
Sawdust from the Prez…
Ken Rummer, President

Speak-up. One of my favorite 
moments in woodworking is 
watching a rough, dusty board 
coming through the planer.

Inch by inch, I get to see the grain 
emerge in pattern and figure. I get to be the first person 
in all the world to see the way the light dances on that 
fresh-planed surface. And wonders are revealed.

The planer also uncovers knots and splits and punky 
places that I’ll have to work with or work around, but I 
still love to see it all come to light.

I think the new year may be like that. We’ll watch it 
unfold day by day. We’ll probably run into some
stuff we’d rather not see. But I’m betting we’ll uncov-
er wonders, too, underneath the shavings. So,
eyes open, everybody :)
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Turning to some highlights from the most recent 
Board meeting, three teachers will be offering
classes this spring. These classes offer a great 
opportunity to hone your woodworking skills and 
have a project to show off at the end. I’ve sure 
enjoyed the three classes I’ve been a part of.

Presenters for our Club meetings are being final-
ized through May, with Gene Petersen talking 
about Tools For Opportunity in January, and yours 
truly, at the February meeting, presenting the de-
sign and build process for a pair of bedside tables.

Our treasurer has completed an inventory of tools 
and equipment belonging to the club, and plans 
are in place to keep that inventory updated. Some 
of those tools are available to be checked out from 
our Club Library. All the library offerings are list-
ed on our website.

And finally, we have a spot opening up on the 
Program Committee. Would you like to team up 
with other folk who love to work with wood to 
find topics and presenters for our Club meetings? 
Expect to hear more at our Club meeting on 
January 19.

I look forward to seeing you then, in person or 
online. In the meantime, let’s keep making stuff 
out of wood.

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

We will have a very interesting presentation for 
the Month of January. Shawn Brown will give us
information on how to get going with CNC. Are 
you interested in what it takes to get started with 
aCNC router in your shop? With a CNC router, 
you can do routing, drilling, sawing, planing, 
boring, tapping, engraving, inlays, and more, 
with accuracy and repeatability. But what all is 
needed for hardware, software and skill set to 
get into CNC? I will give an overview of what is 
needed, one way to do it, and a short demo.

Please join us at the Woodsmith Store on the 
21st of January at 9:30 AM.

Time to Update Your 
Membership Information
Brian Messenger, VP & Data Manager    

Have you moved? Changed your email address? 
Gave up your land line, or switched carriers and 
lost your old phone number? If it’s time to up-
date your contact information, all you need to do 
is send Brian an email at
data@dmwoodworkers.org.
Thanks for helping us stay in touch with you!
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call the Club’s phone number 

515-650-6559.
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Membership 
Current Membership: 314
Membership a year ago: 360

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Club General Meeting
January 19th, 2023–7:00 PM (Fred Maytag Scout Center, 6123 
Scout Trail, Des Moines, IA50321 and on Zoom)

SIG - Furniture Making 
January 21st, 2023–9:30 AM (The Woodsmith Store, 10320 
Hickman Rd, Clive, IA 50325) 

Woodworkers
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New Members  
Kirk Robinson, Runnels
Caleb Walton, Winterset
Bill Colman, Huxley
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Community Service Chair: Our Community 
Service Chair has been open for 18 months, and it
would be great for the Association if you, reader, 
would consider volunteering to get it going again!
An important part of our nonprofit mission is to 
serve the community at large, and we have a long
history of giving back to the Des Moines area.

From our handbook: For many years the Associa-
tion has provided service that benefits the
community by donating materials and skills for 
appropriate activities. The Community Service 
Chair will:
- Chair the Community Service Committee, 
   which reviews requests based on our 
    project guidelines.
- Propose community service projects to the
   Board for approval.
- Publicize projects among the membership and
   to the public.

Volunteers Needed: 
Brian Messenger, VP & Data Manager    - Find volunteers to perform community service      

projects when necessary.
- Send thank you letters to donors.

If you can step up and help us, there’s no shortage 
of requests for help and past project ideas in our
history. We have several projects already proposed 
and waiting to hear back from us, including:
- Kristkindle Market booth assembly
- Help with a hands-on activity at Bright 
   Sparks 4-H Club
- Staff a trick-or-treat display at 
   DSM Botanical Garden
- Pinewood Derby mentoring with various 
   Scout troops in midwinter Past project ideas:
- Festival of Trees and Lights project with 
   Turners and Carvers
- Collect member-made art and furniture for 
   other nonprofits to auction as fundraisers
- Toy building projects for charity
- Coordinate volunteers with Tools for 
   Opportunity
- Food bank donation drive

 

Join us for the 
January Des Moines 
Woodworkers 
General Members
Meeting to a 

presentation from Club member Gene Pedersen. 
Hear from Gene Pedersen surroundinghis 
involvement in Tools for Opportunity. Tools for 
Opportunityprovides woodworking tools andtraining 
to craftsmen in developing countries. The craftsmen 
earn their tools to start or expand a woodworking 
business. The goal is to offer opportunities for 
financial security and self-reliance to individuals 
who would otherwise not have the resources to 
pursue their dreams of a better life. Gene will speak 
to the similarities and differences in woodworking in 
Central America versus Central Iowa. Additionally, 
he will speak to how members can get involved with 
Tools for Opportunity.

Club Meeting Program 
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

Join us in person at Fred Maytag Scout Center, 
6123 Scout Trail, Des Moines, IA 50321. If you 
are not able to join us at the Scout Center then 
you can join through Zoom, see the Club email 
for Zoomaccess information.

Please see the Club’s email announcement for 
meeting information. Stay till the end of the 
meeting for gift card drawings.

Meeting Agenda:
▪ 6:45pm - Doors open
▪ 7:00pm - Welcome! and hopefully jokes
▪ 7:05pm - Introduction of Tonight’s Guest Pre-
senter
▪ 7:10pm - Presentation
▪ 7:45pm - Question and Answer with presenter
▪ 8:05pm - 5 MINUTE BREAK
▪ 8:10pm - Show and Tell
▪ 8:30pm - Meeting Adjourn
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We celebrated the Holidays at our meeting. A spe-
cial thanks to Jody and Greg Alberts that
coordinated games, decorations and refreshments. 
The focus of the meeting was on Show and Tell,
eating tasty treats brought by members and fellow-
ship.

A members recognized for service on the Board 
and to the club:
-Chuck Haas served as President of the club from
  2014 to 2022.
-Ron Hilliard served as the Program Chair and 
  board member from 2006 to 2019.
-Eugene Harm served as Librarian and 
  board member.
-Peter Kasper served as Program Chair and 
  board member.
-Gary Weeks served as Secretary and board member.

December Meeting 2022 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary 
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Members that either brought items for Show and 
Tell or provided pictures for the items too large
to bring were:
-Chuck Haas: Birch bark bed, end table and 
  Jefferson writing desk.
-Brian Messenger: Restoration of home 
  window seat.
-Mark Schillerstrom: butcher block table.
-Gary Weeks: bed, library table, dining room
  table and six chairs and 12” and 8” wood 
  clamps.
-Tom Brumback: Juniper side table and ambrosia
  maple frame.
-Walter Pearson: craftsman style side table.
-Ken Rummer: Box for Stanley 45 plane
-Randy Offenburger: coasters
-Ken Keown: toy dump truck
-Mike Myers: Doll bed.

The winners of $50 drawing for Show and Tell 
were: Chuck Haas, Gary Weeks, Ken Rummer,
Mike Myers, Ken Keown and 
Mark Schillerstrom.

Holiday Party Update from Greg Alberts: In addi-
tion to enjoying the holiday season, attendees at
the December Christmas party also brought good 
will to others by collectively donating 82 pairs of
warm socks, that were delivered to Central Iowa 
Shelter Services CISS in downtown Des
Moines. The socks were delivered to CISS just 
ahead of the cold weather we experienced in late
December. CISS staff member John was very appre-
ciative when he received the socks, and assured us
they would be put to good use by CISS clients.
---------------------------------------------------------------
Festival of Trees Update from Greg Alberts: It’s 
a wrap - 2022 Festival of Trees: Many thanks to 
everyone who donated handmade ornaments to help 
decorate this year’s Festival of Trees & Lights entry. 
Together the Des Moines Woodturners, Woodcarv-
ers, and Woodworker clubs donated 340 high quality 
ornaments to decorate our Christmas tree entry. In 

Woodworking Announcements:
Club Members

total a record $800,000 was raised this year for 
patients and families at Blank Children’s Hospi-
tal. Highlights of the threeday
Festival include:
• 77 decorated trees
• 12,000 attendees
• 500 entertainers
• 725 volunteers
• 1 Santa
Thanks again for all your help, and we look for-
ward to participating again next year.
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News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

It’s a new year and now is the time for woodworking season. We’ve got our biggest selection of
classes for Spring for you to sink your teeth in. Don’t miss out on this excellent opportunity to
learn from several excellent woodworkers. Phil Huber, who is also the host of the TV Show,
WoodSmith Shop, Logan Wittmer, Editor in Chief of Popular Woodworking and Craig Ruegsegger,
former Deputy Editor of WOOD Magazine. This is a great opportunity to get some quality
woodworking training from an expert right here in Des Moines. Classes are designed for beginners
as well as intermediate woodworkers and cover a range of topics. You can sign up for $35 for each
class ($25 for single session classes). To sign up, simply go online to the club website
(www.dmwoodworkers.org) and go to ONLINE PAYMENT to register and pay. Be sure to state the
reason code with the name of the class you are signing up for. If you have any questions, contact
Tom Brumback (education@dmwoodworkers.org, 515-664-8732). For specific class questions,
contact the instructor directly (philhuber11@gmail.com, LWittmer@aimmedia.com,
c.l.regs@gmail.com) All classes will be held at Chuck Haas’s Shop located at (175 S 9th, West Des
Moines, unit #430). Class times and dates are listed in each class.

Here are the dates and class topics:

CLASS: Hand Plane Restoration and Tuning Class
INSTRUCTOR: Logan Wittmer
Email: LWittmer@aimmedia.com
SKILL LEVEL: Beginner
NUMBER OF CLASS SESSIONS: 1 or 2
CLASS SIZE: 8
ESTIMATED MATERIAL COST: $0
DESCRIPTION: Bring your vintage hand plane, and together, we’ll restore it and bring it back to
working order. We’ll cover flattening, tote/knob cleaning, and refinishing, but with most of the
focus on tuning the plane to get the most out of it.
DATES: February 9th, 7-9 PM and Feb 17th 7-9 PM (Feb 17th session is optional)

CLASS: Splay-Leg Shaker Side Table
INSTRUCTOR: Logan Wittmer
Email: LWittmer@aimmedia.com
SKILL LEVEL: Beginner/intermediate
NUMBER OF CLASS SESSIONS: 2
CLASS SIZE: 8
ESTIMATED MATERIAL COST: Approximately 10 board feet of selected material
DESCRIPTION: In this class, we’ll be building a splay-leg shaker side table. This table, 

while of basic design, offers great woodworking and the ability to combine power tools and hand tools. In
the class, we’ll focus on prepping parts by hand (time permitting), Mortise and Tenon, and drawbore
joinery.
DATES: March 4th, 9-11 AM and March 18th, 9-11 AM

continued next page
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News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

CLASS: Dovetailed Tool Chest
INSTRUCTOR: Logan Wittmer
Email: LWittmer@aimmedia.com
SKILL LEVEL: Beginner
NUMBER OF CLASS SESSIONS: 2
CLASS SIZE: 8
ESTIMATED MATERIAL COST: Approximately 10 board feet of selected material
DESCRIPTION: In this class, we’ll build a dovetailed tool chest. This tool chest is a medium size,
perfect for housing hand tools. The focus of the class will be hand-cutting dovetails, Hand-cut
grooves and rabbets, as well as creating a “piston-fit” tray.
DATES: April 15th, 9-11 AM and April 29th, 9-11 AM

CLASS: Router Operation (handheld and router table)
INSTRUCTOR: Craig Ruegsegger
Email: c.l.regs@gmail.com
SKILL LEVEL: Beginner
NUMBER OF CLASS SESSIONS: 1
CLASS SIZE: 8
ESTIMATED MATERIAL COST: $0
DESCRIPTION: Oh, the things a router can do! Master the basics of using a handheld and tablemounted
router, even if you’ve never used one before. Learn about the types of routers, so you can
buy the best one (or more!) for you, and then discover how to operate it safely to make edge
profiles, joinery, and more.
DATES: February 18th, 9-11 AM

CLASS: Table Saw Operation Basics
INSTRUCTOR: Craig Ruegsegger
Email: c.l.regs@gmail.com
SKILL LEVEL: Beginner
NUMBER OF CLASS SESSIONS: 1
CLASS SIZE: 8
ESTIMATED MATERIAL COST: $0
DESCRIPTION: The table saw simplifies ripping, crosscutting, cutting bevels, and more, but it
demands respect. See how to set up any table saw for peak performance, then learn how to safely
rip a board down its length, use the miter gauge to crosscut to length and make angled cuts, and
how basic jigs make operations easier, more accurate, and safer.
DATES: March 25th, 9-11 AM
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I would like to thank former Librarian Eugene 
Harms for his dedicated work to the Library. Eu-
genehas organized, updated and made the library 
available for on-line search. And I hope to continue 
withthe great foundation he has laid.

Now that the year end rush is over, have you no-
ticed your table saw is long overdue for some
maintenance? Is your jointer not jointing as well as 
it used to? Are your drill bits and chisels in need
of some sharpening? Did you know, the club library 
has tools you can check out that will help get
your machines tuned up! Below is a short list of 
tools available.

To adjust your table saw alignment with the - Mas-
ter Plate and A-Line-It Gage by In-Line Industries
To adjust your Jointer blades with the - Jointer Pal 
W1210 - Magnetic Knife Setting Jig for Jointers
by Woodstock International

For sharpening drill bits check out the - Drilldoctor 
Drill Bit Sharpening System

For sharpening chisels and other flat blades check 
out the - Work Sharp Sharpening System

Check out these tools, along with other

To place a hold on any item in the library
1.   Open a browser and go to:
      https://dmwoodworkers.org/
2.   Click on the LOGIN tab and enter 
       your username and password
3.    Click on the MEMBER tab and select Library
4.    Follow the instructions on the page to search 
       the library catalog and place a hold.
Contact the librarian by email make arrangements 
to meet you at the library to check out your book.
librarian@dmwoodworkers.org

Library News
Shawn Brown, Librarian

If you’re a member reading this on the website, 
and you haven’t been receiving our email for a 
while, please contact Brian at
 data@dmwoodworkers.org. We’d like to get our 
messages to you! Our new sending address as of 
this spring is announce@dmwoodworkers.org. 
For more reliable delivery, please add us to your 
email contacts, and to your SPAM “allow” list if 
you have one.

Club Website News 
www.dmwoodworkers.org 
Brian Messenger, VP & Data Manager    

Woodworkers
Des Moines

CLASS: Band Saw Boxes
INSTRUCTOR: Craig Ruegsegger
Email: c.l.regs@gmail.com
SKILL LEVEL: Beginner
NUMBER OF CLASS SESSIONS: 1
CLASS SIZE: 8
ESTIMATED MATERIAL COST: Scrap wood
DESCRIPTION: Start repurposing scrap material 
into beautiful, fascinating bandsaw boxes. Learn
the basic steps to make a bandsaw box, including 
blade selection, saw tune-up, blank prep, and
cutting sequence.
DATES: April 22nd, 9-11 AM

Issue 260 www.dmwoodworkers.org January 2023



8

Note your membership renewal date on 
your calendar: 
 
Thanks to all of you who renewed your member-
ship on the new date over the last year! Renewals
have been running behind this year compared to 
past years, partly due to not being able to meet in
person, so check your membership expiration and 
add a reminder to your calendar to renew.

Are your dues expiring soon? Dues are now $35 
per year for new and returning members as of
January 1st.

You can find your “Renew By” date on the front of 
your member card. If you’re reading this from our
email service, look at the bottom of the email to 
find your renewal date (here is an example):

Membership Dues:  
Brian Messenger, VP & Data Manager    

To be sure you get a new card before your old 
one expires, please send in your dues online at 
least 3 weeks before your expiration date, or 4 
weeks if paying by check in the mail. If you have 
moved in the last two years, please let us know 
your new address so we can get your card to you.

You can renew any time online with your credit 
card, debit card, or Paypal account.
Visit dmwoodworkers.org and select the Online 
Payment menu.

You can also renew in person at our monthly 
meetings with cash or check, or send a check 
made out to Des Moines Woodworkers Associa-
tion to:

Des Moines Woodworkers Association
3311 100th St Unit 3564
Urbandale IA 50323-3855

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG 
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there 
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free 
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair
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Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to 
email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure to 
include a price for each item plus your full 
name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address.  

The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this Website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

Skill Development Classes are a real 
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in 
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up 
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information. 

The Bulletin Board

Newsletters are sent to Members via the Club 
Website, we notify Members by e-mail when 
a new Newsletter has been posted to the 
Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters have 
been discontinued. If we do not have your 
current email address, send it to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org

If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit  
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.
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Do you have a friend who is interested in woodworking? 
Bring them as a guest to the next meeting.

Woodworkers
Des Moines

Video of a Member’s shop is a 
popular agenda item at our monthly 
General Meetings. It is great shop 
idea generator. If you are willing 
to show other members your shop, 
please contact Ben Delong at 
shopvideos@dmwoodworkers.org
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Preferred Suppliers

We hope you’re patronizing the Preferred Suppliers listed on our club website and using your DMWWA 
membership discount at those businesses. We know from past experience that DMWWA members frequent-
ly use their club discount at local hardware stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on our Preferred 
Suppliers list. If your local hardware store is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure to ask them why 
not and whether they’re interested in getting on our list and getting more business from you and our other 
400+ members. Email me (vp@dmwoodworkers.org) with contact information for your local hardware 

store (owner/manager name and phone number) and I’ll contact them about becoming a Preferred Supplier. 
Thanks for your help!

These preferred local suppliers support us through Members discounts & assistance with association 
projects, so please support them. Be sure to ask about an item’s discount and show your current Membership 

card before you make a purchase. Check the Club Website for more information.

Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM

Ankeny Ace Hardware 
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny

Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Beaver Dr, Johnston

Hutcheson Lumber & Millwork
2169 180th St, Marshalltown

Johnston Ace Hardware
5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston

Kryger Glass
10440 Hickman Rd, Clive 
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware 

100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Sharpening Solutions

2615 east Douglas Ave, Des Moines 

Sherwin Williams Co.
Multiple Central IA locations 

White Cap Construction Supply   
1631 2nd Ave, Des Moines

Woodhaven    
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA

800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store

10320 Hickman Rd, Clive

These out-of-state suppliers also offer 
Members discounts:

Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396

Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769

Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
800-228-0000

Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800

Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841

Woodworkers
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