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Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Happy February!! That means
Valentine’s Day is near. Get busy
in the shop or get to the Chocolate
story book shop.

February 2022

We are having a continuing problem with live
meetings. Between Omicron and audio/video
logistics with a new venue, we better stick with
ZOOM for now. Please take the time to try
and have some show and tell items.
You can all do it.
Hope to see you soon and stay well.

Club Meeting Program

Furniture Makers SIG News

Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

John Twedt, SIG Chair

Join us virtually for the February Des Moines
Woodworkers General Members Meeting!
Tuesday, February 8 at 7 pm, we invite all members
to log onto Zoom for a presentation on the Beall
Tool System. Makers from The Beall Tool Company
will be on the Zoom meeting to help present their
tools with a follow-up question and answer session.
The company is also offering a 10% discount if
there is a Club order put together.

The SMFMG has postponed the January meeting
and will have the planned presentation by
Eugene Harms in February.

Please see the Club’s email announcement for
meeting login information. Stay till the end of the
meeting for gift card drawings.
Meeting Agenda:
6:45pm - Doors open. Click on the Zoom link in
your email, join the meeting, and get some
“how to Zoom” tips before the meeting if Zoom
is new to you.
7:00pm - Welcome! and hopefully jokes
7:05pm - Introduction of Tonight’s Guest Presenter
7:10pm - Presentation
7:45pm - Question and Answer with presenter
8:05pm - 5 MINUTE BREAK
8:10pm - Show and Tell
8:30pm - Meeting Adjourn

The next meeting of the SMFMG will feature a
demonstration of the art of Kumiko by Eugene
Harms. Kumiko is created by assembling small
wooden pieces into beautified patterns to make
delicate art or enhance furniture. Eugene will
discuss the tools and jigs used to prepare the
wood. How the jigs are built and used make the
Kumiko patterns. He will demonstrate the making of a few Kumiko patterns and talk about the
frames and the backing used to enhance the finished projects. He encourages everyone to bring
new processes from your shop that you have
discovered. If you have something new in your
shop that can benefit others at the next meeting,
then bring it! The next meeting of the SMFMG
will be held on the 12th of February at 9:30 AM.
We will be meeting at Chuck’s place located at
175 9th Street Unit 430 West Des Moines.
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Officers

President
Chuck Haas
Vice President
Brian Messenger
Secretary
Gary Weeks
Treasurer
Greg Alberts

Board Members

Program Chair
Peter Kasper
Education Chair
Tom Brumback
Community Service Chair
Position Open
Librarian
Eugene Harms
At-Large
Ken Rummer

Volunteer Associates:

Newsletter Editor
Nathan Kress
Data Manager
Brian Messenger
Web Manager
Position Open
Email Manager
Position Open
Video Manager
Dave Campbell
Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt
Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey
Special Events
Chuck Haas
Public Relations
Ron Stookey
Shop Videos
Ben DeLong
Meeting Refreshments
Position Open
For contacting the Club’s Officers
call the Club’s phone number
515-650-6559.
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Woodworkers
Club Calendar - Meetings and Events
Club Annual Meeting
February 8, 2022 – 7:00 PM
(See Email Announcement for Information)
SIG - Furniture Making
February 12th, 2022 – 9:30 AM
(175 9th Street, Unit 430, West Des Moines)

Club Website News
www.dmwoodworkers.org
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

If you’re a member reading this on the website,
and you haven’t been receiving our email for a
while, please contact Brian at
data@dmwoodworkers.org. We’d like to get our
messages to you! Our new sending address as of
this spring is announce@dmwoodworkers.org.
For more reliable delivery, please add us to your
email contacts, and to your SPAM “allow” list if
you have one.

New Members

Corey Jansen, Johnston
Bart Zylstra, Pleasant Hill

Membership

Current Membership: 363
Membership a year ago: 386
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January 2022 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

The meeting was called to order by President
Chuck Haas and regaled us with his mastery of
puzzles. This month the meeting is held via Zoom,
next month we anticipate to have meeting location firmed up along with the necessary audio and
visual equipment required.
Announcements:
-Library: Eugene Harms requested that members
with books, periodicals and equipment they have
checked to please return the items. Several have
out for an extended time. To check items simply
on-line through the club’s website.
-Furniture SIG: John Twedt said the SIG would
meet this Saturday, 9:30 AM at Chuck’s shop. Eugene Harms will be demonstrating Komeko.
-Education: Tom Brumback announced that Phil
Huber will be teaching three classes. Information
is that website with dates and cost of the class.
-Program: Peter Kasper reported that the Program

Membership Dues:
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Thanks to all of you who have already renewed
your membership on the new date! January is still
our biggest month for renewals, but this year we
only have 80 to process instead of all 400 at once.
We’ve restarted membership dues collection as of
September 2021, after suspending them in 2020
due to Covid limiting our activities. Chances are
that your renewal date has changed since the
last time you paid dues!
You can find your renewal date at the bottom of
your member card. If you’re reading this from our

Time to Update Your
Membership Information
Brian Messenger, Data Manager
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Committee will meet the Third Tuesday of each
month. If you are interested in participating please
email Peter. We need the entire club’s input for
future programs.
January program:
Peter introduced Ken Rummer whose program
was “The Wood We Use - Tropical Hardwoods,
Domestically sourced Lumber and Boards with
Special Meaning”. The presentation was recorded
and is on the website.
Show and Tell:
-Peter Kasper: Tool tote
-Randy Offenburger: Fireplace mantel and entry
way table. All the wood was cut and milled by
Randy.
-Eugene Harms: Mantle clock made with walnut.
-Nathan Kress: Quit holder made with Red Heart.
The drawing tonight was for a $50 gift certificate.
The winners were: Leon Berkley, Darwin
Campbell and Brenda Rekenthaler.
email service, look at the bottom of the email to
find your renewal date. To be sure you get a new
card before your old one expires, please send in
your dues online at least 2 weeks before your
expiration date, or 4 weeks if paying by check in
the mail.
You can renew by credit card, debit card or
Paypal from our website from the Online Payment menu, or send a check for $25 made out
to Des Moines Woodworkers Association to:
Des Moines Woodworkers Association
3311 100th St Unit 3564
Urbandale IA 50323-3855

Have you moved? Changed your email address? Gave up your land line,
or switched carriers and lost your old phone number? If it’s time to update your contact information, all you need to do is send Brian an email
at data@dmwoodworkers.org.
Thanks for helping us stay in touch with you!
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News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

We recently completed our fall class on making a craft style clock. We had lots of different styles
completed as everyone let their creative juices flow. A new listing on our club website lists the
upcoming classes for the spring. Don’t miss out. Sign up now as class sizes are limited. There is
something for everyone and every skill level. Check the website for details.
Here are the dates and class topics for the upcoming classes:
All classes will be held at Chuck Haas’ Shop located at 175 S 9th, West Des Moines, Unit #430.
All classes will be held from 9:00-11:00AM
Build a Benchtop Workstation: February 26, March 5, & March 26
Sometimes called a benchtop bench or a Moxon vise, this project raises
your work surface to a more comfortable height. It features a small work
area and a wide vise for securing a workpiece. During this three-session
class, join Phil Huber as you make one for yourself. This project was
featured in Woodsmith magazine. Students are expected to provide their
own materials. Project plans, suggested tools and supplies will be sent
out after registration. For questions, contact Phil Huber mail to: philhuber11@gmail.com
  
Build a Sliding Door Wall Cabinet: April 16, 23 & May 14
Learn essential woodworking skills while making this clever storage cabinet. This class is ideal for someone new to woodworking,
though more experienced woodworkers will enjoy the process as well.
As shown, it’s a handy cabinet for the shop, garage, or basement.
Use nicer materials and change up the door panels and this works
well in a bathroom, pantry, or almost anywhere. During this three-session class, you’ll learn about making a sturdy case, building doors, and
drawers. Students are expected to provide their own materials. Project
plans, suggested tools and supplies will be sent out after registration.
For questions, contact Phil Huber mail to: philhuber11@gmail.com
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Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

To place a hold on any item in the library
1. Open a browser and go to:
https://dmwoodworkers.org/
2. Click on the LOGIN tab and enter
your username and password
3. Click on the MEMBER tab and select Library
4. Follow the instructions on the page to search
the library catalog and place a hold.
Contact the librarian by email make arrangements
to meet you at the library to check out your book.
librarian@dmwoodworkers.org

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Woodworking Announcements:
Club Members

The Greater Des Moines Habitat for Humanity
ReStore has a new program called Urban Wood
that we’re really excited about. Through a partnership with the DNR and a local sawmill,
downfall or removed trees around Central Iowa
will be reclaimed and turned into rough cut
lumber instead of being sent to the chipper - and
sold at the ReStore! We have white oak, walnut,
hickory, and ash boards and slabs available
currently. The lumber is available at both
ReStore locations.
Point of interest: Woodcraft opened a store in
Iowa City January 17, 2022. The store is located
at Woodcraft of Iowa City, 3 Escort Ln SW,
Iowa City, IA 52240

Video of a Member’s shop is a
popular agenda item at our monthly
General Meetings. It is great shop
idea generator. If you are willing
to show other members your shop,
please contact Ben Delong at
shopvideos@dmwoodworkers.org
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Preferred Suppliers
We hope you’re patronizing the Preferred Suppliers listed on our club website and using your DMWWA
membership discount at those businesses. We know from past experience that DMWWA members frequently use their club discount at local hardware stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on our Preferred
Suppliers list. If your local hardware store is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure to ask them why
not and whether they’re interested in getting on our list and getting more business from you and our other
400+ members. Email me (vp@dmwoodworkers.org) with contact information for your local hardware
store (owner/manager name and phone number) and I’ll contact them about becoming a Preferred Supplier.
Thanks for your help!
These preferred local suppliers support us through Members discounts & assistance with association
projects, so please support them. Be sure to ask about an item’s discount and show your current Membership
card before you make a purchase. Check the Club Website for more information.
Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM
Ankeny Ace Hardware
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny
Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Beaver Dr, Johnston
Country Caboose
113 5th St, Valley Junction, WDM
Hutcheson Lumber & Millwork
2169 180th St, Marshalltown
Johnston Ace Hardware
5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston
Kryger Glass
10440 Hickman Rd, Clive
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Millie Wood Works
4745 NW 50th Street, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware
100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Sharpening Solutions
2615 east Douglas Ave, Des Moines
Sherwin Williams Co.
Multiple Central IA locations

Des Moines

Tandy Leather Factory
5041 NE 14th St, Des Moines
True Value Hardware
100 Grand Ave, WDM
White Cap Construction Supply
1631 2nd Ave, Des Moines
Woodhaven
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA
800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store
10320 Hickman Rd, Clive
These out-of-state suppliers also offer
Members discounts:
Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396
Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769
Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
800-228-0000
Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800
Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841

Woodworkers
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Tip of the Month – Clean Cuts in Metal
For me, using a hacksaw was an exercise in frustration. The blade would often jam
in the cut, or break. And the resulting cut was usually rougher than I’d like. But, as
I found out, there are some tips and tricks you can use to get the results you want
from your hacksaw. The key to success starts with the tools and accessories. The
first, and perhaps most important, thing to consider is your hacksaw frame. Upgrading to a high-tension frame, like the one you see here, makes all the difference.
It’s a little more expensive, but the improved results prove its worth. Finally, I’ve
learned it’s important to throw the blade away as soon as you notice it’s getting
dull. There’s no point in fighting with a dull blade when a replacement
is so inexpensive.
But the most helpful thing you can do is fully support the workpiece. I support
a variety of workpieces. The key is to eliminate all vibration and movement as
you push the saw into the cut. Like the rip fence on your table saw helps ensure a
straight cut, a guide for your hacksaw can do the same. This can be as simple as
a block of wood. A wood block nestled in angle iron helps guide the blade for a
square cut.
You can also use two pieces of wood that “trap”
the workpiece to prevent movement and guide
the blade. Clamp a hinge between rabbeted guide
blocks for a smooth, straight cut.

A couple of nuts and washers form a guide
for cutting threaded rod and bolts to length.

Insert a dowel to get a cleaner cut and keep the tube
from crimping. While a hacksaw isn’t usually considered a precision tool, you can tame this rough-cutting
saw with the right equipment and techniques. With a
little practice, you’ll be getting professional results
— without all of the frustration.

7

Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com)
- ©August Home Publishing Company.
For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week, please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.

The Bulletin Board
Des Moines

Woodworkers
Ads that you want e-mailed to Members
should be emailed to
email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure to
include a price for each item plus your full
name and telephone number. Be sure to
double check your spelling – especially your
email address.
The Club receives a small commission on
purchases you make on the WOOD Store
Website provided you access this Website
from the Main Menu > Resources of the
Club’s Website.
Skill Development Classes are a real
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information.

Newsletters are sent to Members via the Club
Website, we notify Members by e-mail when
a new Newsletter has been posted to the
Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters have
been discontinued. If we do not have your
current email address, send it to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org
If you have extra tools you no longer use,
consider donating them to Tools for Opportunity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and
Honduras make their businesses more profitable. To learn more or become involved, call
515-292-8154, visit
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.
Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.

Do you have a friend who is interested in woodworking?
Bring them as a guest to the next meeting.
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