
Sawdust from 
the Prez…
I would have liked to welcome 
everyone back to our Club gen-
eral meeting this September, but 
as you know or have assumed 
the Club has NO activities 
scheduled for this month. The 
Woodsmith Store is not current-

ly hosting group activities and the Club Board also 
feels that it is not the right time to start in-person 
general meetings. 
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The Board is working on plans to create virtual 
meetings to help create that social connection 
between the Club members. If you know of any 
topics or people that would be willing to present 
on a virtual stage, please let me or any Board 
member know. Stay tuned to future announce-
ments and newsletter for additional information.

I hope everyone is able to stay healthy and are 
able to enjoy a little shop time.

Our September Club general meeting has been can-
celed. The Board is working on setting up virtual club 
meetings for the upcoming months. Please be on the 
lookout for future announcements regarding how the 
club will hold and share our general meeting..

Club Meeting Program for September
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

Membership Dues: 
Brian Messenger, Data Manager  
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We have temporarily suspended Renewal of Annual 
Dues for 2021, due to Covid-19 limiting the types 
of activities we can engage in with the membership. 
More details about this will be posted in this news-
letter and on our website as they are finalized. Thank 
you for your support of the Des Moines 
Woodworkers Association!

The Club is looking for volunteers to help with the 
different committees and leadership roles. Most of 
the opportunities are ‘part time’ and can be shared 
between multiple people. If you have any interest 
in being a volunteer, please touch base with any 
Board or committee member.

-Newsletter Proofer: This position would assist the 
newsletter editor and would help review and edit 
the newsletter. This can be done at home and the 
work would usually occur two weeks before each 
club meeting. Contact Nathan Kress if you are in-
terested in helping, Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

-Club Photographer: Do you have an interest or 
passion in photography. This volunteer would help 
take pictures at the Club meetings. This would 
include pictures of the presentations, show and tell 
items, and general club activities. Contact Nathan 
Kress if you are interested in helping, 
Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

Volunteers Needed: 
Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor
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Officers
President

Chuck Haas
Vice President

Don Opperthauser
Secretary

Gary Weeks
Treasurer

Greg Alberts

Board Members
Program Chair

Peter Kasper
Education Chair
Tom Brumback

Community Service Chair
Joe Hansman

Librarian
Eugene Harms

Volunteer Associates:
Newsletter Editor

Nathan Kress
Data Manager

Brian Messenger
 Communication Manager

Doug Rasmussen
Web Manager
Seenu Paladi

Video Manager
Dave Campbell

Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey

Special Events
Chuck Haas

Public Relations
Ron Stookey
Shop Videos 
Mike Crabb

Email Manager
Jodi Alberts

Meeting Refreshments
Ron Jacobson

& Merle Miller

For contacting the Club’s Officers 
call the Club’s phone number 

515-650-6559.
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Membership 
Current Membership: 378
Membership a year ago: 381

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Club General Meeting
Canceled

SIG - Furniture Making
Canceled
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New members:
No New Members

Video of a Member’s shop is very popular agenda item at our 
monthly General Meetings. It is a great shop idea generator. Mike 
Crabb produces and edits these videos for the club. If you are will-
ing to show other members your shop, give Mike a call at 
515-802-6822 or email him at 

 Video@dmwoodworkers.org

Show and Tell:

With no Club meetings all summer, we do not have a chance to 
showcase our projects made during our ‘stay at home’ time. If 
you have completed a project recently please submit any pic-
tures to be showcased in next month’s newsletter. Any wood-
working project will be welcomed; from jigs, simple projects, 
works of art and anything in-between. Please send pictures and 
a short description to Content@dmwoodworkers.org.
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Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com)
 - ©August Home Publishing Company. 

For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week, please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.

Tip of the Month – Routing Perfect Parts

There are a couple of ways to modify your router table to better deal with 
small parts. Here you have a couple of goals. The first is to minimize any 
openings where a piece can shift. The second is to create a smooth surface 
for the workpiece to ride along without catching. I start with the router 
table fence. If your fence has adjustable faces, the simplest solution is to 
position them as close to the bit as possible. However, for fences with a 
fixed bit opening, you need to find another solution. I attached an auxiliary 
hardboard face with double-sided tape.

The fence has a pre-cut notch to accommodate the bearing on the bit. Then 
to create a zero-clearance opening, simply pivot the fence into the spinning 
bit. Since only a small part of the bit is exposed, the workpiece will always 
be fully supported.

Many times, adding an auxiliary fence is enough. But you can also cre-
ate a smooth, seamless tabletop and eliminate any gaps here as well. After 
positioning the fence, I clamp a larger piece of hardboard to the tabletop 
tight against the fence.

The spinning bit will create a small, perfect-fitting notch. Now you have a 
customized setup that’s safe and accurate. Finally, it’s a good idea to use 
a push pad to guide the workpiece. These solutions take the hassle out of 
routing small parts. And they let you concentrate on getting smooth, crisp 
profiles and tight-fitting joints.



Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at  email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure 
to include a price for each item plus your 
full name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address. 

The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this Website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

Skill Development Classes are a real 
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in 
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up 
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information. 

The Bulletin Board

Newsletters are sent to Members via the Club 
Website, we notify Members by e-mail when 
a new Newsletter has been posted to the 
Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters have 
been discontinued. If we do not have your 
current email address, send it to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org

If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit  
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.
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Do you have a friend who is interested in woodworking? 
Bring them as a guest to the next meeting.

Woodworkers
Des Moines
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Club Community Service and 
Covid-19 Help
Joseph Hansman, Community Service Director

Welcome back to Fall everyone! I hope you all 
have managed to have a happy, yet safe summer. 
Heading into Fall we do have a range of 
activities coming up, nothing concrete yet so 
more information to come but here’s a look 
ahead so you can start planning to help 
contribute.

1. The Heritage Carousel is looking to rebuild 
their ticket stand here soon. I have been told 
there will be a budget for materials and the like 
but that is about all I have for details. 

2. Festival of Trees is coming up so start 
thinking of those ornament projects now. It’d be 

a great chance to try out carving with a small piece 
of basswood! (I’ve dabbled and it’s not as 
difficult as it seems, especially with small patterns)

3. ChildServe is a non-profit organization which has 
a number of opportunities coming up.  They have 
project ideas, reading to kids (when COVID 
restrictions lift), Christmas Adopt-a-Family 
and more.

With all of these, as I get more details I will send 
an email specific to them. As always, let me know 
if you hear of any opportunities
community@dmwoodworkers.org)or have ideas 
for types of projects.
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With The Woodsmith Store not hosting group meet-
ings it was decided that the Furniture Makers SIG 
will not be held for September.

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG 
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there 
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free 
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

Working from home these days, I’ve enjoyed 
watching the birds come to the feeder. In addition to 
the house finches and gold finches, a new bird made 
an appearance this summer: a little brown wren 
with an out-sized song. In the hopes of coaxing 
her to stay, I built a wren house. It is a plain house, 
but built to a wren’s specifications: a small hole, a 
deep box and a removable roof. If you are inspired 
to build some homes for our feathered friends, the 
library has several books on how to build unique 
and functional homes.

Making Birdhouses, by An-
drew Newton-Cox: 690.89 
Newton-Cox

Sunset Building Birdhouses, 
by Don Vandervort Editor: 
690.8927 Vandervort

Best Birdhouses for Your 
Backyard, by Michael Berger: 
728.927 Berger

The Ultimate Birdhouse Book: 
40 Functional, Fantastic & Fan-
ciful Homes to Make for Our 
Feathered Friends, by Deborah 
Morgenthal: 745.0 Morgenthal

The Bird House Book; How 
to Build Fanciful Bird Houses 
and Feeders, from the Purely 
Practical to the Absolutely 
Outrageous, by Bruce Woods 
& David Schoonmaker: 690.89 
Woods

To place a hold on any item in our library
        Open a browser and go to:
        https://dmwoodworkers.org/
        Click on the LOGIN tab and enter your username and password
        Click on the MEMBER tab and select Library
        Follow the instructions on the page to search the library catalog and place a hold.
The librarian will make arrangements to meet you at the library to check out your book.
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Preferred Suppliers

We hope you’re patronizing the Preferred Suppliers listed on our club website and using your DMWWA 
membership discount at those businesses. We know from past experience that DMWWA members frequent-
ly use their club discount at local hardware stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on our Preferred 
Suppliers list. If your local hardware store is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure to ask them why 
not and whether they’re interested in getting on our list and getting more business from you and our other 
400+ members. Email me (vp@dmwoodworkers.com) with contact information for your local hardware 

store (owner/manager name and phone number) and I’ll contact them about becoming a Preferred Supplier. 
Thanks for your help!

These preferred local suppliers support us through Members discounts & assistance with association 
projects, so please support them. Be sure to ask about an item’s discount and show your current Membership 

card before you make a purchase. Check the Club Website for more information.

Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM

Ankeny Ace Hardware 
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny

Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Beaver Dr, Johnston

Country Caboose
113 5th St, Valley Junction, WDM
Hutcheson Lumber & Millwork

2169 180th St, Marshalltown
Johnston Ace Hardware

5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston
Kryger Glass

10440 Hickman Rd, Clive 
Liberty Hardwoods

1620 NE 69th Place, Ankeny 
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Millie Wood Works

4745 NW 50th Street, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware 

100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Sharpening Solutions

2615 east Douglas Ave, Des Moines 

Sherwin Williams Co.
Multiple Central IA locations 

Tandy Leather Factory
5041 NE 14th St, Des Moines

True Value Hardware
100 Grand Ave, WDM

White Cap Construction Supply   
1631 2nd Ave, Des Moines

Woodhaven    
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA

800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store

10320 Hickman Rd, Clive

These out-of-state suppliers also offer 
Members discounts:

Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396

Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769

Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
800-228-0000

Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800

Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841
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It is sad to say that Mel Slaybaugh 
padded away in August. He was a 
long time member and very active 
with the Club. Please see below 
for his obituary and the following 
is a nice tribute to Mel from Ron 
Hilliard.

My name is Ron Hilliard and I 
was privileged to develop a friend-
ship with Mel Slaybaugh through 
my membership in the Des Moines 
Woodworkers Association.  He and 
I admired the same style of furni-
ture, but his aesthetic sense and 
craftsmanship really came alive in his miniature 
reproductions of historic trains.  Mel often won the 
Peoples’ Choice Award at our Artistry in Wood ex-
hibitions, where he showed an impressive knowl-
edge of a train’s unique history and an amazing 
attention to detail in his model.  In the context of 
the woodworkers’ club, Mel will be best remem-
bered as the one who initiated and managed a toy 
making enterprise.  The mission of this group was 
to build and donate toys for medical and social 
agencies serving young children.  Mel was clearly 
motivated to improve the lives of less fortunate 
children.  His working groups also allowed club 
members to give back to the community in a car-
ing way.  Through Mel’s efforts, the Des Moines 
Woodworkers Association donated over 5,000 toys 
to childcare agencies in central Iowa.  As a rather 
quiet, understated fellow, Mel had a great way of 
improving the world.

Mel Slaybaugh Obituary:
Urbandale - Melvin Earnest “Mel” Slaybaugh, 88, 
of Urbandale, formerly of Waukee passed peace-
fully from this life on Aug. 15, 2020 at MercyOne 
Des Moines Medical Center. He was a beloved 
father, grandfather, and great-grandfather.

Mel was born Sept. 18, 1931. He 
was adopted at birth by Vearl and 
Ploma Slaybaugh. He grew up 
and farmed in the Mackburg/Lori-
mor area graduating from Macks-
burg High School. Mel served in 
the Korean War. Mel wed Shirley 
Robinson Breen in 1961 and they 
were married for 45 years until 
her death in 2006. He was retired 
from Delavan Corporation. Mel 
was an exceptional woodworker 
and his wooden model trains 
earned him many State Fair blue 

ribbons. In later years Mel made wooden toys to 
donate for area hospitals to give to their pediatric 
patients. He was a longtime member of Wood-
smith’s woodworking club. He was an avid fan of 
Iowa Hawkeye football and basketball, but his first 
love was spending time with his family.

He is survived by his daughter, Cheryl (Cher-
rie) Hall of Johnston, and son Mike Breen (Mary 
Martin) of Elkhart, grandchildren: Robb (Diana) 
Hall, Altoona, IA; Bryan (Kristy) Hall, Clive, IA, 
great grandchildren, Taylor, Brandon, and Brook-
lyn, Carson, Drake, and Jude; grandchildren: 
Jason Breen, Ryan Breen (Candy), Kara Breen, 
all of Des Moines, IA, and Chad Martin (Emily), 
Farrar, IA, great grandchildren, Justin, Summer, 
Carter, Braxton, Kinley, and Cooper, and his best 
friend, Bentley, a teacup Yorkie. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, Vearl and Ploma, his wife, 
Shirley and son-in-law, Donald Hall.

Mel’s family wish to thank the staff of Bickford of 
Urbandale and MercyOne for the exceptional care 
they provided him. Memorial contributions can 
be made in Mel’s memory to Four Oaks or LSI to 
help support foster and adoptive families in Iowa.

Condolences may be expressed at: 
www.HamiltonsFuneralHome.com.

Mel Slaybaugh Passing 
Club Members


