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Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Happy November! The
month that starts the Holiday
season. November 1st also signals, to me, that it’s time to plan
time for Christmas giving. I kind
of have a head start. I have a few

projects that didn’t get finished last year. That is
definitely going to help get me in the spirit.
November will also be the start of our new meeting space and night. The Boy Scout Center will
provide us with a very nice space with great
amenities. I think everyone will enjoy it.

Club Meeting Program
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

Join us for the November Des Moines Woodworkers
General Members Meeting to a presentation from Club
member and Program Committee Chair Peter Kasper.
Ever wonder what type of joint is best for your project?
Peter Kasper, owner of Phoenix Cabinetry in Des
Moines, will walk you through how to select the joint
for your project based on your needs, tools, and skill
level. Join us on Thursday, November 17, in-person or
virtually, as Peter shows different joinery techniques,
compares and contrasts various types of joints, and
answers your questions about joinery.
Beginning in 4-H, Peter Kasper discovered his interest
in woodworking. In high school, Kasper became more
and more self-driven to make tools, jigs, and projects
with the help of Woodsmith magazines. He studied
woodworking and furniture design at Iowa State University before ultimately starting his cabinetry and fine
woodworking business. Today Kasper focuses on custom kitchens and remodeling projects in central Iowa.
Kasper enjoys teaching 4-H’ers and scouts the fundamentals of woodworking with his wife in his free time.

Des Moines

Join us in person at Fred Maytag Scout Center,
6123 Scout Trail, Des Moines, IA 50321. If you
are not able to join us at the Scout Center then
you can join through Zoom, see the Club email
for Zoom access information.
Please see the Club’s email announcement for
meeting information. Stay till the end of the
meeting for gift card drawings.
Meeting Agenda:
6:45pm - Doors open
7:00pm - Welcome! and hopefully jokes
7:05pm - Introduction of Tonight’s Guest Presenter
7:10pm - Presentation
7:45pm - Question and Answer with presenter
8:05pm - 5 MINUTE BREAK
8:10pm - Show and Tell
8:30pm - Meeting Adjourn
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Officers

President
Chuck Haas
Vice President
Brian Messenger
Secretary
Gary Weeks
Treasurer
Greg Alberts

Board Members

Program Chair
Peter Kasper
Education Chair
Tom Brumback
Community Service Chair
Position Open
Librarian
Eugene Harms
At-Large
Ken Rummer

Des Moines

Woodworkers
Club Calendar - Meetings and Events
Club General Meeting
November 17th, 2022 – 7:00 PM (Fred Maytag Scout Center,
6123 Scout Trail, Des Moines, IA 50321 and on Zoom)
SIG - Furniture Making
November 12th, 2022 – 9:30 AM (The Woodsmith Store,
10320 Hickman Rd, Clive, IA 50325)

Volunteer Associates:

Newsletter Editor
Nathan Kress
Data Manager
Brian Messenger
Web Manager
Position Open
Email Manager
Position Open
Video Manager
Dave Campbell
Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt
Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey
Special Events
Chuck Haas
Public Relations
Ron Stookey
Shop Videos
Ben DeLong
Meeting Refreshments
Position Open
For contacting the Club’s Officers
call the Club’s phone number
515-650-6559.
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New Members

Membership

Current Membership: 310
Membership a year ago: 386
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Annual Meeting
November is our Annual Meeting, where we’ll
elect your fellow members to serve on the Board
of Directors. At the November 17th meeting, we
will choose up to nine fellow members to serve as
Officers (President, Vice President, Secretary, and
Treasurer) and Board Members (Program Chair,
Education Chair, Librarian, Community Service
Chair, and Newsletter) of the Association. This will
be a simple voice vote for any positions running
unopposed.
One thing is changing with our board this year: we
discovered that until about 10 years ago the Newsletter Editor was also a board member, and may
have been accidentally dropped from the board
then. So we invited Nathan Kress, our editor for the
last 5 1/2 years, to run for one of our 9 board positions as the Newsletter Editor, and we will drop the
At-Large position going forward. Ken Rummer,
who has held that position till now, will be running
for President as Chuck Haas steps down after a long
run.
In addition, Gary Weeks will be stepping down as
Secretary after 5 years, and Eugene Harms will be
retiring from the Librarian role which he started just
after Gary, with assistant librarian Shawn Brown
running to be our new Librarian.

Time to Update Your
Membership Information
Brian Messenger, VP & Data Manager

Have you moved? Changed your email address? Gave up your land line, or switched
carriers and lost your old phone number? If
it’s time to update your contact information, all
you need to do is send Brian an email at
data@dmwoodworkers.org.
Thanks for helping us stay in touch with you!
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Here is the slate of nominees that will be presented for next year’s board of directors
( * = incumbent )
President: Ken Rummer (currently Chuck Haas)
Vice President: *Brian Messenger
Secretary: open (currently Gary Weeks)
Treasurer: *Greg Alberts
Program Chair: *Peter Kasper (stepping down
in February)
Education Chair: *Tom Brumback
Librarian: Shawn Brown (currently Eugene
Harms)
Community Service: open (currently open)
Newsletter Editor: Nathan Kress
Members attending the November Annual Meeting may nominate themselves or others for a
position during the meeting too.
* The Secretary position is a great way to get
to know what the board does and how the club
operates.
* Community Service is great way to make a
difference in our city and can be personally
rewarding too.
* Peter will be stepping down in February to
take on a new tiny employee at home, so we
will need to find a Program Chair soon as well.
* We could also use volunteer help with several
projects that don’t require joining the board
- a great way to see if we’re a good fit for your
interests.
We hope you’ll consider getting involved to
help to keep your Des Moines Woodworkers Association improving.
Hope to see you on November 17th!
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New Meeting Location

Thank you to all of you who contacted us about the
new location and time we’ve been exploring for
DMWA monthly meetings!
Moving to the Mid-Iowa Scout Center on the Third
Thursday of the month is more convenient for some
of our members we heard from, and less so for others. On balance, the new time and location seems to
serve at least as many members as Franklin Jr High
has done.

Your DMWA board met on October 19th and voted
to move our November Annual Meeting and all
future monthly general meetings to the Third
Thursday of the month at the Fred Maytag II
Mid-Iowa Scout Center in Des Moines.
We will send directions and more information about
the venue as we get closer to our next meeting,
which is set for:
Thursday, November 17th at 7pm
Mid Iowa Scout Center
6123 Scout Trail, Des Moines, IA.

Volunteers Needed:

Brian Messenger, VP & Data Manager

Club Web Manager:
If you’re interested in the web, email, or social
media, we have a lot more we could be doing
to reach out to new people, keep in contact with
existing members, and promote the Des Moines
Woodworkers online.
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Please get in touch with me directly at
vp@dmwoodworkers.org if you’d like to know
more about helping your DMWA maintain and
improve our website, social media accounts and
email service. You can contribute as much or little
as you have time for, and whatever you’re able
to contribute will give me time to work on other
improvements,
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Woodworking Announcements:
Club Members

DesMoinesWoodworkers

HolidayHappening


Thursday,December15,2022Ͳ7:00PM
justforfun:

begladforyourplaid
or

channelyourflannel

yourshirtcanbeeitherfortheevening.

White Elephant
Bring a wrapped gift
(no more than $10)
and you will receive
one in return.

Brush up on your
holiday music – there
may be a prize
involved!
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bring your

Show-N-Tell
to share with others

If you wish to
help those most in need
this season, please bring
any number of pairs of
new white sweat socks.

November 2022
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Volunteers Needed:

- Send thank you letters to donors.

Brian Messenger, VP & Data Manager

Community Service Chair: Our Community
Service Chair has been open for 18 months, and it
would be great for the Association if you, reader,
would consider volunteering to get it going again!
An important part of our nonprofit mission is to
serve the community at large, and we have a long
history of giving back to the Des Moines area.
From our handbook: For many years the Association
has provided service that benefits the community by
donating materials and skills for appropriate activities. The Community Service Chair will:
- Chair the Community Service Committee, which
reviews requests based on our project guidelines.
- Propose community service projects to the Board
for approval.
- Publicize projects among the membership and to
the public.
- Find volunteers to perform community
service projects when necessary.

Library News

Eugene Harms, Librarian

If you can step up and help us, there’s no shortage
of requests for help and past project ideas in our history. We have several projects already proposed and
waiting to hear back from us, including:
- Kristkindle Market booth assembly
- Help with a hands-on activity at Bright Sparks
4-H Club
- Staff a trick-or-treat display at DSM Botanical
Garden
- Pinewood Derby mentoring with various Scout
troops in midwinter
Past project ideas:
- Festival of Trees and Lights project with Turners
and Carvers
- Collect member-made art and furniture for other
nonprofits to auction as fundraisers
- Toy building projects for charity
- Coordinate volunteers with Tools for Opportunity
- Food bank donation drive

Club Website News
www.dmwoodworkers.org
Brian Messenger, VP & Data Manager

Please remember to return your checked out material to the library. Bring your items to the next Club
meeting or contact the librarian,
librarian@dmwoodworkers.org, to make arrangements.
To place a hold on any item in the library
1. Open a browser and go to:
https://dmwoodworkers.org
2. Click on the LOGIN tab and enter
your username and password
3. Click on the MEMBER tab and select Library
4. Follow the instructions on the page to search
the library catalog and place a hold.
Contact the librarian by email make arrangements
to meet you at the library to check out your book.
librarian@dmwoodworkers.org
Remember to bring all books, videos, or equipment
checked out to the next DMWA meeting.
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If you’re a member reading this on the website,
and you haven’t been receiving our email for a
while, please contact Brian at
data@dmwoodworkers.org. We’d like to get our
messages to you! Our new sending address as of
this spring is announce@dmwoodworkers.org.
For more reliable delivery, please add us to your
email contacts, and to your SPAM “allow” list if
you have one.

Des Moines

Woodworkers
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News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

Skill Building Classes
Our fall classes don’t start until Dec. 3, so you still have time to sign up but don’t delay too long or
you will miss the opportunity. We have several folks already signed up, but we still have some spots
available. You can sign up for the bench class for $35 (includes both part 1&2) or $25 for the router class.
To sign up, simply go online to the club website (www.dmwoodworkers.org) and go to ONLINE PAYMENT to register and pay. Be sure to state the reason code with the name of the class you are signing up
for. If you have any questions, contact Tom Brumback (education@dmwoodworkers.org, 515-664-8732).
For specific class questions, contact Phil directly at philhuber11@gmail.com.  
All classes will be held at Chuck Haas’ Shop located at (175 S 9th, West Des Moines, Unit #430). All
classes will be held from 9:00-11:00AM.
Class dates and topics:
Router Workshop -- December 3
A router is an essential and versatile tool in my woodworking. I think it
should be yours too. During this class, you’ll get hands-on experience in
exploring the wide variety of tasks you can do with a router. We’ll also
talk about bits, accessories, and other items that make working with routers easy, safe, and accurate. Since we’ll be using a router during the class,
please bring safety glasses and hearing protection (muffs or ear plugs).
Let’s Build a Bench part 1 -- December 10
This bench project is the ideal opportunity to
learn woodworking skills you can apply to other
projects. You’ll also end up with a great-looking
bench that you can use in your entry way, or other
room of your house ... not just the garden. During
this two-session class, we’ll explore basic joinery,
using power tools and hand tools. Prior to the class,
students will receive a set of plans, a recommended
tool list, along with other items to bring. The class
is geared toward those with limited experience in
using woodworking tools.
Let’s Build a Bench part 2 -- December 17
The bench project class concludes with making the
top and assembling all the parts. We’ll discuss finish
options, creating wood plugs, using fasteners, and
getting smooth surfaces.  
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Membership Dues:
Brian Messenger, VP & Data Manager

Note your membership renewal date on
your calendar:
Thanks to all of you who renewed your membership on the new date over the last year! Renewals
have been running behind this year compared to
past years, partly due to not being able to meet in
person, so check your membership expiration and
add a reminder to your calendar to renew.
You can find your “Renew By” date on the front of
your member card. If you’re reading this from our
email service, look at the bottom of the email to
find your renewal date (here is an example):

To be sure you get a new card before your old
one expires, please send in your dues online at
least 3 weeks before your expiration date, or 4
weeks if paying by check in the mail. If you have
moved in the last two years, please let us know
your new address so we can get your card to you.
You can renew any time online with your credit
card, debit card or Paypal account.
Visit dmwoodworkers.org and select the Online
Payment menu. Dues are $25 per year for new
and returning members.
You can also send a check for $25 made out
to Des Moines Woodworkers Association to:
Des Moines Woodworkers Association
3311 100th St Unit 3564
Urbandale IA 50323-3855

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

The October meeting of the SMFMG was
presented by John Twedt who talked about the
creation of a three legged stool he made out of
Mahogany. Plans were available so that members could recreate the project if they wanted to.
The November meeting of the SMFMG will
be presented by Bob Scott who will show us
the steps necessary to make a 3D scroll sawn
Xmas ornament. Bob is long time member of
the group and I am looking forward to see how
he goes about creating his ornaments. Join us at
the Woodsmith store on the 12th of November at
9:30 AM.

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org
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Call for ornaments for
the Festival of Trees
and Lights:
Winter is coming and so is the annual
Blank Children’s Hospital Festival of trees
and Lights. The Des Moines Woodworkers
have been part of this for several years by
supplying handcrafted ornaments for the 7
½ ft tree. Some members of you club have
also helped in preparation of ornaments
and in decorating the tree. We would love
to have the help of your club members
again this year! Ornaments would be needed by the middle of November, see separate
email for deadline, and can be left in a box
at the WoodSmith Store. The festival this
year is November 25th through the 27th.
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October 2022 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

The meeting was called to order by Tom Brumback
at 7:00 PM at Franklin Junior High School.
Reports and Announcements:
-Meeting location: Eugene reported the board has
reviewed meeting locations since our relocation
from the Woodsmith Store. Options Discussed:
=The Woodsmith Store has changed their hours and
will not stay open beyond 5 PM. The store management felt that while we met at the store the club
members did not park their cars appropriately so
that customers could park conveniently. Store Management does not want us to return. The Woodsmith
Store is not a viable meeting place for our club.
=Meeting at Franklin has not been “user friendly.”
The location has not been always open when we
have arrived to set up for the meeting. The lighting
is not conducive to videoing the meetings. We have
had difficulties communicating with the site manager. The audio visuals are not good for our interface.
=The board has looked at several locations and
found the Boy Scout Center as location that would
meet needs. The Woodturners currently meet there.
The parking and meeting room capacity meets our
needs. The audio visuals are much better, and the
cost is less than we currently pay. The second Tuesday night is not available at the Scout Center.
=Eugene asked members if the meeting day were
the third Thursday if this would be a conflict. Four
members said yes. The remainder said it would not
be a problem to meet on the third Thursday.
=The Board will receive this information and decide
on the meeting location.
-The club needs a member to step forward and become the community service chair. The position has
been vacant for over two years. Only with members
participating and working together will the club
grow and become better known in our community.

Des Moines

-Library: Eugen Harms, Librarian, brought duplicate books were to the meeting for members to
take, making an appropriate donation to the club.
Eugene urged members to use the search feature
of library software to find items of interest.
-John Twedt reported that the furniture SIG
would meet at 9:30 Saturday morning at the
Woodsmith Store.
-Tom Brumback reported that Phil Huber would
hold two classes: router intro (one session) and a
garden bench build (two sessions).
-Greg Alberts is chairing the Festival of Trees for
the club. He asked members to build ornaments.
Collection of the ornaments will be November 112th . The box is located at the Woodsmith Store.
An announcement via email will be forthcoming.
-Peter Kasper, Program Chair, is having a meeting of the committee November 4th at
Smokey Row. Peter will be stepping down as the
chair. We will need a new chair.
The program for the evening is Bob Rummer on
Workshop Layout. This program will be available
on our website.
Show and Tell:
-Paul Snider, toy chest
-Ken Rummer, side table featuring a live edge.
-Gary Weeks, tool chest made with white oak and
cherry.
-Emmanuel Garcia, model helicopter and tank.
CNC sign.
-Butch McClintic, I-pad easel.
-John Twedt, plant stand and box.
The winner of the show and tell drawing were
Emmanuel Garcia and Gary Weeks.

Woodworkers
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The Bulletin Board
Des Moines

Woodworkers
Ads that you want e-mailed to Members
should be emailed to
email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure to
include a price for each item plus your full
name and telephone number. Be sure to
double check your spelling – especially your
email address.
The Club receives a small commission on
purchases you make on the WOOD Store
Website provided you access this Website
from the Main Menu > Resources of the
Club’s Website.
Skill Development Classes are a real
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information.

Newsletters are sent to Members via the Club
Website, we notify Members by e-mail when
a new Newsletter has been posted to the
Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters have
been discontinued. If we do not have your
current email address, send it to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org
If you have extra tools you no longer use,
consider donating them to Tools for Opportunity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and
Honduras make their businesses more profitable. To learn more or become involved, call
515-292-8154, visit
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.
Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.

Do you have a friend who is interested in woodworking?
Bring them as a guest to the next meeting.

Video of a Member’s shop is a
popular agenda item at our monthly
General Meetings. It is great shop
idea generator. If you are willing
to show other members your shop,
please contact Ben Delong at
shopvideos@dmwoodworkers.org
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Preferred Suppliers
We hope you’re patronizing the Preferred Suppliers listed on our club website and using your DMWWA
membership discount at those businesses. We know from past experience that DMWWA members frequently use their club discount at local hardware stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on our Preferred
Suppliers list. If your local hardware store is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure to ask them why
not and whether they’re interested in getting on our list and getting more business from you and our other
400+ members. Email me (vp@dmwoodworkers.org) with contact information for your local hardware
store (owner/manager name and phone number) and I’ll contact them about becoming a Preferred Supplier.
Thanks for your help!
These preferred local suppliers support us through Members discounts & assistance with association
projects, so please support them. Be sure to ask about an item’s discount and show your current Membership
card before you make a purchase. Check the Club Website for more information.
Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM
Ankeny Ace Hardware
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny
Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Beaver Dr, Johnston
Hutcheson Lumber & Millwork
2169 180th St, Marshalltown
Johnston Ace Hardware
5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston
Kryger Glass
10440 Hickman Rd, Clive
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware
100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Sharpening Solutions
2615 east Douglas Ave, Des Moines

Des Moines

Sherwin Williams Co.
Multiple Central IA locations
White Cap Construction Supply
1631 2nd Ave, Des Moines
Woodhaven
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA
800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store
10320 Hickman Rd, Clive
These out-of-state suppliers also offer
Members discounts:
Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396
Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769
Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
800-228-0000
Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800
Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841

Woodworkers
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