
Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

May greetings, from one shut-in to the 
rest of you shut-ins.

As you know or have assumed the Club 
has NO activities scheduled for May. 

As a Board we’re not sure what sort 
of on-line activities may be of inter-
est to the Membership. We could try 
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and find some tutorials to put up for 
viewing. It seems that any type of in-
teractive type of meeting would very 
difficult to follow. As always that’s 
only one side of the story. What do 
you think? Your ideas are always 
appreciated.

As always, if anyone needs help 
with anything, please let me or any 
Board member know.

Our May Club general meeting has been canceled. 
The outcome of the summer gatherings and tours 
will be determined in the next few weeks, and like-
ly dependent on the government’s group assembly 
regulations and recommendations are at that time.

Club Meeting Program for May
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

Two items from the education committee. 

1. We have had to cancel the spring education 
classes because of Covid-19.  Everyone should 
have received a refund. If you haven’t, let me 
know. We hope to resume our classes in the 
fall depending on the status of the virus...  
Stay tuned.

2. Notice--failure of saw horses. Back in 2018 
we had a class on building fold-up saw horses 
made out of baltic birch. I built several of 
them and recently had one fail while using it 
at my farm. I was painting a bunch of boards 
on them and when one of my construction 
crew sat on the boards it failed. No one was 
hurt. I am not sure what the load limit for the 
horses are but I am guessing we had about 
250 pounds on it when it failed. Looking at 
the picture below it looks like the baltic birch 
failed at the location of the folding pins--a 
weak point. I just wanted to alert folks not to 
overload the saw horses.
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The April Club meeting was not held to due Covid 
19 restrictions.

April 2020 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary
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For contacting the Club’s Officers 
call the Club’s phone number 

515-650-6559.
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Membership 
Current Membership: 375
Membership a year ago: 370

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Club General Meeting
Canceled

SIG - Furniture Making
Canceled

Woodworkers
Des Moines

New members:
No New Members

Mark Schmidt

My grandson plays electric 
bass guitar in his school’s 
jazz band, and the guitar was 
always knocking around their 
living room. I made a custom-
designed stand to store the 
guitar, amplifier and 
accessories. It is designed to 
match a 1950’s coffee table 
that their family has. It is 
made from walnut and has a 
storage drawer and 
adjustable hanging arms.
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Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com)
 - ©August Home Publishing Company. 

For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week, please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.

Tip of the Month – Scroll Saw Base

 It’s tough to beat a scroll saw for fine detail 
cuts. Unfortunately, it’s also tough to work 
on a scroll saw that vibrates around on top of 
a workbench. I didn’t have room in my shop 
for a dedicated scroll saw stand, so I came 
up with the next best thing: A sand-filled 
box that deadens the vibrations of the saw. 
There’s not much to this shop-made scroll 
saw base. It’s a simple box that’s assembled 
with butt joints. The secret is that, before 
closing it up, I added weight by filling the 
box with sand. That way, you can be sure the 
scroll saw will stay stable and vibration-free 
as you’re making cuts.

To make the box, simply cut the top and 
bottom to size from plywood. The ends, 
sides, and an inner support are all made 
from “two-by” material. After cutting 
the parts, screw the entire box together, 
except for the top, which can be left off 
for now. Before you add the top, lay out 
mounting holes on it to match your scroll 
saw base. Then drill counter bored pilot 
holes and install T-nuts in the underside 
of the plywood top at these locations. 
Now fill the box with sand and screw on 
the top. Finally, it’s time to set the scroll 
saw in place and install bolts to securely 
fasten the scroll saw to the base.



Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at  email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure 
to include a price for each item plus your 
full name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address. 

The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this Website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

Skill Development Classes are a real 
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in 
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up 
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information. 

The Bulletin Board

Newsletters are sent to Members via the Club 
Website, we notify Members by e-mail when 
a new Newsletter has been posted to the 
Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters have 
been discontinued. If we do not have your 
current email address, send it to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org

If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit  
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.
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Do you have a friend who is interested in woodworking? 
Bring them as a guest to the next meeting.

Woodworkers
Des Moines

Art Reese

This is a bench/shoe storage 
that my wife asked me to build 
for the entry of our house. 
This was made from a pile of 
5/8” X 3/4” red oak strips left 
over from the custom door 
casings I made for all of the 
interior doors in our house. 
Using the oak strips and about 
a quart of glue I was able to 
build the bench.
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With the recommendation for all public gatherings 
of 10 people or more to be stopped for the foresee-
able future, the Furniture Makers SIG will not be 
held for May

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG 
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there 
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free 
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

The Club is looking for volunteers to help with the 
different committees and leadership roles. Most of 
the opportunities are ‘part time’ and can be shared 
between multiple people. If you have any interest 
in being a volunteer, please touch base with any 
Board or committee member.

-Newsletter Proofer: This position would assist the 
newsletter editor and would help review and edit 
the newsletter. This can be done at home and the 
work would usually occur two weeks before each 
club meeting. Contact Nathan Kress if you are in-
terested in helping, Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

-Club Photographer: Do you have an interest or 
passion in photography. This volunteer would help 
take pictures at the Club meetings. This would 
include pictures of the presentations, show and tell 
items, and general club activities. Contact Nathan 
Kress if you are interested in helping, 
Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

Volunteers Needed: 
Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor

Video of a Member’s shop is very popular agenda item 
at our monthly General Meetings. It is a great shop 
idea generator. Mike Crabb produces and edits these 
videos for the club. If you are willing to show other 
members your shop, give Mike a call at 
515-802-6822 or email him at 

 Video@dmwoodworkers.org

Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

The Des Moines Woodworkers Association library 
has many back issues of woodworking magazines. 
The library has the following four publications: 
Wood, Woodsmith, Shop Notes, and Fine Wood-
working in the collection. These magazines contain 
woodworking plans, tips for better woodworking 
and ideas for projects. Since it is difficult to get to 
the library collection without the monthly meetings, 
now is a great time to put the magazines to use. 
Here’s how to do it:

Use the links to access the magazine indexes online.
https://www.woodmagazine.com/magazine/index
https://www.finewoodworking.com/magazine-index
https://www.shopnoteslibrary.com/index 
https://www.shopnoteslibrary.com/index/
https://www.woodsmithlibrary.com/index/

Search for plans, ideas, jigs or anything else.
From the search results, choose articles or issues 
that you would like view. Send an email to the club 
librarian with the following information: 
Article or plan title
Magazine title
Issue number and date
Pages number
Your name
Your email address

The librarian will search the collection, retrieve the 
article, then scan and email you the article or plan. 
This is a simple, no contact way to put under-used 
library resources into the hands of our members.

Give it a try!

Contact the librarian by emailing
Librarian@dmwoodworkers.org
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Preferred Suppliers

We hope you’re patronizing the Preferred Suppliers listed on our club website and using your DMWWA 
membership discount at those businesses. We know from past experience that DMWWA members frequent-
ly use their club discount at local hardware stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on our Preferred 
Suppliers list. If your local hardware store is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure to ask them why 
not and whether they’re interested in getting on our list and getting more business from you and our other 
400+ members. Email me (vp@dmwoodworkers.com) with contact information for your local hardware 

store (owner/manager name and phone number) and I’ll contact them about becoming a Preferred Supplier. 
Thanks for your help!

These preferred local suppliers support us through Members discounts & assistance with association 
projects, so please support them. Be sure to ask about an item’s discount and show your current Membership 

card before you make a purchase. Check the Club Website for more information.

Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM

Ankeny Ace Hardware 
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny

Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Beaver Dr, Johnston

Country Caboose
113 5th St, Valley Junction, WDM
Hutcheson Lumber & Millwork

2169 180th St, Marshalltown
Johnston Ace Hardware

5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston
Kryger Glass

10440 Hickman Rd, Clive 
Liberty Hardwoods

1620 NE 69th Place, Ankeny 
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware

2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Millie Wood Works

4745 NW 50th Street, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware 

100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Sharpening Solutions

2615 east Douglas Ave, Des Moines 

Sherwin Williams Co.
Multiple Central IA locations 

Tandy Leather Factory
5041 NE 14th St, Des Moines

True Value Hardware
100 Grand Ave, WDM

White Cap Construction Supply   
1631 2nd Ave, Des Moines

Woodhaven    
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA

800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store

10320 Hickman Rd, Clive

These out-of-state suppliers also offer 
Members discounts:

Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396

Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769

Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
800-228-0000

Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800

Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841
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Let’s talk about finishing! Spring means we can 
open the windows or head to the garage to fin-
ish those winter projects. If you need some color 
ideas, a refresher on technique, or advice from 
experts, check out these past presentations in our 
Video Library at dmwoodworkers.org. Our entire 
library of meeting presentations and shop tours is 
available all the way back to 2008!
-March 2018: Sabrina Lowery shows us ways 
to include leather and other natural products in 
furniture projects.
-February 2018: Randy Hansen has had a career 
making wooden wildlife decoys and sculpture, and 
he demonstrated his techniques for painting, burn-
ing and power carving.
-February 2017: Shawn Palek demonstrates 
spray painting equipment and techniques for ap-
plying a professional finish on wood surfaces.
-January 2016: Ron Stookey shows us basic fin-
ishing techniques, how to match finishes in repair 
work, using dyes and repairing antique furniture 
pieces.
-November 2013: Ron Stookey covers fast & easy 
finishes that provide good results: wax, linseed 
oil, wipe on varnish, turners’ finish, C/A glue and 
finish packaged in an aerosol can. He also covers 
toners packaged in an aerosol can, NGR stain, Gel 
stain, Water base stain and dye.

Club Website News www.dmwoodworkers.org 
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    

-March 2012: Last month we pointed out Paul 
Schurch’s visit in 2017; in March 2012, Russ 
Hansen showed us how to create and apply mar-
quetry as well.
-November 2011: John Warren covers ways to 
achieve more grain highlights and contrasts, with 
shades of tints from dyes and stains. He uses a 
variety of colors, dilutions, and mixtures as ton-
ers, glazes and stain additives. You’ll see samples 
of several types of wood, with ‘layers’ of tints 
used for matching and creating new tints. He also 
discusses accessories and supplies, planning the 
project, testing options, making multiple passes, 
conditioning, sealing, and top coating.
-May 2011: Bill Leightner, an Industrial Sales 
Manager for General Finishes and also a chem-
ist, explains which products work best for dif-
ferent applications, which work best with each 
other, and how to best apply a successful finish. 
On the other hand, if you would rather hear a 
customer perspective of working with General 
Finishes, in November 2018 furniture maker Peter 
Kasper surveyed his favorite water-based stains, 
dyes and finishes from the company. 

To watch any of our videos, you’ll need an ac-
count on our website; if you don’t have one yet, 
click the link on the login tab to sign up. Once you 
log in, go to the Member Menu, then select Club 
Videos. There is also a site search available at the 
bottom of our home page

Time to Update Your 
Membership Information
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    

Have you moved?  Upgraded your tool inventory?  
Changed your email address? Want to get the newslet-
ter by email and save the club a stamp? It might be 
time to update your contact information, and all you 
need to do is to send Brain an email at  
data@dmwoodworkers.org. Thanks for helping us 
stay in touch with you!


