
Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Happy Turkey month!! I hope 
all of us can figure out a way to 
safely get together with family and 
friends to make Thanksgiving seem 
almost normal. Let that be a chal-
lenge to all. Happy Thanksgiving!

We are going to attempt to have a meeting this month 
via zoom. Watch for details.
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We have scheduled 4 Saturday morning classes, 
taught by a real pro: Phil Huber. These will all 
happen before year-end. There will be 4 
individual subjects, each class lasting 2 hours. 
Sign up soon as I think they will fill quickly.

Please look in the Newsletter to see how to get 
your show and tell items to all of us.

Hope to see you on Zoom.

The Program Committee is working with Karl Ehlers, 
who does the photography for WOOD Magazine, 
to create a virtual presentation for November. Karl 
will be presenting on how to photograph your wood 
projects. The Zoom Club meeting information will be 
shared by email. If we do not have your current email 
address, please send your correct email address to us 
at: data@dmwoodworkers.org 

Club Meeting Program for November
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

Membership Dues: 
Brian Messenger, Data Manager  
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We have temporarily suspended Renewal of 
Annual Dues for 2021, due to Covid-19 
limiting the types of activities we can engage in 
with the membership. More details about this 
will be posted in this newsletter and on 
our website as they are finalized. Thank you 
for your support of the Des Moines 
Woodworkers Association!

Happy November everyone!  We’re rapidly ap-
proaching the holiday season and the time of year 
with the most opportunities to give back to our com-
munity.  As of right now we have 2 separate ones 
lined up and they’re good for everyone as there’s 
woodworking opportunity and other ways to give!

The first one is our annual involvement in the Fes-
tival of Trees & Lights.  Last year we helped raise 
over $5,000 for Blank Children’s Hospital!  I think 
we can do something similar this year.  Ornaments 
or cash/gift card donations need to be complete by 

Club Community Service and 
Covid-19 Help
Joseph Hansman, Community Service Director

the week of Thanksgiving so there’s still about 2 
weeks left.

Our other opportunity is still developing but it is 
with a fantastic organization in Johnston called 
ChildServe.  They do great work for kids with a 
wide range of disability or injury and are request-
ing cash/gift card donations to assist in buying 
winter necessities for some of the kids that come 
through their building or to help stock up some of 
their long-term community homes.

For more information on either of these, or to 
share opportunity ideas, email me at
 volunteer@dmwoodworkers.org.  
Have a great November!
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For contacting the Club’s Officers 
call the Club’s phone number 

515-650-6559.
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Membership 
Current Membership: 379
Membership a year ago: 386

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Club General Meeting
Look for email announcements for virtual club meetings.

SIG - Furniture Making
Canceled

Woodworkers
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Show and Tell:

With no Club meetings all summer, we do not have a chance to 
showcase our projects made during our ‘stay at home’ time. If 
you have completed a project recently please submit any pic-
tures to be showcased in next month’s newsletter. Any wood-
working project will be welcomed; from jigs, simple projects, 
works of art and anything in-between. Please send pictures and 
a short description to Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

Mike Elliott: The attached picture shows something I made 
with it this year. It was a lot of fun and very challenging for 
someone who hasn’t ran a lathe in a while.  Note that no drill 
bits were used. All the parts came from 1 block of cherry. The 
cherry bowl in a bowl is about 4” high with pale yellow and 
black latex paint, thinned red water base dye and a lacquer 
finish (spray can)
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Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com)
 - ©August Home Publishing Company. 

For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week, please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.

Tip of the Month –Working with Small Parts 

If there’s one thing I’ve learned in woodworking, it’s that glue squeezeout 
is inevitable. Since squeezeout is a necessary evil of woodworking, what’s 
the best way to deal with it? Here are a few tips that will help you avoid the 
headaches during assembly. One way to deal with squeezeout is to protect the 
surface of the workpiece to make it easier to remove the glue later on. Prefin-
ishing. An effective way to do this is to prefinish the parts whenever possible 
before assembly, as you can see in the photo. After applying a stain and a top-
coat of varnish or lacquer, any excess glue on the surface will just pop right 
off, leaving behind a glue-free surface.

Another technique to prevent glue from sticking to the surface is to head it off 
at the pass. You can do this by masking off the joint before assembly. I usually 
only do this in a hard-to-reach area like the inside of a cabinet. I’ll apply the 
masking tape firmly along the joint line. After the glue begins to set up, it’s an 
easy task to peel away the glue with the tape.

I use a different tactic and all it requires is a little patience. All you need to 
do is wait 20-30 minutes after applying the glue and assembling the joint. 
This gives most yellow woodworking glues time to gel, or “skin over.” Then 
it’s a simple matter to “slice” off the glue with a sharp chisel or scrape it off 
(main photo). It’s important to keep your tool clean as you do this. To prevent 
smearing the surrounding area with glue, I use a damp rag to wipe off the tool. 
And you’ll want to be sure to scrape with the grain to avoid tearout.

After your project is assembled and sanded, you should wipe down your 
project with mineral spirits (paint thinner). This will highlight any spots of 
glue you may have missed. Sometimes the only way to remove a small glue 
spot is with some careful sanding. Start with a coarse grit to remove most of 
the glue, then work your way through finer grits to prepare the project for a 
finish.
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The Club is looking for volunteers to help with the 
different committees and leadership roles. Most of 
the opportunities are ‘part time’ and can be shared 
between multiple people. If you have any interest 
in being a volunteer, please touch base with any 
Board or committee member.

-Newsletter Proofer: This position would assist the 
newsletter editor and would help review and edit 
the newsletter. This can be done at home and the 
work would usually occur two weeks before each 
club meeting. Contact Nathan Kress if you are in-
terested in helping, Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

Volunteers Needed: 
Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor

I stopped in to The Woodsmith Store this morning 
and talked to Dave Larson and he told me that the 
business did not want any meetings to take place in 
the building until the virus got to a better place. I am 
in complete agreement with that decision.

On a woodworking note, I have been working on 
two different projects in the interim. The first project 
was a new coffee table that is at the height of the 
European style coffee tables. I installed inlays on the 
surface of the top and the shelf. I was happy with the 
shelf but the top was not the best that I have made.

The second project was a corner cabinet that I made 
in walnut. I had saved some flames from the crotch 
of the tree for many years and I was able to slice the 
in ½ to make panels for the doors. Two doors, two 
panels each. The panels mirror each other. The doors 
are 7” wide and 33” tall.

Recently I have begun work on the Marque-
try projects that I spoke about in the September 
newsletter. I hope to have it done in a couple of 
weeks and hope to have it ready for filming by the 
end of November.
  
I hope that you have been keeping yourself busy in 
your shops while the virus is raging on the outside.  
Hope that you and yours have been well and staying 
away from the virus.

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

Woodworking Events: 
Club Members

The October Club meeting was not held to due
 Covid 19 restrictions.

October 2020 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG 
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there 
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free 
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

Nathan Kress: This keepsake box was a wedding 
present to my wife. The corner pieces are ebony 
from her trip to Tanzania with the side panels of 
conacaste from my trip to El Salvador and the 
top and bottom consisting of Iowa black walnut. 
The finish is shellac with a black felt added to the 
interior.



Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at  email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure 
to include a price for each item plus your 
full name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address. 

The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this Website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

Skill Development Classes are a real 
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in 
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up 
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information. 

The Bulletin Board

Newsletters are sent to Members via the Club 
Website, we notify Members by e-mail when 
a new Newsletter has been posted to the 
Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters have 
been discontinued. If we do not have your 
current email address, send it to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org

If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit  
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.
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Do you have a friend who is interested in woodworking? 
Bring them as a guest to the next meeting.

Woodworkers
Des Moines

News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

Classes are generally for beginner (some intermedi-
ate) woodworkers and cover a range of topics. You 
can sign up for as many classes as you want at $20 
per class or sign up for all 4 classes for a discounted 
price of $75. To sign up, simply go online to the club 
website www.dmwoodworkers.org and go to ON-
LINE PAYMENT to register and pay. Be sure to state 
the reason code with the name of the class you are 
signing up for. Hurry, since the classes are starting 
soon and spots are limited.

If you have any registration questions, contact Tom 
Brumback  education@dmwoodworkers.org or 515-
664-8732). For specific class questions, contact Phil 
directly a philhuber11@gmail.com.

 
Here are the dates and class topics:
1.      November 14: Hand Tool Skills - Improve 
your skills with chisels, saws, and lay out tech-
niques
2.      November 21: Router Workshop - Learn 
just how versatile this tool is with hands on tech-
niques, tips, and jigs
3.      December 5: Working with Hand Planes - 
Discover what you can do with a variety of hand 
planes: from basic planes, to molding, planes, and 
joinery planes.
4.      December 12: Table Saw & Band Saw 
Joinery - Power saws are usually employed to cut 
parts to size. We’ll look at practical methods for 
joining them back together.
 
All classes will be held at Chuck Haas’ Shop - 
175 S 9th, West Des Moines, Unit #430 and will 
be held from 9:00-11:00AM.
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Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

Our Club’s library is a great resource of 
knowledge and inspiration. There are also 
several tools to help get your machines 
step-up correctly, or to recalibrate your tools 
after years of use.. Visit the library through the 
Club’s website at https://dmwoodworkers.org/ 
to see what is available.

To place a hold on any item in our library
1.        Open a browser and go to:
           https://dmwoodworkers.org/
2.        Click on the LOGIN tab and enter your
           username and password
3.        Click on the MEMBER tab and 
           select Library
4.        Follow the instructions on the page to 
search the library catalog and place a hold. The 
librarian will make arrangements to meet you at 
the library to check out your book.

Time to Update Your 
Membership Information
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    

Have you moved?  Upgraded your tool inventory?  
Changed your email address? Want to get the newslet-
ter by email and save the club a stamp? It might be 
time to update your contact information, and all you 
need to do is to send Brain an email at  
data@dmwoodworkers.org. Thanks for helping us 
stay in touch with you!

Woodworking Announcements: 
Club Members

-This article is for sharing general woodworking 
information to the club. If you have anything wood-
working related that you would like to share to the 
club members please send that information to  
Content@dmwoodworkers.org. It can be recent tips 
that you have discovered or read about, an article that 
you found interesting, or a video or YouTube wood-
worker/creater that you would like to share to the 
group.

-Weekend with Wood had previously postponed from 
May 2020 to October 30 - November 1st, and just 
announced that they’re postponing again until May 
2021. For the latest information please refer to their 
website: https://www.weekendwithwood.com

-Peter Kasper has enjoyed the book Kitchen Think by 
Mancy Hiller and published by the Lost Art Press. It 
is a guide to the design and construction, from refur-

bishing to renovation, of kitchens. It is an excel-
lent book and full of great information.

-While the “Katz RoadShow” is on hiatus, Tristan 
encouraged me, Peter Kasper, to share the website, 
www.thisiscarpentry.com, and suggest people 
watch their videos. The videos and books by Gary 
Katz are incredibly helpful. 
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Preferred Suppliers

We hope you’re patronizing the Preferred Suppliers listed on our club website and using your DMWWA 
membership discount at those businesses. We know from past experience that DMWWA members frequent-
ly use their club discount at local hardware stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on our Preferred 
Suppliers list. If your local hardware store is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure to ask them why 
not and whether they’re interested in getting on our list and getting more business from you and our other 
400+ members. Email me (vp@dmwoodworkers.com) with contact information for your local hardware 

store (owner/manager name and phone number) and I’ll contact them about becoming a Preferred Supplier. 
Thanks for your help!

These preferred local suppliers support us through Members discounts & assistance with association 
projects, so please support them. Be sure to ask about an item’s discount and show your current Membership 

card before you make a purchase. Check the Club Website for more information.

Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM

Ankeny Ace Hardware 
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny

Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Beaver Dr, Johnston

Country Caboose
113 5th St, Valley Junction, WDM
Hutcheson Lumber & Millwork

2169 180th St, Marshalltown
Johnston Ace Hardware

5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston
Kryger Glass

10440 Hickman Rd, Clive 
Liberty Hardwoods

1620 NE 69th Place, Ankeny 
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Millie Wood Works

4745 NW 50th Street, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware 

100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Sharpening Solutions

2615 east Douglas Ave, Des Moines 

Sherwin Williams Co.
Multiple Central IA locations 

Tandy Leather Factory
5041 NE 14th St, Des Moines

True Value Hardware
100 Grand Ave, WDM

White Cap Construction Supply   
1631 2nd Ave, Des Moines

Woodhaven    
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA

800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store

10320 Hickman Rd, Clive

These out-of-state suppliers also offer 
Members discounts:

Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396

Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769

Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
800-228-0000

Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800

Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841


