
Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Happy Thanksgiving!! 
November means it’s time to 
start thinking about Christmas 
gifts. I always hope to get on 
this early, but never do it.
 
Glad to see a good group 
at our October ZOOM 

meeting. Anyone with ideas to enhance our 
virtual meetings, please send your ideas. I 
know this is not the ideal way to meet. The 
Board wants to get back to “in-person” meet-
ings and have been working on finding the 
right venue. We hope to start “in-person” in 
January. Here’s another area we can always use 
member input.

See you on ZOOM!

Join us virtually for the November Des Moines 
Woodworkers General Members Meeting! Tues-
day, November 9 at 7 pm, we invite all members 
to log onto Zoom for a presentation on tuning 
and using Japanese hand planes with a video and 
discussion featuring Randy Maxey. Maxey was 
editor of ShopNotes and Woodsmith for over 
ten years before moving to Florida. In Florida, 
Maxey splits his time between teaching at the 
Florida School of Woodwork and owning his 
own business, Cherry Ridge Woodwork. Please 
see the Club’s email announcement for meeting 
login information.

Meeting Agenda:
• 6:45pm - Doors open. Click on the Zoom link 
  in your email, join the meeting, and get some 
  “how to Zoom” tips before the meeting if Zoom 
  is new to you.
• 7:00pm - Welcome! and hopefully jokes
• 7:05pm - Introduction of Tonight’s 
   Guest Presenter
• 7:10pm – Presentation of Japanese 
   hand Planes by Randy Maxey
• 7:30pm - Question and Answer 
   with Randy Maxey
• 7:50pm – Proposed Amendments to the 
  Club’s Bylaws with vote on Changes

Club Meeting Program
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

If you’re a member reading this on the website, 
and you haven’t been receiving our email for a 
while, please contact Brian at 
data@dmwoodworkers.org. We’d like to get our 
messages to you! Our new sending address as of 
this spring is announce@dmwoodworkers.org. 
For more reliable delivery, please add us to your 
email contacts, and to your SPAM “allow” list if 
you have one.

Club Website News 
www.dmwoodworkers.org 
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    

Membership Dues: We are due to restart Member 
Dues collection as of September 2021 after 
suspending them in 2020 due to Covid limiting our 
activities. You can find your renewal date at the 
bottom of your member card (or if you’re reading 
this from our email service, look at the bottom of 
this email). 
 
The DMWA board is finalizing the details of re-
starting dues, and there will be an announcement 
by email and on the website shortly. Thank you for 
your support of the club! 

Membership Dues:  
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    
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2

Membership 
Current Membership: 384
Membership a year ago: 381 

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Club Annual Meeting and Elections
November 9, 2021 – 7:00 PM 
(See Email Announcement for Information)

SIG - Furniture Making
November 13th, 2021 – 9:30 AM 
(175 9th Street, Unit 430, West Des Moines)

Woodworkers
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New Members  
Mike Rice, West Des Moines

Position Open

Position Open
Web Manager
Position Open

Email Manager
  Position Open
Video Manager
Dave Campbell

Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey

Special Events
Chuck Haas

Public Relations
Ron Stookey
Shop Videos 
Ben DeLong

Meeting Refreshments
Ron Jacobson

& Merle Miller

For contacting the Club’s Officers 
call the Club’s phone number 

515-650-6559.

Data Manager
Brian Messenger
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President Chuck Hass brought the
 meeting to order.

We had a moment of silence for 
Don Opperthauser, a longtime member, who 
passed away.

The club needs volunteer help. We need a chair 
person for Community Service and someone to 
handle club email. Without volunteers the club will 
slowly have a classic term the “dwindles”. Please 
contact Chuck.

Fall classes are starting soon, please let Tom 
Brumback know if you are interested or have 
questions about the upcoming classes.

Peter Kasper introduced tonight’s program. A 
video about how to create dovetails and jigs was 
presented with general discussion on dovetail jigs. 
Club member Tom Brumback shared a presenta-
tion on the large live edge table he recently built.

Our next meeting will be in November on Zoom.. 

October 2021 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

We’re looking for a DMWA member who can 
volunteer to help us run our email service. In 
particular, we get more for-sale ads from outside 
of the club membership than we’re able to keep up 
with. The new system we switched to back in May 
is similar to working with a word processor, but 
everything is done through a web browser on your 
PC or Mac at home. We’re still figuring out good 
ways to do everything, and you could be part of 
that designing!

We would also love to have some help posting 
information to the club website. This could be the 
same person who helps with email messages, or can 
be its own position depending on how much time 
you can volunteer. 

Together these take a few hours per week dur-
ing most of the year, and with practice it could be 
even less. Some items are time-sensitive but most 
just need to be posted within a few days of getting 
a request. You’ll get training and ongoing help in 
both of these roles. If you’re interested in either 
of these opportunities to contribute to keeping the 
DMWA running, or would like more information, 
please contact Brian at vp@dmwoodworkers.org 

Volunteers Needed: 
Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

The October meeting of the SM-
FMG was held at Chuck’s place 
where he presented a Jefferson 
desk that he made this past year.  
Chuck spoke about the procedures 
used to assemble the desk, fixtures 
and jigs that were necessary and 

the type of finish used.  Members who attended 
asked many questions and considered the presen-
tation a value for their woodworking knowledge.  
Thanks to Chuck for his skills and willingness to 
share it with our members.
 
I would like to shout out to club members who 

attended but are not on my email list.   My ad-
dress is (johnftwedt@gmail.com), please drop me 
a short message so that I can get you on my list.  
Thanks to all attendees.
 
The State Fair was good to me this summer and I 
was awarded Best of Show for a Federal legged 
table that I made.  When I get back to the Saturday 
Morning group it will be to show some of the jigs 
and fixtures that I had to create in order to produce 
the inlays (round, oval and border inlays) and also 
the legs.  It should be an interesting presentation 
as there is a lot of ground to cover.  I am planning 
on making a presentation concerning the table 
on the 13th of November at Chuck’s place, 175 
9th Street, Unit 430, West Des Moines.  Hope to 
see you there.
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Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com)
 - ©August Home Publishing Company. 

For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week, please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.

     

Gluing large panels face-to-face can be a hassle, 
especially when you use yellow wood glue. For one 
thing, the panels slide all over. And, it takes a lot of 
clamps and several cauls to get a good bond. But 
there’s an easier way — contact cement. I prefer to 
use contact cement in an aerosol can. With spray 
contact cement, it’s easy to double-coat both faces 
quickly. Plus, set-up time is fast — just 2-5 minutes 
for each coat. Note: It’s a good idea to wear a res-
pirator and work in a well-ventilated area. Another 
great benefit to spraying is the adjustable nozzle. 
Three settings (narrow, medium, and wide) allow 
you to adjust your spray to suit the size or shape of 
your workpiece. For the strongest bond, I always ap-
ply two coats.

After the second coat has dried, the workpieces are 
ready to be bonded. Just remember to carefully align 
them, because once they touch, you won’t be able 
to move them around. To avoid problems, I cut one 
of the pieces slightly oversized and then trim it flush 
with a router and flush trim bit. To set the bond, I use 
a wood block and a mallet. Just start in the center of 
the workpiece and work your way out. For a better 
bond along the edges, I use a clamp with a wide head 
and work my way around, giving it a good tightening 
every few inches or so.

Tip of the Month – Gluing Thick Panels 
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News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

The Des Moines Woodworkers Association is 
offering some exciting woodworking classes this 
Fall! The first class is underway but there is time 
to sign up for the second class. Our classes will 
be small with only a few folks, and everyone 
will be required to wear a mask so your COVID 
exposure will be minimal. 

Don’t miss out on this excellent opportunity to 
learn from Master Woodworker, Phil Huber, who 
is also the host of the TV Show, WoodSmith 
Shop. This is a great opportunity to get some 
quality woodworking training from an expert 
right here in Des Moines. Classes are generally 
for beginner (some intermediate) woodworkers 
and cover a range of topics. 

You can sign up for $35. To sign up, simply go 
online to our website and head to 
ONLINE PAYMENT 
https://dmwoodworkers.org/online-payment
to register and pay. Be sure to state the reason 
code with the name of the class you are signing 
up for.

If you have any questions, contact Tom Brum-
back at education@dmwoodworkers.org 
or 515-664-8732. For specific class questions, 
contact Phil directly a philhuber11@gmail.com

Class 2: Arts & Crafts Style Clock
3 weeks / $35, from 9:00-11:00am:
December 4, December 11, and December 18

An heirloom timepiece doesn’t have to take up 
a lot of space. This stylish clock catches your 
attention on a mantle, shelf, or table top. Despite 
its small size, you’ll learn about creating solid 
joinery and paying attention to fine details. The 
centerpiece of the clock is a handcrafted tile from 
Motawi Tileworks (purchased prior to class) – or 
other item of your choosing. A materials list will 
be provided after you sign up.

Proposed Bylaw Changes:
 
As we were preparing to re-start membership dues this fall, we noticed that our bylaws need a few updates to 
align with the way the club operates. There are nine proposed changes to the Bylaws, covering three ways that 
the DMWA has changed or has had challenges since they were last updated in 2012. The bylaws are the rules 
for how your Des Moines Woodworkers board manages the affairs of the club, and it’s important that we keep 
them up to date to help the Association run effectively. I hope you’ll vote to approve these changes at the An-
nual Meeting on November 9th. 

If you can’t make it to our meeting on Zoom that evening, please consider giving your proxy vote to someone 
who will be there, as our Librarian, Eugene Harms, will explain in an email message this week.

We’ve posted an explanation of these changes on our website  dmwoodworkers.org on the Member -> Club 
Info -> Club Bylaws menu. (You must be logged in to the website to see this menu.)

Woodworkers
Des Moines



Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to 
email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure to 
include a price for each item plus your full 
name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address.  

The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this Website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

Skill Development Classes are a real 
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in 
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up 
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information. 

The Bulletin Board

Newsletters are sent to Members via the Club 
Website, we notify Members by e-mail when 
a new Newsletter has been posted to the 
Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters have 
been discontinued. If we do not have your 
current email address, send it to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org

If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit  
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.
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Do you have a friend who is interested in woodworking? 
Bring them as a guest to the next meeting.

Woodworkers
Des Moines



Show and Tell: 

Hopefully you have been able to enjoy a sum-
mer of woodworking. If you have completed a 
project recently please submit any pictures to 
be showcased in next month’s newsletter. Any 
woodworking project will be welcomed; from 
jigs, simple projects, works of art and anything 
in-between. Please send pictures and a short 
description to 
Content@dmwoodworkers.org. 
 
To show and tell during the Club’s general 
meeting on Zoom please have your pictures 
ready on your computer. Member will take 
turns to share their computer screen and show-
case their woodworking project. You can also 
use the video function on your devise to share 
your project.  

www.dmwoodworkers.orgIssue 249 November 2021
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Woodworking Announcements: 
Club Members

The Greater Des Moines Habitat for Humanity 
ReStore has a new program called Urban Wood 
that we’re really excited about. Through a part-
nership with the DNR and a local sawmill, down-
fall or removed trees around Central Iowa will 
be reclaimed and turned into rough cut lumber 
instead of being sent to the chipper - and sold at 
the ReStore! We have white oak, walnut, hickory, 
and ash boards and slabs available currently. The 
lumber is available at both ReStore locations.

Call for ornaments for the Festival of Trees and 
Lights:
Bob Pontious of the Mid-Iowa Woodcarvers 
writes to us: The Woodcarvers have taken on the 
task again this year to decorate a tree for Blank 
Children’s hospital in their Festival of Trees and 
Lights. The Des Moines Woodworkers have been 
part of this for several years by supplying hand-
crafted ornaments for the 7 ½ ft tree. Some mem-
bers of you club have also helped in preparation 
of ornaments and in decorating the tree.

We would love to have the help of your club 
members again this year! Ornaments would be 
needed by the November 15th, and can be left in 
a box at the WoodSmith Store. Decorating will 
be done on November 21st or 22nd. The festival 
this year is November 24th through the 28th. 

Please feel free to contact me if you or any mem-
ber would like further information. Thank you in 
advance for your consideration! Bob Pontious

Bob can be reached at 641-895-1886 or
 xdci22@gmail.com

Time to Update Your 
Membership Information
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    

Have you moved? Changed your email address? 
Gave up your land line, or switched carriers and 
lost your old phone number? If it’s time to update 
your contact information, all you need to do is 
send Brian an email at  
data@dmwoodworkers.org.
Thanks for helping us stay in touch with you!

Woodworkers
Des Moines
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Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

Featuring Sam Maloof:
Sam Maloof (January 24, 1916 
– May 21, 2009) was a furni-
ture designer and woodworker, 
the first craftsman to receive a 
MacArthur fellowship. He was 
described by The New York 
Times as “a central figure in 
the postwar American crafts 
movement”. Maloof’s chairs, 

for which he is perhaps most famous, have a 
sculptural quality about them, yet are also very 
ergonomic, and austere in their simplicity. They 
can be characterized by completely rounded over 
corners at mortise and tenon joints (which are 
always plainly visible); carved ridges and spines, 
particularly on the arm rests; decorative ebony 
dowels; deep, dished-out seats (always made 
from several boards glued together); and clear 
finishes. (Wikipedia)

The Des Moines Woodworker’s Library has sev-
eral books and DVDs featuring Sam Maloof:

Sam Maloof, Woodworker, by 
Sam Maloof:
This text presents essays and 
photographs by American 
furniture-maker Sam Maloof. 
[749.213 Maloof]

The Furniture of Sam Maloof, 
by Jeremy Adamson:

Sam Maloof was a consummate furniture de-
signer and maker, recognized worldwide as a 
craftsperson’s craftsman. This book examines 
Maloof’s lifetime of production. Documented 
in 200 illustrations, over 90 in color, Adamson 
traces Maloof’s career from his earliest efforts 
to the masterworks he produces today. [749.213 
Adamson]

Maloof: a public television special by Sam. 
Russo Maloof, Rene:

Sam Maloof is not only acknowledged as one of 
America’s premier woodworkers and considered 
a “National Treasure”, but also is a woodwork-
ing hero to legions of cabinetmakers active in 
basement workshops across America. Sam’s 
friend, film-star Rene Russo, hosts this one-hour 
special. [DVD]

Sam Maloof: Woodworking 
Profile. DVD edition by Taunton 
Press:
This documentary spans a week 
with Maloof while he builds and 
discusses his designs, includ-
ing his much imitated signature 
rocker. Maloof also demonstrates 
how to sculpt joints with a router 

and rasp, create laminated rockers and use deco-
rative splines for strength. [DVD]

In other library news:

The Library will no longer accept donations of 
magazines due to lack of space and non-use. 
Please do not drop off discarded magazines at 
the library.

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG 
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there 
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free 
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

To place a hold on any item in the library
1.   Open a browser and go to:
      https://dmwoodworkers.org/
2.   Click on the LOGIN tab and enter 
       your username and password
3.    Click on the MEMBER tab and select Library
4.    Follow the instructions on the page to search 
       the library catalog and place a hold.

Contact the librarian by email make arrangements to 
meet you at the library to check out your book.
librarian@dmwoodworkers.org
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Preferred Suppliers

We hope you’re patronizing the Preferred Suppliers listed on our club website and using your DMWWA 
membership discount at those businesses. We know from past experience that DMWWA members frequent-
ly use their club discount at local hardware stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on our Preferred 
Suppliers list. If your local hardware store is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure to ask them why 
not and whether they’re interested in getting on our list and getting more business from you and our other 
400+ members. Email me (vp@dmwoodworkers.org) with contact information for your local hardware 

store (owner/manager name and phone number) and I’ll contact them about becoming a Preferred Supplier. 
Thanks for your help!

These preferred local suppliers support us through Members discounts & assistance with association 
projects, so please support them. Be sure to ask about an item’s discount and show your current Membership 

card before you make a purchase. Check the Club Website for more information.

Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM

Ankeny Ace Hardware 
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny

Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Beaver Dr, Johnston

Country Caboose
113 5th St, Valley Junction, WDM
Hutcheson Lumber & Millwork

2169 180th St, Marshalltown
Johnston Ace Hardware

5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston
Kryger Glass

10440 Hickman Rd, Clive 
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Millie Wood Works

4745 NW 50th Street, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware 

100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Sharpening Solutions

2615 east Douglas Ave, Des Moines 
Sherwin Williams Co.

Multiple Central IA locations 

Tandy Leather Factory
5041 NE 14th St, Des Moines

True Value Hardware
100 Grand Ave, WDM

White Cap Construction Supply   
1631 2nd Ave, Des Moines

Woodhaven    
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA

800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store

10320 Hickman Rd, Clive

These out-of-state suppliers also offer 
Members discounts:

Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396

Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769

Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
800-228-0000

Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800

Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841

Woodworkers
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