
Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Fall greetings to all!!! Time to 
get back to our shops. 
  
As a previously robust and 
active Club we have declined. 
Covid didn’t help. We have 
two open Board positions that 
we can’t seem to fill. We’ve 

lost our Toy SIG for lack of a leader. We have 5 or 
6 Volunteer jobs that just aren’t getting done 
because we don’t have any volunteers. 
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I would really appreciate a lot of input. Hope-
fully constructive. Yes, I want to hear what we’re 
doing wrong but it’s always helpful to hear how 
to make it better. We need ideas and some 
volunteers or our Club will not meet your 
expectations. PLEASE 
  
We will have a zoom meeting on Tuesday, 
October 12th at 7 PM on the topic of dovetail 
joinery. We will also have our show and tell 
time, so have pictures of your projects ready 
to share. See you on Tuesday! 

Join us virtually for the October Des Moines 
Woodworkers General Members Meeting! Tues-
day, October 12 at 7pm, we invite all members to 
log onto Zoom to hear about dovetail joinery. The 
Club will have a couple videos to share about 
how to create dovetails and jigs to assist in the 
process. Club member Tom Brumback will also 
share a presentation on the large live edge table 
he recently built. Please see the Club’s email an-
nouncement for meeting login information. 
Meeting Agenda: 
• 6:45pm - Doors open. Click on the Zoom link
   in your email, join the meeting, and get some
   “how to Zoom” tips before the meeting if
   Zoom is new to you. 
• 7:00pm - Welcome! and hopefully jokes 
• 7:05pm - Introduction of Tonight’s 
   Guest Presenter 
• 7:10pm - Presentation 
• 7:45pm - Question and Answer with presenter 
• 8:05pm - 5 MINUTE BREAK  
• 8:10pm - Show and Tell 
• 8:30pm - Meeting Adjourn 

Club Meeting Program
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

Woodworkers
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If you’re a member reading this on the website, 
and you haven’t been receiving our email for a 
while, please contact Brian at 
data@dmwoodworkers.org. We’d like to get our 
messages to you! Our new sending address as of 
this spring is announce@dmwoodworkers.org. 
For more reliable delivery, please add us to your 
email contacts, and to your SPAM “allow” list if 
you have one.

Club Website News 
www.dmwoodworkers.org 
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    

The Greater Des Moines Habitat for Human-
ity ReStore has a new program called Urban 
Wood that we’re really excited about. Through 
a partnership with the DNR and a local saw-
mill, downfall or removed trees around Central 
Iowa will be reclaimed and turned into rough 
cut lumber instead of  being sent to the chipper 
- and sold at the ReStore! We have white oak, 
walnut, hickory, and ash boards and slabs 
available currently. The lumber is available 
at both ReStore locations. 
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Officers
President

Chuck Haas
Vice President
Position Open

Secretary
Gary Weeks
Treasurer

Greg Alberts

Board Members
Program Chair

Peter Kasper
Education Chair
Tom Brumback

Community Service Chair
Position Open

Librarian
Eugene Harms

Volunteer Associates:
Newsletter Editor

Nathan Kress
Data Manager

Brian Messenger
 Communication Manager

Position Open
Web Manager
Seenu Paladi

Video Manager
Dave Campbell

Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey

Special Events
Chuck Haas

Public Relations
Ron Stookey
Shop Videos 
Mike Crabb

Email Manager
Position Open

Meeting Refreshments
Ron Jacobson

& Merle Miller

For contacting the Club’s Officers 
call the Club’s phone number 

515-650-6559.
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Membership 
Current Membership: 407 
Membership a year ago: 381 

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Club General Meeting
October 12, 2021 – 7:00 PM 
(See Email Announcement for Information) 

SIG - Furniture Making
October 16th, 2021 – 9:30 AM 
(175 9th Street, Unit 430, West Des Moines) 

Woodworkers
Des Moines

New Members  
Farrokh Larijani, Des Moines 
Josh Flanders, Urbandale 
Brandon Peck, Des Moines 
Chris Olsen, Johnston 
Bob Kaufman, Clive 
Jeff Cheeseman, Des Moines
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Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

To place a hold on any item in the library
1.   Open a browser and go to:
      https://dmwoodworkers.org/
2.   Click on the LOGIN tab and enter 
       your username and password
3.    Click on the MEMBER tab and select Library
4.    Follow the instructions on the page to search 
       the library catalog and place a hold.

Contact the librarian by email make arrangements to 
meet you at the library to check out your book.
librarian@dmwoodworkers.org

Our tradition of starting the meeting from our 
President Chuck Hass continued with topics from 
frogs to ice cream, thank you Chuck. 
 
We had a moment of silence for Doug Rasmussen, 
a long time member, who passed away. 
 
A detailed reminder of how and when to enter the 
State Fair competition is in the May newsletter. 
 
The club needs volunteer help. We need a chair 
person for Community Service and someone to 
handle club email. Without volunteers the club will 
slowly have a classic term the “dwindles”. Please 
contact Chuck. 
 
Eugene Harms, Librarian, is available to help your 
library request happen. Just reserve it and 
Eugene will make contact with you and arrange 
for you to receive the library item. 
 
Our spring classes were very successful. Please let 
Tom Brumback know of topics for the fall classes. 
 
Peter Kasper introduced tonight’s program. Don 
Opperthauser, club member, recently down sized 
his shop and found a jig that replaced his jointer. 
It is the Joint ABILITY jig. This program was re-
corded by Dave and Craig. Don was available for 
questions on Zoom. 
 
The Show and Tell this month had only one, 
Peter Kasper. Peter is professional wood worker. 
He showed us a larger kitchen remodel he did for 
a client. 
 
Our next meeting will be in September, hopefully 
in person at our usual location. 
Have good summer. 

May 2021 Meeting Notes 
Gary Weeks, Secretary

The Club is looking for a volunteer to help video 
Club Member’s shops. These shop tour videos have 
been shown during the general meeting and can also 
be seen on the Club’s website at  
www.dmwoodworkers.org/. Please contact a Board 
member if you would like to know more at
Club@dmwoodworkers.org.

The Club is looking for a volunteer to be the Commu-
nity Service Director. The main role of this position 
is to coordinate community service opportunities and 
notify the general Club of possible ways to help the 
community. Please contact a Board member if you 
would like to know more at
Club@dmwoodworkers.org.

We’re looking for a DMWA member who can volun-
teer to help us run our new and improved email 
service. The new system is similar to working with a 
word processor, but is run through a web browser on 
your PC or Mac at home. Information and training of 
the current system will be provided.  We’re still 
figuring out good ways to do everything, and you 
could be part of that designing! Best guess is that 
this might take an hour of your time a few times 
per week, and with practice it could be even less. If 
you’re interested or would like more information, 
please contact us at email@dmwoodworkers.org. 
 

Volunteers Needed: 
Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor

Woodworkers
Des Moines
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Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com)
 - ©August Home Publishing Company. 

For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week, please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.

     

I was having a problem cutting tenons on 
my table saw because the rip fence I was 
using as a stop wasn’t square with the 
table. The result was stepped shoulders. 
So I came up with a tenon-cutting sled that 
attaches to my table saw miter gauge. 

The sled is just a hardboard platform with 
a couple of wood fences. It uses a single 
point stop to gauge the length of the tenon. 
I drove a finish nail into a stop block and 
clamped it to the sled. Using the finish nail 
as a reference point for all the shoulder 
cuts results in perfect tenons every time.

Tip of the Month – Tenon-Cutting Sled
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Club Community Service 
Community Service Director

Although our Community Service Chair is open 
right now (elections will be held at the Novem-
ber meeting, consider applying!), a group of Des 
Moines Woodworkers members helped Tools for 
Opportunity’s Gene Pedersen on a very hot day 
with moving donated equipment for shipment 
this summer. From Facebook July 26th: 
 
It’s a wrap! Our shipment is wrapped and El 
Salvador bound thanks to some great teamwork. 
A BIG THANK YOU to Kreg Tool for allowing 
us to ship from their docks. And another BIG 
THANK YOU to the Des Moines Woodworkers’ 
Club volunteers for stepping in for some heavy 
lifting and hauling. Two pallets of tools are now 
be waiting for our November team to provide 4 
days of trainings and tool distributions.  
 
DMWA members helping 
out Gene Pedersen were 
Gary Stubbs, Gary Weeks, 
Mike Myers, Barry Molloy. 
Your time and generosity is 
greatly appreciated! 

Time to Update Your 
Membership Information
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    

Have you moved? Changed your email address? 
Gave up your land line, or switched carriers and 
lost your old phone number? If it’s time to update 
your contact information, all you need to do is 
send Brian an email at  
data@dmwoodworkers.org.
Thanks for helping us stay in touch with you!

Left to right: Laurie Foderberg, Del Keighy, Gary Weeks, Gary 
Stubbs, Mike Myers, Gene Pedersen, Jamie Jungst, Barry Molloy, and Rod Simpson.



Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to 
email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure to 
include a price for each item plus your full 
name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address.  

The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this Website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

Skill Development Classes are a real 
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in 
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up 
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information. 

The Bulletin Board

Newsletters are sent to Members via the Club 
Website, we notify Members by e-mail when 
a new Newsletter has been posted to the 
Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters have 
been discontinued. If we do not have your 
current email address, send it to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org

If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit  
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.
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Do you have a friend who is interested in woodworking? 
Bring them as a guest to the next meeting.

Woodworkers
Des Moines



Membership Dues: We are due to restart Member 
Dues collection as of September 2021 after 
suspending them in 2020 due to Covid limiting our 
activities. You can find your renewal date at the 
bottom of your member card (or if you’re reading 
this from our email service, look at the bottom of 
this email). 
 
The DMWA board is finalizing the details of re-
starting dues, and there will be an announcement 
by email and on the website shortly. Thank you for 
your support of the club! 

Membership Dues:  
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    
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Show and Tell: 

Hopefully you have been able to enjoy a summer of 
woodworking. If you have completed a project 
recently please submit any pictures to be showcased 
in next month’s newsletter. Any woodworking 
project will be welcomed; from jigs, simple projects, 
works of art and anything in-between. Please 
send pictures and a short description to 
Content@dmwoodworkers.org. 

 
To show and tell during the Club’s general 
meeting on Zoom please have your pictures 
ready on your computer. Member will take turns 
to share their computer screen and showcase 
their woodworking project. You can also use 
the video function on your devise to share your 
project.  

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

The October meeting of the Saturday Morning 
Furniture Makers will be presented by Chuck 
Hass. His topic will be the building of the 
Jefferson lap desk. You can join us at 9:30 on 
Saturday the 16th. We will be meeting at Chuck’s 
place located at 175 9th Street, Unit 430, West 
Des Moines. 
  
I hope that all of the Furniture Makers out there 
are well and have been able to stay away from 
the virus. I have managed to stay away from the 

virus but not doctors. My recent surgery was to 
repair my rotator cuff on the 3rd of September. I 
hope to be able to present something in November 
but will make not promises at this time. 
 
The State Fair was good to me this summer and I 
was awarded Best of Show for a Federal legged 
table that I made. When I get back to the Saturday 
Morning group it will be to show some of the jigs 
and fixtures that I had to create in order to produce 
the inlays (round, oval and border inlays) and also 
the legs. It should be an interesting presentation as 
there is a lot of ground to cover. 

Woodworkers
Des Moines

Woodworkers
Des Moines
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The Des Moines Woodworkers Association is offering some exciting woodworking classes this Fall! 
If you’re recovering from the COVID pandemic, this might be an opportunity to get out of the house. 
Our classes will be small with only a few folks, and everyone will be required to wear a mask so your 
COVID exposure will be minimal.  
 
Don’t miss out on this excellent opportunity to learn from Master Woodworker, Phil Huber, who is 
also the host of the TV Show, WoodSmith Shop. This is a great opportunity to get some quality 
woodworking training from an expert right here in Des Moines. Classes are generally for beginner 
(some intermediate) woodworkers and cover a range of topics.  
 
You can sign up for $35 for each class. To sign up, simply go online to our website and head to 
ONLINE PAYMENT ( https://dmwoodworkers.org/online-payment ) to register and pay. Be sure 
to state the reason code with the name of the class you are signing up for.  
 
Be sure to sign up soon, classes start at the end of October and spots are limited.  
 
If you have any questions, contact Tom Brumback at education@dmwoodworkers.org or 515-664- 
8732. For specific class questions, contact Phil directly at philhuber11@gmail.com   
 
All classes will be held at Chuck Haas’ Shop located at 175 S 9th, West Des Moines, unit #430 
 

News from the Education Committee 
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair 

Class 1: Build an Adjustable Height Stool 
3 weeks / $35, from 9:00-11:00am: 
October 30, November 6, and November 13 
Bar stool, shop stool, or just an extra seat at the table, you can build an ad-
justable height stool that uses wood threads you made yourself. In this three 
session class with Phil Huber, we’ll explore creating curved legs, circles, 
and other shapes. The stool goes together with easy to cut joinery. 
You’ll also learn how to cut threads in wood. A materials list will be pro-
vided after you sign up. 
 

Class 2: Arts & Crafts Style Clock 
3 weeks / $35, from 9:00-11:00am: 
December 4, December 11, and December 18 
An heirloom timepiece doesn’t have to take up a lot of space. This styl-
ish clock catches your attention on a mantle, shelf, or table top. Despite its 
small size, you’ll learn about creating solid joinery and paying attention to 
fine details. The centerpiece of the clock is a handcrafted tile from 
Motawi Tileworks (purchased prior to class) – or other item of your 
choosing. A materials list will be provided after you sign up. 
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Preferred Suppliers

We hope you’re patronizing the Preferred Suppliers listed on our club website and using your DMWWA 
membership discount at those businesses. We know from past experience that DMWWA members frequent-
ly use their club discount at local hardware stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on our Preferred 
Suppliers list. If your local hardware store is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure to ask them why 
not and whether they’re interested in getting on our list and getting more business from you and our other 
400+ members. Email me (vp@dmwoodworkers.org) with contact information for your local hardware 

store (owner/manager name and phone number) and I’ll contact them about becoming a Preferred Supplier. 
Thanks for your help!

These preferred local suppliers support us through Members discounts & assistance with association 
projects, so please support them. Be sure to ask about an item’s discount and show your current Membership 

card before you make a purchase. Check the Club Website for more information.

Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM

Ankeny Ace Hardware 
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny

Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Beaver Dr, Johnston

Country Caboose
113 5th St, Valley Junction, WDM
Hutcheson Lumber & Millwork

2169 180th St, Marshalltown
Johnston Ace Hardware

5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston
Kryger Glass

10440 Hickman Rd, Clive 
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Millie Wood Works

4745 NW 50th Street, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware 

100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Sharpening Solutions

2615 east Douglas Ave, Des Moines 
Sherwin Williams Co.

Multiple Central IA locations 

Tandy Leather Factory
5041 NE 14th St, Des Moines

True Value Hardware
100 Grand Ave, WDM

White Cap Construction Supply   
1631 2nd Ave, Des Moines

Woodhaven    
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA

800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store

10320 Hickman Rd, Clive

These out-of-state suppliers also offer 
Members discounts:

Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396

Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769

Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
800-228-0000

Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800

Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841
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Woodworking Announcements:  
Club Members

It is said to announce the 
passing of Don Opper-
thauser. Don has been a 
long time member 
of the Club and has 
helped out numerous 
ways and has been filling 
the role of the Club’s 
Vice-President. We would 
like to thank Don for the 

hard work and assistance that he has provided the 
Club. The following is from his obituary: 
 
Donald Opperthauser, 80, of Grimes, IA entered 
the presence of his Savior on August 24, 2021 at 
Iowa Methodist Medical Center in Des Moines. 
A visitation will be from 1:00-2:00 PM on Fri-
day, August 27, 2021 at the Maranatha Baptist 
Church, 877 SE 19th Street, in Grimes. The Cel-

ebration of Life Service will start at 2:00 PM 
at the church. Burial will follow the service at 
Sunny Hill Cemetery in Grimes. 
 
Don was born on March 2, 1941 in Detroit, 
MI to Arthur & Violet Opperthauser. He was a 
1959 graduate of Cass Technical High School 
in Detroit and went on to graduate from Bap-
tist Bible College in 1963. He married Donna 
in Springfield, MO that same year. Don was 
always involved in missions and the church. 
He had many hobbies over the years, but his 
current activities centered around woodwork-
ing and playing in various local orchestras. 
 
Don is survived by his wife; children, Ellen 
(David) Liska, Phil (Stephanie) Opperthauser; 
6 grandchildren & 2 great grandchildren. 
 
He was preceded in death by his parents. 

More Announcements: 
Club Members

Call for ornaments for the Festival of Trees and 
Lights: Bob Pontious of the Mid-Iowa Wood-
carvers writes to us: The Woodcarvers have taken 
on the task again this year to decorate a tree for 
Blank Children’s hospital in their Festival of 
Trees and Lights. The Des Moines Woodworkers 
have been part of this for several years by sup-
plying handcrafted ornaments for the 7 1⁄2 ft tree. 
Some members of you club have also helped in 
preparation of ornaments and in decorating the 
tree. 

 
We would love to have the help of your club 
members again this year! Ornaments would be 
needed by the November 15th, and can be left 
in a box at the WoodSmith Store. Decorating 
will be done on November 21st or 22nd. The 
festival this year is November 24th through 
the 28th.
 
Please feel free to contact me if you or any 
member would like further information. Thank 
you in advance for your consideration! Bob 
Pontious 
 
Bob can be reached at 641-895-1886 or 
xdci22@gmail.com 

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG 
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there 
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free 
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair


