
Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Happy March, the month 
of St. Patrick and hope for 
a return to, at least, a little 
more normalcy. We had our 
first Zoom in February. It was 
a great success. We had about 
60 attendees. If you weren’t 
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“there” try it in March. I think you’ll become a 
believer. Thanks to all that worked so hard to make 
this happen.

We’re Zooming again in March. Please join us. If 
you’re not comfortable in Zoom, see Walter Pear-
son’s email to the Club for some tips.

Please keep the show and tell pics coming.

Our speaker for the March Meeting is Don Ro-
den. Don is a sales representative for McFeely’s, 
a woodworking retailer specializing in wood 
screws and fasteners. Don will be speaking on 
how to select the right screw for your project. 
Members can join the meeting virtually on Tues-
day, March 9 at 7pm to hear from Don.  The link 
will be sent out separately.

Club Meeting Program
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

Woodworkers
Des Moines

The presentation for Zoom meetings will be pre-
recorded, but the presenters will be available after 
the showing for a live Q&A session.

Meeting Agenda:
6:45pm - Doors open. Click on the Zoom link in 
your email, join the meeting, and get some “how 
to Zoom” tips before the meeting if Zoom is new 
to you.
7:00pm - Welcome! and hopefully jokes
7:05pm - Introduction of Tonight’s Guest Pre-
senter
7:10pm - Presentation
7:45pm - Question and Answer with presenter
8:05pm - 5 MINUTE BREAK 
8:10pm - Show and Tell
8:30pm - Meeting Adjourn

The Club is looking for a volunteer to help video 
Club Member’s shops. These shop tour videos have 
been shown during the general meeting and can also 
be seen on the Club’s website at  
www.dmwoodworkers.org/. Please contact a Board 
member if you would like to know more at 
Club@dmwoodworkers.org.

Volunteers Needed: 
Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor

Our first meeting of the pandemic opened with a 
traditional joke from our President, Chuck
Hass. Peter Kasper, Program Chairman, introduced 
Karl Ehlers from Wood Magazine. His program 
informed members how to take better photographs 
using our smart phones. 

Show and tell participants were Bob Scott, Randy 
Offenburger, Steve Mosley, Tom Brumback,
Nathan Kress, Jeff Zihlman and Dave Campbell.

Tom Brumback is working to develop classes for 
the Spring. As soon as the classes are arranged a 
notice will be sent to members. 

February 2021 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary
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Officers
President

Chuck Haas
Vice President

Don Opperthauser
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Gary Weeks
Treasurer

Greg Alberts

Board Members
Program Chair

Peter Kasper
Education Chair
Tom Brumback

Community Service Chair
Joe Hansman

Librarian
Eugene Harms

Volunteer Associates:
Newsletter Editor

Nathan Kress
Data Manager

Brian Messenger
 Communication Manager

Doug Rasmussen
Web Manager
Seenu Paladi

Video Manager
Dave Campbell

Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey

Special Events
Chuck Haas

Public Relations
Ron Stookey
Shop Videos 
Mike Crabb

Email Manager
Jodi Alberts

Meeting Refreshments
Ron Jacobson

& Merle Miller

For contacting the Club’s Officers 
call the Club’s phone number 

515-650-6559.
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Membership 
Current Membership: 391
Membership a year ago: 374

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Club General Meeting
March 9, 2021 – 7:00 PM (Zoom Meeting)

Club General Meeting
April 13, 2021 – 7:00 PM (Zoom Meeting)

SIG - Furniture Making
Canceled

Woodworkers
Des Moines

New Members  
Alex Ausenhus, Des Moines
Larry Bailiff, Polk City
Zach Berk, Indianola
Mike Schmidt, Des Moines
Tom Umbenhower, Norwalk

Club Website News www.dmwoodworkers.org 
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Please let us know if you didn’t receive your new mem-
bership card in January, and if you have had any trouble 
receiving email from the Des Moines Woodworkers. If you 
did not receive your new membership card, have a change 
in email, or other Club membership questions then please 
contact the Club at  data@dmwoodworkers.org.
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Show and Tell:
With it being peak woodworking season, now 
is the time to show off your recent work. If you 
have completed a project recently please submit 
any pictures to be showcased in next month’s 
newsletter. Any woodworking project will be 
welcomed; from jigs, simple projects, works of 
art and anything in-between. Please send pictures 
and a short description to
Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

To show and tell during the Club’s general meet-
ing on Zoom please have your pictures ready on 
your computer. Member will take turns to share 
their computer screen and showcase their wood-
working project. You can also use the video func-
tion on your devise to share your project.  

Dave Rabe: I finished 
3 projects during 
covid, Bookcase and 2 
cabinets. It was great 
to get back doing flat 
work for a while.

(Dave Rabe 1) Book-
shelf to display wood 
projects. Made from 
poplar and painted.

(Dave Rabe 2)
 Bedroom side 
cabinet, Woodsmith 
plans, made from 
cherry.

(Dave Rabe 3) 
Livingroom side cabi-
net, Modified Wood-
smith plan, Walnut top 
and base, case is cherry. 
Inlay on top.

Time to Update Your 
Membership Information
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    

Have you moved? Changed your email address? 
Gave up your land line, or switched carriers and lost 
your old phone number? If it’s time to update your 
contact information, all you need to do is send Brian 
an email at  data@dmwoodworkers.org. Thanks for 
helping us stay in touch with you!
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Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com)
 - ©August Home Publishing Company. 

For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week, please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.

Tip of the Month – Shop Wax Tips 

I’ve always thought of wax as a furniture and floor polish. It was only when a friend 
showed me how wax makes driving screws easier that I started to consider it a 
shop “tool.” It turns out there are quite a few shop uses for wax. But not all waxes 
are ideal for every application. I keep three types in my shop: paraffin, paste, and 
beeswax. While any one of them will work for the ideas shown here, I’ve found 
some are better than others in certain cases. And they’re all inexpensive, so you 
won’t spend much to get just what you need.

Paraffin (canning) wax is a solid bar that’s slippery and forms a medium hard 
film. You’ll find it at most grocery stores. Besides making screws easier to 
drive, I use a bit of wax on adjustment rods like the threads on a workbench 
vise. Then run the vise in and out a couple times to work the wax in and you’ll 
quickly notice a difference.

Another wax you’ll find in my shop is paste wax. It’s actually a blend of several 
types of waxes. They’re mixed with solvents in a creamy consistency. Once it’s 
buffed out, it forms a hard film. In my basement shop, it doesn’t take long for 
rust to gain a foothold. Thankfully, a thin coat of paste wax on all my cast iron 
and steel tables and fences does the trick. As a bonus, the wax provides a slick 
surface that allows workpieces to slide easily. I also apply a coat to the bottom 
of sliding jigs. Don’t worry about the wax causing finishing problems. A slip-
pery, buffed out coat won’t leave a residue on your projects.

Other than keeping blades sharp, applying some wax may be the easiest thing 
to help cutting tools work better. Many old-time woodworkers kept a chunk of 
wax nearby as they used their hand planes and saws. A few “scribbles” of wax 
on the bottom of a hand plane makes it slide easily across a workpiece.

Another wax you’ll find in my shop is paste wax. It’s actually a blend of several 
types of waxes. They’re mixed with solvents in a creamy consistency. Once it’s 
buffed out, it forms a hard film. In my basement shop, it doesn’t take long for 
rust to gain a foothold. Thankfully, a thin coat of paste wax on all my cast iron 
and steel tables and fences does the trick. As a bonus, the wax provides a slick 
surface that allows workpieces to slide easily. I also apply a coat to the bottom of 
sliding jigs. Don’t worry about the wax causing finishing problems. A slippery, 
buffed out coat won’t leave a residue on your projects.
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Membership Dues: 
Brian Messenger, Data Manager  

We are temporarily suspending Renewal Dues 
this year due to Covid-19 limiting the activities 
we can host in person. Our plan at this time is 
to resume dues in September 2021, though of 
course that will depend on how things are going 
after next summer. It’s something to look forward 
to for now, at least! 

While dues are suspended, we’re taking the op-
portunity to switch to a rolling 1-year member-
ship period. With over 400 members for most 
of the last decade, mailing all of those renewal 
cards at the end of December has grown into a 
big production, during a time of the year when 
our volunteers would like to have time to enjoy 
the holidays. By spreading membership renew-
als throughout the year, the work of maintaining 
membership will be more consistent all year 
long. It also makes our membership easier to 
explain for new members.

We are mailing new Preferred Supplier Member 
Discount cards on January 10th. Your member-
ship will be extended through at least September 
2021 for no charge, and possibly as far as August 
2022, depending on when you joined the club. 
Your new member discount card will include 
both the month and year of your dues expiration.

We hope you’ll agree that this is fair way to 
make this change, given the effect of Covid on 
our ability to get together in person. Those of 
you who joined in the fall originally received a 
few extra months of membership your first year, 
and those who joined in the spring received less 
than a full first year under the old system, so after 
your renewal date is moved, everyone will have 
received roughly the same benefit for their first 
year (however long ago that was for you).

Thank you all for your support! If you have any 
questions about your membership, please send 
them to Brian at  data@dmwoodworkers.org.

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

I hope that you have had the chance to spend 
time in your shops during the last siege of cold 
weather. I have spent my time working on the 
chairs and the legs that support the table. I have 
become very familiar with the use of various 
sizes of rasps and stacks of sandpaper. I am 
almost at the end where I can put a finish on the 
chairs and support. 

My latest project is the construction of a veneer-
ing hammer that you see in the picture. I have a 
plan of making a radial match on the top of the 
table. I will need all of my skills and a little luck. 
Stay well and keep on woodworking.

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG 
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there 
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free 
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

If you have an idea for a Club community service 
project or know of an organization that could use 
the Club woodworking skills, please email  
community@dmwoodworkers.org or call into 
the club phone line: 515-650-6559 and leave a 
message. Best wishes to everyone.  

Club Community Service 
Community Service Director



Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at  email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure 
to include a price for each item plus your 
full name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address. 

The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this Website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

Skill Development Classes are a real 
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in 
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up 
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information. 

The Bulletin Board

Newsletters are sent to Members via the Club 
Website, we notify Members by e-mail when 
a new Newsletter has been posted to the 
Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters have 
been discontinued. If we do not have your 
current email address, send it to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org

If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit  
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.
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Do you have a friend who is interested in woodworking? 
Bring them as a guest to the next meeting.

Woodworkers
Des Moines

Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

In addition to books and DVDs the library of 
the Des Moines Woodworkers also has 11 tools. 
These are available for members to checkout.

Milescraft SignPro sign making kit
Knife Setting Meter
XL Cribbage Template by Rockler
Wood Threading Kit
Game Templates for Chinese Checkers, Tic-Tac-
Toe, Last Man Standing
Domino Drilling Kit
Drilldoctor Drill Bit Sharpening System
Work Sharp Sharpening System
Moisture Meter
Magnetic Knife Setting Jig for Jointers
In-Line Alignment Plate and Gauge for Setting 
up Table saws

To place a hold on any item in our library
1.        Open a browser and go to:
           https://dmwoodworkers.org/
2.        Click on the LOGIN tab and enter your
           username and password
3.        Click on the MEMBER tab and 
           select Library
4.        Follow the instructions on the page to 
search the library catalog and place a hold. The 
librarian will make arrangements to meet you at 
the library to check out your book.

Woodworkers
Des Moines
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News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

Our club is offering some exciting woodworking classes this spring! If you have cabin fever from the 
COVID pandemic, this might be an opportunity to get out of the house. Our classes will be small with only 
a few folks and everyone will be required to wear a mask so your COVID exposure will be minimal. Don’t 
miss out on this excellent opportunity to learn from Master Woodworker, Phil Huber, who is also the host of 
the TV Show, WoodSmith Shop. This is a great opportunity to get some quality woodworking training from 
an expert right here in Des Moines.

Classes are generally for beginner (some intermediate) woodworkers and cover a range of topics. You can 
sign up for as many classes as you want or all 4 classes for a discounted price of $90. To sign up, simply go 
online to the club website www.dmwoodworkers.org and go to ONLINE PAYMENT to register and pay. Be 
sure to state the reason code with the name of the class you are signing up for. Hurry, since the classes are 
starting soon and spots are limited. Individual class fees are listed with the class descriptions below.

If you have any registration questions, contact Tom Brumback education@dmwoodworkers.org or 515-664-
8732). For specific class questions, contact Phil directly at philhuber11@gmail.com. All classes will be held 
at Chuck Haas’ Shop - 175 S 9th, West Des Moines, Unit #430 and will be held from 9:00-11:00AM. If you 
sign up, keep this list as no further class announcements will be made.

Here are the dates and class topics:

Hand Saw Essentials — March 27
This two-hour intensive class will help you use a hand saw with confidence and consistency. We’ll work 
with small saws used for joinery (both western back saws & Japanese-style pull saws) as well as exploring 
the techniques for using full size saws. Bring your own saw if you have one.   Class fee $25.

Band Saw Workshop — April 10
A band saw offers a range of capabilities that is unmatched by other cutting tools. During this one-session 
class, you will get hands-on experience with all that’s possible. Let’s explore essential cuts, joinery, easy-to-
use jigs and safe operation. Please bring eye & ear protection. Class fee $25

Let’s Build a Box — April 17 & 24
Building a small box provides important lessons in woodworking that can be applied to other projects. In 
this two-session class, we’ll build a box with finger joints cut with one of two fun router jigs. Session one 
will focus on creating the corner joints and using the jigs. Session two will cover design details and assem-
bly. Please bring eye & ear protection as we will use power tools.  Class fee $25

Make Your Own Hand Plane — May 8, 15 & 22
Hand planes are fun to use — and fun to make. During this three-part class, you will build and start us-
ing your own wood-bodied hand plane. Along the way, we’ll explore hand plane styles and uses as well as 
fundamental power tool operations. The planes are made with a laminated construction. You will need to 
supply a blade and suitable block of wood for the plane body. Please bring eye & ear protection as we will 
be using power tools during class.   Class fee $35 

Woodworkers
Des Moines



www.dmwoodworkers.orgIssue 245 March 2021

8

Preferred Suppliers

We hope you’re patronizing the Preferred Suppliers listed on our club website and using your DMWWA 
membership discount at those businesses. We know from past experience that DMWWA members frequent-
ly use their club discount at local hardware stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on our Preferred 
Suppliers list. If your local hardware store is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure to ask them why 
not and whether they’re interested in getting on our list and getting more business from you and our other 
400+ members. Email me (vp@dmwoodworkers.com) with contact information for your local hardware 

store (owner/manager name and phone number) and I’ll contact them about becoming a Preferred Supplier. 
Thanks for your help!

These preferred local suppliers support us through Members discounts & assistance with association 
projects, so please support them. Be sure to ask about an item’s discount and show your current Membership 

card before you make a purchase. Check the Club Website for more information.

Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM

Ankeny Ace Hardware 
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny

Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Beaver Dr, Johnston

Country Caboose
113 5th St, Valley Junction, WDM
Hutcheson Lumber & Millwork

2169 180th St, Marshalltown
Johnston Ace Hardware

5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston
Kryger Glass

10440 Hickman Rd, Clive 
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Millie Wood Works

4745 NW 50th Street, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware 

100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Sharpening Solutions

2615 east Douglas Ave, Des Moines 
Sherwin Williams Co.

Multiple Central IA locations 

Tandy Leather Factory
5041 NE 14th St, Des Moines

True Value Hardware
100 Grand Ave, WDM

White Cap Construction Supply   
1631 2nd Ave, Des Moines

Woodhaven    
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA

800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store

10320 Hickman Rd, Clive

These out-of-state suppliers also offer 
Members discounts:

Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396

Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769

Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
800-228-0000

Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800

Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841


