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Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Happy New Year!! Let’s hope
and pray 2021 will be an improvement over 2020. We’d
all like to shake the dust of the
craziness of 2020 off for good.
As a Board we’re going to
continue trying to come up with

Club Community Service
Joseph Hansman, Community Service Director

Happy New Year to everyone, I hope 2021 is a
terrific year for you and your family.
In year’s past I have tried to look out into the Des
Moines area community to find organizations/groups
that could use the skills, expertise, and knowledge
that you have to offer. For 2021 I want to turn that
focus inward, on our community of woodworkers.  
In the past year, we’ve faced challenges that not
many of us have ever had to endure and now that
mountain of stress and anxiety faces a stretch of
time that mental health professionals normally label
as the toughest time of year. The lack of sunlight

a meeting solution. Please remember that dues
have been waived for this year.
I’d like to try and convince everyone to send
pics of their “Covid-19“ projects. I’m sure we
all have something the rest of us would enjoy
seeing. Having said that, I have to do it myself.
I finished a replica of Thomas Jefferson’s lap
desk. I just have to take some photos and send
them. Let’s all do it. Send those photos.
and outdoor activities can make January through
March a difficult time to endure and, given the past
12 months, this time there’s extra stress to endure.
For now, I am asking that if you are in need of
something, please reach out to me (or if you are
willing to help out a fellow woodworker). We can
arrange some time to meet via Zoom or get a cup
of coffee or go to Woodsmith or Acme or wherever
to look at tools/lumber/etc (wearing masks and all
that).Email me: community@dmwoodworkers.org
or call into the club phone line: 515-650-6559 and
leave a message for me. Additionally, you can reach
out directly to me: 712-790-7783 (call or text).
Best wishes to everyone.

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG

Club Meeting Program

Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

December2020 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

The December Club meeting was not held to due
Covid 19 restrictions.

January 2021

The Program Committee is working with WOOD
Magazine, to create a virtual presentation. The
presentation will be on how to photograph your
wood projects. The Zoom Club meeting
information will be shared by email. If we do
not have your current email address, please
send your correct email address to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org
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Officers

President
Chuck Haas
Vice President
Don Opperthauser
Secretary
Gary Weeks
Treasurer
Greg Alberts

Board Members

Program Chair
Peter Kasper
Education Chair
Tom Brumback
Community Service Chair
Joe Hansman
Librarian
Eugene Harms

Volunteer Associates:

Newsletter Editor
Nathan Kress
Data Manager
Brian Messenger
Communication Manager
Doug Rasmussen
Web Manager
Seenu Paladi
Video Manager
Dave Campbell
Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt
Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey
Special Events
Chuck Haas
Public Relations
Ron Stookey
Shop Videos
Mike Crabb
Email Manager
Jodi Alberts
Meeting Refreshments
Ron Jacobson
& Merle Miller
For contacting the Club’s Officers
call the Club’s phone number
515-650-6559.
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Club Calendar - Meetings and Events
Club General Meeting
Look for email announcements for virtual club meetings.
SIG - Furniture Making
Canceled

Volunteers Needed:
Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor

The Club is looking for volunteers to help with the
different committees and leadership roles. Most of
the opportunities are ‘part time’ and can be shared
between multiple people. If you have any interest
in being a volunteer, please touch base with any
Board or committee member.
-Newsletter Proofer: This position would assist the
newsletter editor and would help review and edit
the newsletter. This can be done at home and the
work would usually occur two weeks before each
club meeting. Contact Nathan Kress if you are
interested in helping,
Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

New Members
Jeff Schoon, Waukee
Jon Williams, Ankeny

Membership

Current Membership: 381
Membership a year ago: 403
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Show and Tell:
With it being peak woodworking season, now
is the time to show off your recent work. If you
have completed a project recently please submit
any pictures to be showcased in next month’s
newsletter. Any woodworking project will be
welcomed; from jigs, simple projects, works of
art and anything in-between. Please send pictures
and a short description to
Content@dmwoodworkers.org.
Gary Weeks: This summer my
granddaughter and I assembled a 16’, lapstrake canoe. It
was as a kit that required
the assembly of okoume
strakes. The kit came in a 9’
box that required lapstiching the strakes together. Fiberglass was applied to the
bottom and inside. The canoe has two ash caned
seats and an ash yoke. There are three coats of
epoxy inside and out. The hull has two coats
of Interlux
paint and
varnish for
the interior.
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Jerry Spencer: I finally completed the last
piece, the headboard, for the bedroom suite
I started years ago. I managed to get it done
without 90% of my tools after selling out
my shop, a lot of hand work and 30 minutes
at a time. It’s all cherry with General Finish
Candlelight gel stain and Arm-R-Seal wiping
varnish.

Ron Hillard: I have been
volunteering at the DM
Botanical Gardens and
made some items to be
sold in the gift shop as a
fund-raiser. I was able to
use small scraps of exotic
and domestic woods from my shop to make
the tea-light candle holders. The light from
lit candles really shows off
the beautiful grain of
the wood. I also made
some deluxe notepads
that incorporate paper
pads from France. They
have precise perforations at the top which
allows them to be
ripped off easily.
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Tip of the Month –Router Jig for Perfect Mortises
One of the best ways to get the biggest bang from a router is to put it to
work routing mortises. The technique is easy to master and the results
are top-notch. And the clincher is that, from setup to completion, the
whole process takes only a few minutes. The key is this simple-tobuild and easy-to-use mortising jig.

My emphasis here was on keeping things very simple, so this won’t keep
you away from the work for long. Take a look at the drawing below and
you’ll see that the working parts of the jig consist of an auxiliary baseplate
and two adjustable guides. The baseplate is simply a “slotted” piece of hardboard that rides along the workpiece. The guides are the heart of the jig and
serve two purposes. First, they’re used to easily and accurately position the
mortise in the workpiece by allowing you to reference the cut off one edge.
Second, the two guides sandwich the workpiece snugly to give you steady
control of the router as the mortise is being cut. This makes it possible to cut
accurate mortises in even very narrow stock.
To get started, you’ll need the jig in place and the bit installed in the router. (I
prefer a spiral upcut bit for mortising.) With the mortise laid out, I clamp the
workpiece down so that the jig will slide along it without obstruction. With the
jig positioned on the workpiece, lower the bit to the surface and then reposition the jig to center it on the layout. Snug the guides up to the workpiece and
tighten them down. The jig should slide easily along the workpiece but without
any slop or wobble.

Routing the mortise is really no different from the basic procedure described
earlier. I always use multiple passes to “step” the mortise down at about 1/4”
per cut. Plus, I like to start the cut by plunging just to the inside of the end
line. Then I rout back to the layout line before routing forward. This is easier
than trying to plunge several times at the exact same spot. To end the cut right
on the mark, you can clamp a stop block to the workpiece. Since the workpiece is trapped firmly between the two guides, all you need to concentrate
on are the “plunge mechanics.” And when you lift the jig off the workpiece,
I think you’ll be surprised that a technique this easy can give such top-notch
results.

Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com)
- ©August Home Publishing Company.
For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week, please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.
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Membership Dues:

Brian Messenger, Data Manager

We are temporarily suspending Renewal Dues
this year due to Covid-19 limiting the activities
we can host in person. Our plan at this time is
to resume dues in September 2021, though of
course that will depend on how things are going
after next summer. It’s something to look forward
to for now, at least!
While dues are suspended, we’re taking the opportunity to switch to a rolling 1-year membership period. With over 400 members for most
of the last decade, mailing all of those renewal
cards at the end of December has grown into a
big production, during a time of the year when
our volunteers would like to have time to enjoy
the holidays. By spreading membership renewals throughout the year, the work of maintaining
membership will be more consistent all year
long. It also makes our membership easier to
explain for new members.
We are mailing new Preferred Supplier Member
Discount cards on January 10th. Your membership will be extended through at least September
2021 for no charge, and possibly as far as August
2022, depending on when you joined the club.
Your new member discount card will include
both the month and year of your dues expiration.
We hope you’ll agree that this is fair way to
make this change, given the effect of Covid on
our ability to get together in person. Those of
you who joined in the fall originally received a
few extra months of membership your first year,
and those who joined in the spring received less
than a full first year under the old system, so after
your renewal date is moved, everyone will have
received roughly the same benefit for their first
year (however long ago that was for you).
Thank you all for your support! If you have any
questions about your membership, please send
them to Brian at data@dmwoodworkers.org.
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Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

I have been steadily working
on my chairs during my time at
home. I am including a picture of the chair and its major
parts unassembled, and also a
picture of the chair assembled
and waiting for a sanding and
finish. The design has many contours
and sanding will be a long and painful process. It will keep me busy. The
table will have to wait for the chair
process to get done.
I am also including pictures of the tissue box
holder that I made to illustrate
the techniques of marquetry and
parquetry. The rose represents
the way Paul Schurch would go
about cutting out and assembling
a marquetry project. The stylized
flower utilizes the technique that Ken Adams
would use to project. Both have advantages and
disadvantages and both are done using the scroll
saw.
The other two faces of the box
involve parquetry. The tumbling
blocks shown here are cut using
only a straightedge and a veneer
saw. This project does not involve
a lot of skill but needs a lot of
patience for the assembly. You
cut diagonal to the grain, the
width here is ½”, and an angle of 30 degrees. It
does not take long for the pattern to get “out of
bounds”. I typically will solve these oversized
pieces with a sharp chisel. The other face is a
project that combines parquetry and marquetry. I
had a difficult time with this one. Has been on
my “to do” list for many years. I would not suggest this for the beginner.

The Bulletin Board
Des Moines

Woodworkers
Ads that you want e-mailed to Members
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure
to include a price for each item plus your
full name and telephone number. Be sure to
double check your spelling – especially your
email address.

Newsletters are sent to Members via the Club
Website, we notify Members by e-mail when
a new Newsletter has been posted to the
Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters have
been discontinued. If we do not have your
current email address, send it to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org

The Club receives a small commission on
purchases you make on the WOOD Store
Website provided you access this Website
from the Main Menu > Resources of the
Club’s Website.

If you have extra tools you no longer use,
consider donating them to Tools for Opportunity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and
Honduras make their businesses more profitable. To learn more or become involved, call
515-292-8154, visit
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Skill Development Classes are a real
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.

Do you have a friend who is interested in woodworking?
Bring them as a guest to the next meeting.

Time to Update Your
Membership Information
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Have you moved? Upgraded your tool inventory?
Changed your email address? Want to get the newsletter by email and save the club a stamp? It might be
time to update your contact information, and all you
need to do is to send Brain an email at
data@dmwoodworkers.org. Thanks for helping us
stay in touch with you!
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Library News

Eugene Harms, Librarian

Winter is a good time to practice and experiment in your workshop. Joinery is a basic skill
that is never really mastered. Because there are
so many different kinds of joints there is always
something new to learn. The Des Moines Woodworkers Library has several books and DVDs
on Joinery. If you are interested in any of these
items, place a hold on the item in the catalog and
contact the Librarian to make arrangements to
pick up the items.
Complete Book of Wood
Joinery by R. J. De Cristoforo
(684.104 Cristoforo):
Learn the joinery techniques
that are essential to fine woodworking, including butt joints,
dadoes and grooves, rabbet,
miter, lap, mortise-tenon,
edge-to-edge, dovetail, and many more. Practice
by making a variety of pieces, such as a builtto-last bedroom chest, bookcase, kitchen base
cabinet, trestle table, pedestal table, dining chair,
and rocking chair.
Router Joinery: with Gary
Rogowski (DVD, 2003):
Routers can be used to
cut a wide variety of joints
quickly and accurately.
In this video, professional woodworker Gary
Rogowski demonstrates
router joinery techniques that can be mastered
by any woodworker. You’ll learn why correct
setup and good stock preparation are essential to
accurate work, and you’ll see how to cut common frame and carcass joints using a hand-held
or table-mounted router.
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Joinery, Shaping & Milling:
Techniques and Strategies for
Making Furniture Parts from
Fine Woodworking (Essentials
of Woodworking) by Editors
of Fine Woodworking (684.08
Joinery)

(The Router Joinery Handbook:
Innovative Jigs, Fixtures, and
Techniques for Creating Flawless Joints Every Time by Pat
Warner (684.08 Warner):
Master craftsman Pat Warner
demonstrates the versatility of
the router to create a variety of
tight, strong joints even for the most complicated
projects. Step-by-step instructions are illustrated
with photos that show how to make dozens of
joints from traditional to ornamental.
Joinery by Marc. Adams (DVD,
2004)
Joinery illustrates the basic ways
of joining wood, selecting a
joint and what joints to use.

To place a hold on any item in our library
1.
Open a browser and go to:
https://dmwoodworkers.org/
2.
Click on the LOGIN tab and enter your
username and password
3.
Click on the MEMBER tab and
select Library
4.
Follow the instructions on the page to
search the library catalog and place a hold. The
librarian will make arrangements to meet you at
the library to check out your book.
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Preferred Suppliers
We hope you’re patronizing the Preferred Suppliers listed on our club website and using your DMWWA
membership discount at those businesses. We know from past experience that DMWWA members frequently use their club discount at local hardware stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on our Preferred
Suppliers list. If your local hardware store is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure to ask them why
not and whether they’re interested in getting on our list and getting more business from you and our other
400+ members. Email me (vp@dmwoodworkers.com) with contact information for your local hardware
store (owner/manager name and phone number) and I’ll contact them about becoming a Preferred Supplier.
Thanks for your help!
These preferred local suppliers support us through Members discounts & assistance with association
projects, so please support them. Be sure to ask about an item’s discount and show your current Membership
card before you make a purchase. Check the Club Website for more information.
Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM
Ankeny Ace Hardware
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny
Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Beaver Dr, Johnston
Country Caboose
113 5th St, Valley Junction, WDM
Hutcheson Lumber & Millwork
2169 180th St, Marshalltown
Johnston Ace Hardware
5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston
Kryger Glass
10440 Hickman Rd, Clive
Liberty Hardwoods
1620 NE 69th Place, Ankeny
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Millie Wood Works
4745 NW 50th Street, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware
100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Sharpening Solutions
2615 east Douglas Ave, Des Moines

Sherwin Williams Co.
Multiple Central IA locations
Tandy Leather Factory
5041 NE 14th St, Des Moines
True Value Hardware
100 Grand Ave, WDM
White Cap Construction Supply
1631 2nd Ave, Des Moines
Woodhaven
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA
800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store
10320 Hickman Rd, Clive
These out-of-state suppliers also offer
Members discounts:
Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396
Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769
Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
800-228-0000
Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800
Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841

Clarification to one of our Preferred Suppliers: Liberty Hardwoods in Ankeny does not provided a discount to
Club members as they are a wholesale location. They are still happy to fill Club member’s orders but they wanted
to clarify that there is no special discount at the Ankeny location. It was mentioned that the Kansas City location
of Liberty Hardwoods is a retail store and does provide a discount to Club members.
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