clive

These out-of-state suppliers also offer 
Members discounts:

Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396

Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769

Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
800-228-0000

Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800

Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841

Woodworkers
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