
Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Is everybody having fun? What a crazy 
time. I know I’ve never experienced 
anything like it. We all have many 
challenges, certainly for me the 
Des Moines Woodworkers is a big one.
 
What do we do when we can’t meet in 
person? Your Board has spent considerable 
time talking about this problem. Unfortu-
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nately there is no great solution. 
We are working on an October or
November “meeting” that would be 
available in some form online. 
There are still a number of details 
to work out.
 
Anyone with ideas please 
let me know.
 
Do your best to stay well.

The Program Committee is trying to get something 
off the ground for October, with no luck so far. 

However, Karl Ehlers is scheduled for an online 
prerecorded video in November. Karl, who does the 
photography for WOOD Magazine, will be 
presenting on how to photograph your wood projects. 
Stay tuned for more details on how this presentation 
will be shared to the Club.

Club Meeting Program for October
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

Membership Dues: 
Brian Messenger, Data Manager  
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We have temporarily suspended Renewal of 
Annual Dues for 2021, due to Covid-19 
limiting the types of activities we can engage in 
with the membership. More details about this 
will be posted in this newsletter and on 
our website as they are finalized. Thank you 
for your support of the Des Moines 
Woodworkers Association!

Happy October everyone!  We’re rapidly approach-
ing the holiday season and the time of year with the 
most opportunities to give back to our community.  
As of right now we have 2 separate ones lined up 
and they’re good for everyone as there’s woodwork-
ing opportunity and other ways to give!

The first one is our annual involvement in the Fes-
tival of Trees & Lights.  Last year we helped raise 
over $5,000 for Blank Children’s Hospital!  I think 
we can do something similar this year. Ornaments 
or cash/gift card donations need to be complete by 

Club Community Service and 
Covid-19 Help
Joseph Hansman, Community Service Director

the week of Thanksgiving so there’s still about 8 
weeks left.

Our other opportunity is still developing but it is 
with a fantastic organization in Johnston called 
ChildServe.  They do great work for kids with a 
wide range of disability or injury and are request-
ing cash/gift card donations to assist in buying 
winter necessities for some of the kids that come 
through their building or to help stock up some of 
their long-term community homes.

For more information on either of these, or 
to share opportunity ideas, email me at
volunteer@dmwoodworkers.org.  
Have a great October!
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Membership 
Current Membership: 379
Membership a year ago: 383

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Club General Meeting
Canceled

SIG - Furniture Making
Canceled
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New members:
Aaron Witt, Des Moines

Show and Tell:

With no Club meetings all summer, we do not have a chance to 
showcase our projects made during our ‘stay at home’ time. If 
you have completed a project recently please submit any pic-
tures to be showcased in next month’s newsletter. Any wood-
working project will be welcomed; from jigs, simple projects, 
works of art and anything in-between. Please send pictures and 
a short description to Content@dmwoodworkers.org.



3

www.dmwoodworkers.orgIssue 240 October 2020

Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com)
 - ©August Home Publishing Company. 

For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week, please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.

Tip of the Month –Working with Small Parts 

Tip 1 Even a large piece of furniture 
can have a few small pieces and parts. 
And if you’re making small projects, 
those pieces can be an extra hassle to 
make safely. I’ve gathered up a few of 
my favorite tips and tricks for small-
scale work. They’re all time-tested and 
sure to help you get the job done right 
the first time.

Tip 2 Keep It Large: The first prin-
ciple in small-scale work is to keep 
the parts large for as long as pos-
sible. For example, start with a long 
or large blank when edge-routing a 
profile for a thinner piece. Then cut 
the part away from the blank. This 

way, you have much better control and the piece 
is far less likely to be pulled from your grip by 
the router or saw.

Tip 3 Make a Sled: One of my go-
to jigs is a small parts crosscutting 
sled. As you can see in the photo, 
this handy jig is made from cutoffs 
of hardboard and hardwood. The 
sled incorporates a fence to keep the 
workpiece square, a stop for repeat-

able-length cuts, and a brace for the fence that 
acts as a blade guard. With this sled, you can 
easily trim small pieces to length.

Tip 4 Small Tools: Another helpful 
idea for small jobs is to use a small-
er tool. For me, this usually means 
reaching for my rotary tool and one 
of the many small-scale attachments 
available. It’s tough to match the 
performance of these tools and all 
their accessories for getting into 
tight spaces.

Tip 5 Handscrews: Unless the part is really 
tiny, a handscrew can usually get a bite on it 
and hold it securely. I often reach for one when 
routing a small workpiece. The big advantage 
these have over other clamps is their ability to 
hold irregular shapes. By skewing the jaws, you 
can grip almost any part. For an even more secure grip, 
attach some adhesive-backed sandpaper to the jaws

Tip 6 Pencil Hold-Down: There’s nothing 
worse than having a small piece grabbed by 
a blade and shot out from the saw. It can ruin 
the workpiece and your day. Quite often, a 
shop-made jig just needs a simple hold-down 
to keep your fingers safely out of the way of a 
blade or bit. For this task, many woodworkers rely on 
the humble pencil eraser. The rubber tip provides plenty 
of friction to hold a small piece in place during a cut. 
Best of all, you probably already have several 
in your shop.

Tip 7 Carrier Board: When it comes to planing 
very thin pieces (1⁄8” thick or less), an easy and 
safe method is to attach the blank to a carrier 
board with double-sided tape. This allows you 
to use your planer without bottoming out the 
cutterhead. For the best results, make sure the 
plywood or MDF carrier board is completely flat.

Tip 8 Small Miter Box: An inexpensive tool 
that’s become a favorite of mine is the small 
miter box and saw shown in the photo. The box 
has very accurate 22.5°, 45°, and 90° slots that 
guarantee your joints and parts will fit perfectly. 
And the anodized aluminum construction is 
tough as nails, so it won’t easily bend or distort with 
use. Included is a high-quality back saw with super-fine 
teeth (35 TPI). The high tooth count of this saw leaves 
the freshly cut surface smooth as glass. The combina-
tion of the box and saw allows you to stay away from 
power tools when making small parts.



www.dmwoodworkers.orgIssue 240 October 2020

Woodworkers
Des Moines

4

Weekend with Wood had previously postponed from 
May 2020 to October 30 - November 1st, and just 
announced that they’re postponing again until May 
2021. For the latest information please refer to their 
website: https://www.weekendwithwood.com

The IWF (International Woodworking Fairs) can-
celled their 2020 show in Atlanta which was set to 
be the biggest in their history at nearly 2 million 
square feet of exhibit space. It’s one of the biggest 
woodworking trade shows in the world and is held 
every two years in August. They’ve set up a free 
online version of the show from Oct 26-30 2020, and 
their classes which are usually $100-$500 to attend 
are considerably less to sign up for online. 
https://www.iwfconnect.com

The Club is looking for volunteers to help with the 
different committees and leadership roles. Most of 
the opportunities are ‘part time’ and can be shared 
between multiple people. If you have any interest 
in being a volunteer, please touch base with any 
Board or committee member.

-Newsletter Proofer: This position would assist the 
newsletter editor and would help review and edit 
the newsletter. This can be done at home and the 
work would usually occur two weeks before each 
club meeting. Contact Nathan Kress if you are in-
terested in helping, Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

-Club Photographer: Do you have an interest or 
passion in photography. This volunteer would help 
take pictures at the Club meetings. This would 
include pictures of the presentations, show and tell 
items, and general club activities. Contact Nathan 
Kress if you are interested in helping, 
Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

Volunteers Needed: 
Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor
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Fall is here and so is the virus. I have been work-
ing on the scroll saw for a majority of my work 
lately. Most of the work has used the techniques of 
Paul Schurch, the old European method of creating 
marquetry. I have hatched a plan to make a presen-
tation for the club using the scroll saw and demon-
strating the techniques that I have used.

The true expert on the scroll saw is Rick 
Hutcheson. I will use his guidelines to make com-
ments about the saw. I will use my experience to 
create at least two examples of marquetry. One ex-
ample will use the Paul Schurch method and another 
will use the Mark Adams technique. I will create the 
same flower on both. I also plan on doing a par-
quetry piece. All of the above will be on the sides of 
a small box to hold tissues. Bill Hopkins used this 
type of box to teach a class concerning veneering 
techniques.

I do not plan on holding the Saturday Morning 
Furniture Makers Group until the news concerning 
the virus gets better than this. Hope that you all have 
been able to stay away from the virus!

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

Woodworking Events: 
Club Members

The September Club meeting was not held to due 
Covid 19 restrictions.

September 2020 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG 
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there 
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free 
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair



Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at  email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure 
to include a price for each item plus your 
full name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address. 

The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this Website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

Skill Development Classes are a real 
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in 
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up 
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information. 

The Bulletin Board

Newsletters are sent to Members via the Club 
Website, we notify Members by e-mail when 
a new Newsletter has been posted to the 
Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters have 
been discontinued. If we do not have your 
current email address, send it to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org

If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit  
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.
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Do you have a friend who is interested in woodworking? 
Bring them as a guest to the next meeting.

Woodworkers
Des Moines

Video of a Member’s shop is very popular agenda item at our monthly General 
Meetings. It is a great shop idea generator. Mike Crabb produces and edits these 
videos for the club. If you are willing to show other members your shop, give 
Mike a call at 
515-802-6822 or email him at 

 Video@dmwoodworkers.org
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Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

Now that garden and lawn tasks are coming to an 
end, it’s time to turn attention to our workshops. 
We’ll want to be sure they are in good order and 
ready for our winter woodworking projects. The 
library has 3 books that will provide you with ideas 
and inspiration to get you started cleaning and or-
ganizing.

Fine woodworking 
on the small work-
shop: 41 articles, 
by the editors of 
Fine Woodworking 
Magazine, 684.08 
Fine.
For some wood-
workers, the shop 
is just a place to get 
the work done. For 
others, it requires 
as much planning 
and consideration 

as the work itself. No matter how simple or sophis-
ticated the place where you do your woodworking, 
you’re sure to find some new ideas on shop setup in 
this collection of 41 articles from Fine Woodwork-
ing magazine. Included here are discussions of floor 
layouts, plans for building and improving work-
benches, suggestions on storing tools, methods of 
clamping and holding work, and tips on controlling 
dust and keeping your shop safe.

The Workshop Book: A 
Craftman’s Guide to Mak-
ing the Most of Any Work 
Space, by Scott Landis, 
684.08 Landis.
As your woodworking 
skills grow, your shop 
needs to grow along with 
you. Whether you are just 
starting out or are some-
where along this lifetime 

journey, this book will be your faithful guide.

Setting Up Shop: 
The Practical 
Guide to Design-
ing and Building 
Your Dream Shop, 
by Sandor Nagys-
zalanczy. 684.08 
Nagyszalanczy
To a woodworker, 
there is nothing 
more personal 
than the work-
shop. Creating 
your ideal sanc-
tuary involves 

hundreds of practical decisions from where to 
locate the shop and which machines and tools 
to buy to where to put the lights and electrical 
outlets. With the expert advice of professional 
woodworker and author Sandor Nagyszalanczy, 
you’ll make the right choices to fit your space 
and budget. Detailed illustrations and useful tips 
help you handle every job, from insulating walls 
and organizing storage to installing dust collec-
tion. ‘Shop Profiles’ give you a look inside the 
shops of well-known woodworkers, so you can 
see how they’ve tackled common shop prob-
lems. With all the ingenious solutions in Set-
ting Up Shop, you’ll never run out of ideas for 
improving an existing shop or planning the shop 
of your dreams.

To place a hold on any item in our library
1.        Open a browser and go to:
           https://dmwoodworkers.org/
2.        Click on the LOGIN tab and enter your
           username and password
3.        Click on the MEMBER tab and 
           select Library

4.        Follow the instructions on the page to 
search the library catalog and place a hold. The 
librarian will make arrangements to meet you at 
the library to check out your book.
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Preferred Suppliers

We hope you’re patronizing the Preferred Suppliers listed on our club website and using your DMWWA 
membership discount at those businesses. We know from past experience that DMWWA members frequent-
ly use their club discount at local hardware stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on our Preferred 
Suppliers list. If your local hardware store is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure to ask them why 
not and whether they’re interested in getting on our list and getting more business from you and our other 
400+ members. Email me (vp@dmwoodworkers.com) with contact information for your local hardware 

store (owner/manager name and phone number) and I’ll contact them about becoming a Preferred Supplier. 
Thanks for your help!

These preferred local suppliers support us through Members discounts & assistance with association 
projects, so please support them. Be sure to ask about an item’s discount and show your current Membership 

card before you make a purchase. Check the Club Website for more information.

Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM

Ankeny Ace Hardware 
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny

Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Beaver Dr, Johnston

Country Caboose
113 5th St, Valley Junction, WDM
Hutcheson Lumber & Millwork

2169 180th St, Marshalltown
Johnston Ace Hardware

5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston
Kryger Glass

10440 Hickman Rd, Clive 
Liberty Hardwoods

1620 NE 69th Place, Ankeny 
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Millie Wood Works

4745 NW 50th Street, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware 

100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Sharpening Solutions

2615 east Douglas Ave, Des Moines 

Sherwin Williams Co.
Multiple Central IA locations 

Tandy Leather Factory
5041 NE 14th St, Des Moines

True Value Hardware
100 Grand Ave, WDM

White Cap Construction Supply   
1631 2nd Ave, Des Moines

Woodhaven    
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA

800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store

10320 Hickman Rd, Clive

These out-of-state suppliers also offer 
Members discounts:

Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396

Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769

Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
800-228-0000

Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800

Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841


