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Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

I hope all of you are well, both
physically and mentally. Tough
times for all of us, be extra nice to
your spouse, she or he are in the
same boat you are.
Probably like many of you, this has driven me
into the shop. It’s a great release. Before this all
started, I borrowed the Dominos template set
from the great DMWW library. This made me
think I should make a set for each of my kid’s
families. The little ones should have plenty of time
to learn the game. Not the easiest project, especially when making multiples, but I’m finally ready to

Club Meeting Program for April
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

Our April Club general meeting has been canceled.
The outcome of the May general meeting will
be determined in the next few weeks, and likely
dependent on the government’s group assembly
regulations and recommendations are at that time.
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put some finish on them. I’ll let you know how
it goes. If anyone wants the kit let me know and
I’ll deliver it.
It really hurt to cancel the April meeting and
even harder to cancel Artistry in Wood, but the
Board felt it had to be done. Thanks to all the
members for all the planning that went into
AIW. We’ll consider the May Club’s general
meeting in the next few weeks.
I would like to hear from anyone that needs
help. If you’re in need, please let me know.
As a Club we are starting to collect N-95
masks for caregivers, more information is in
the newsletter.

Club Community Service and
Covid-19 Help
Joseph Hansman, Community Service Director

The Des Moines Woodworkers are now collecting masks for MercyOne. They must be N-95 and
in the package. They can be dropped off anytime
at: 1981 Walnut Street in West Des Moines. There
is a tote on the porch. This is the home of
Joan Bindel (a MercyOne employee). If you want a
receipt take one of her cards and call or email her.

Show and Tell:

Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor

Nathan Kress

With no Club meeting in April, we do not have
a chance to showcase our projects made during
our ‘stay at home’ time. If you have completed
a project recently please submit any pictures to
be showcased in next month’s newsletter. Any
woodworking project will be welcomed; from jigs,
simple projects, works of art and anything in-between. Please send pictures and a short description
to Content@dmwoodworkers.org.
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Officers

President
Chuck Haas
Vice President
Don Opperthauser
Secretary
Gary Weeks
Treasurer
Greg Alberts

Board Members

Program Chair
Peter Kasper
Education Chair
Tom Brumback
Community Service Chair
Joe Hansman
Librarian
Eugene Harms

Des Moines

Woodworkers
Club Calendar - Meetings and Events
Meetings & Events
Club General Meeting
Canceled
SIG - Furniture Making
Canceled
Artistry in Wood
Canceled

Volunteer Associates:

Newsletter Editor
Nathan Kress
Data Manager
Brian Messenger
Communication Manager
Doug Rasmussen
Web Manager
Seenu Paladi
Video Manager
Dave Campbell
Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt
Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey
Special Events
Chuck Haas
Public Relations
Ron Stookey
Shop Videos
Mike Crabb
Email Manager
Jodi Alberts
Meeting Refreshments
Ron Jacobson
& Merle Miller
For contacting the Club’s Officers
call the Club’s phone number
515-650-6559.
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Mark Schillerstrom

Membership

Current Membership: 375
Membership a year ago: 368

New members:

David Yavitz, Ankeny
Brad Lorenz, Des Moines
Jesse Parker, Grimes
Andrew Carling, Woodward
Bob Vipond, Des Moines
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Tip of the Month – Brush Care
The quality of a job is often only as good as the tool used to accomplish it. Applying a smooth, blemish-free finish by brush is no exception. A high-quality brush
in good working order makes the task easier and the result much better. But when
the job is done, it’s always tempting to simply drop the brush into a can of the appropriate solvent and walk away. The downside is that if you don’t take the time to
clean the brush properly, the job will be harder later on and your brush may suffer.

One of the simplest things you can do to make cleaning your brush easier takes
place at the beginning of the finishing process. This trick is called pre-loading or
conditioning. Pre-loading is done by dipping the brush up to the ferrule in a container of the solvent present in the finish (mineral spirits, lacquer thinner, alcohol,
or water) and allowing it to soak for a minute. The solvent fills the reservoir at the
top of the brush to prevent the finish from drying in this area. The brush will stay
more flexible during use and require a lot less effort to clean. Then, before putting
the brush to work, shake or wipe off as much solvent as possible.
Once the finish has been applied, make it a habit to give the brush quick attention.
Whether it’s a synthetic or natural bristle brush, the process is essentially the same.
The first thing you want to do is squeeze as much finish out of the brush as possible. Rub both sides of the brush across the lip of the can or jar from the ferrule
on down. Do this until you’re not getting any more finish off the brush. Next, rinse
the brush thoroughly in a container of the appropriate solvent. The same container
of solvent used to pre-load the brush is an easy option.
This next step — washing the brush with soap and warm water — is optional. But
it guarantees a super-clean brush. Dishwashing soap is the standard choice. Wet
the brush and then work the soap through the bristles with your fingers. You can
also use a brush comb at this stage to help loosen and remove any remaining finish. After a couple minutes, you can rinse the soap out of the brush. You may note
a contradiction. Natural bristles don’t like water. But as long as the brush is dried
and then stored properly, a water wash isn’t a problem.
When thoroughly clean and dry, the final step is to wrap the brush to shape and
protect the bristles. Many brushes come in a cardboard sheath. This is a good way
to store them. Or, you can wrap the brush in heavy paper. Either way, it’s never a
good idea to leave a brush uncovered. When you get into the habit of following
this simple routine, a good brush will last for years. And best of all, it will always
be ready for duty when needed.

Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home Publishing (www.augusthome.com)
- ©August Home Publishing Company.
For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your email account each week, please go to www.woodsmithtips.com.
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The Bulletin Board
Des Moines

Woodworkers
Ads that you want e-mailed to Members
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure
to include a price for each item plus your
full name and telephone number. Be sure to
double check your spelling – especially your
email address.

Newsletters are sent to Members via the Club
Website, we notify Members by e-mail when
a new Newsletter has been posted to the
Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters have
been discontinued. If we do not have your
current email address, send it to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org

The Club receives a small commission on
purchases you make on the WOOD Store
Website provided you access this Website
from the Main Menu > Resources of the
Club’s Website.

If you have extra tools you no longer use,
consider donating them to Tools for Opportunity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and
Honduras make their businesses more profitable. To learn more or become involved, call
515-292-8154, visit
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Skill Development Classes are a real
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.

Do you have a friend who is interested in woodworking?
Bring them as a guest to the next meeting.

Club Website News www.dmwoodworkers.org
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Have had your fill of Netflix while you’re sheltering at home? We’d like to remind you that
dmwoodworkers.org is home to our entire library of meeting presentations and shop tours all
the way back to 2008! Whether you rewatch an
evening you saw in person, or find information for
the first time, here are a few of the great videos
from our collection you might start with:
- January 2019: Chris Martin shows us his furniture-making partners in Ghana (remember international travel?).
- April 2017: Nationally known instructor and
furniture maker Paul Schürch gives a quick but
thorough course in marquetry.
- January 2015: Use natural-edge lumber to make
striking modern furniture.
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- November 2010: Learn all about the structure of
wood from Iowa State University botany Professor
Rob Wallace.
- April 2010: “Drink from the firehose” as over
a dozen longtime DMWA members show off a
favorite fixture, jig or tip every minute or two.
You can learn to tune up your power tools, work
with hand tools, take up chip carving, make bandsaw boxes, and much more. To watch any of our
videos, you’ll need an account on our website; if
you don’t have one yet, click the link on the login
tab to sign up. Once you log in, go to the Member
Menu, then select Club Videos. There is also a site
search available at the bottom of our home page.
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Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG

Furniture Makers SIG News

Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

John Twedt, SIG Chair

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

With the recommendation for all public gatherings
of 10 people or more to be stopped for the foreseeable future, the Furniture Makers SIG will not be
held for April and May.

Volunteers Needed:

Library News

Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor

Eugene Harms, Librarian

The Club is looking for volunteers to help with the
different committees and leadership roles. Most of
the opportunities are ‘part time’ and can be shared
between multiple people. If you have any interest
in being a volunteer, please touch base with any
Board or committee member.

The Club’s online library is still up and running. So
if you need ideas and/or plans for your next project
please search through the catalog and place a hold
on any item that interest you. Or look at the Club’s
past general meeting videos to get new ideas.

-Newsletter Proofer: This position would assist the
newsletter editor and would help review and edit
the newsletter. This can be done at home and the
work would usually occur two weeks before each
club meeting. Contact Nathan Kress if you are interested in helping, Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

To place a hold on any item in our library
1.) Open a browser and go to:
https://dmwoodworkers.org/
2.) Click on the LOGIN tab and enter your
username and password
3.) Click on the MEMBER tab and select Library
4.) Follow the instructions on the page to search
the library catalog and place a hold.

-Club Photographer: Do you have an interest or
passion in photography. This volunteer would help
take pictures at the Club meetings. This would
include pictures of the presentations, show and tell
items, and general club activities. Contact Nathan
Kress if you are interested in helping,
Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

The librarian will pull the item from the library and
have it ready for you to check out at the next member meeting. The library is open for browsing 30
minutes before and after the monthly meeting, and
during the meeting break. Stop in check something
out!

Artistry in Wood
John Twedt, SIG Chair

Artistry in Wood has been canceled. Possible dates
for hosting the show in the future will be determined once everything gets back to normal.

Video of a Member’s shop is very popular agenda item
at our monthly General Meetings. It is a great shop
idea generator. Mike Crabb produces and edits these
videos for the club. If you are willing to show other
members your shop, give Mike a call at
515-802-6822 or email him at

Video@dmwoodworkers.org
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Preferred Suppliers
We hope you’re patronizing the Preferred Suppliers listed on our club website and using your DMWWA
membership discount at those businesses. We know from past experience that DMWWA members frequently use their club discount at local hardware stores, but not all the local hardware stores are on our Preferred
Suppliers list. If your local hardware store is NOT one of our Preferred Suppliers, be sure to ask them why
not and whether they’re interested in getting on our list and getting more business from you and our other
400+ members. Email me (vp@dmwoodworkers.com) with contact information for your local hardware
store (owner/manager name and phone number) and I’ll contact them about becoming a Preferred Supplier.
Thanks for your help!
These preferred local suppliers support us through Members discounts & assistance with association
projects, so please support them. Be sure to ask about an item’s discount and show your current Membership
card before you make a purchase. Check the Club Website for more information.

Acme Tools
629 SW 9th St, DM
Ankeny Ace Hardware
3020 SW Oralabor Rd, Ankeny
Bradley Tool & Fastener
6250 NW Beaver Dr, Johnston
Country Caboose
113 5th St, Valley Junction, WDM
Hutcheson Lumber & Millwork
2169 180th St, Marshalltown
Johnston Ace Hardware
5800 Merle Hay Rd, Johnston
Kryger Glass
10440 Hickman Rd, Clive
Liberty Hardwoods
1620 NE 69th Place, Ankeny
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
4808 University, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
5715 Hickman Rd, DM
O’Donnell Ace Hardware
2727 Beaver Ave, DM
Millie Wood Works
4745 NW 50th Street, DM
Park Fair Ace Hardware
100 E. Euclid Ave, Des Moines
Sharpening Solutions
2615 east Douglas Ave, Des Moines
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Sherwin Williams Co.
Multiple Central IA locations
Tandy Leather Factory
5041 NE 14th St, Des Moines
True Value Hardware
100 Grand Ave, WDM
White Cap Construction Supply
1631 2nd Ave, Des Moines
Woodhaven
501 West 1st Ave, Durant, IA
800-344-6657
Woodsmith Store
10320 Hickman Rd, Clive
These out-of-state suppliers also offer
Members discounts:
Hartville Tool,
800-345-2396
Fintech Abrasives
888-223-8769
Klingspor’s Woodworking Shop
800-228-0000
Woodcraft
Lenexa, KS, 913-599-2800
Woodworker’s Supply
800-321-9841
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March 2020 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

Chuck Haas, our President, is traveling and hopefully not quarantined. Gary Weeks opened the meeting
with an attempt at humor following in the tradition
of our President; while there was laughter his presentation was not quite the same.
Two new members from our last meeting were
introduced, Myles Hegstrom and Walter Pearson, as
well as guests.
Announcements:
-Artistry in Wood will not be held this year because
of concerns with the pandemic virus, COVID 19, by
several members of the committee.
-We are in need of someone to audit the Association’s financial records. The Bylaws require an
annual audit. Please contact a board member if you
are willing to help.
-Eugene Harms provided the library minute urging
members to utilize the library. It is easy utilizing the
new app. He also asked members to please complete the three questions if they have not already
done so. This will help the Board scheduling programs and classes.
-There will not be Furniture SIG this Saturday.
-Tom Brumback reminded members of the upcoming classes. We need at least three members for the
class to be held.
-Jason Bentley, from Area 515, did a brief presentation of the capabilities of their makers’ organization.
Their shop has areas for auto mechanics, wood,
weaving, leather and metal working. Membership to
utilize the shop is $40/ month with unlimited access.
The program this month was presented by Brad
Preston, a member of DMWWA. He demonstrated
the capabilities of the Shaper Origin.
Show and Tell
Mark Schillerstrom: Picture frame
Nathan Kress: Jokers Marble Game
Brad Preston: Miter-less picture frame
Leroy Munson: Shawl hook
The winner for drawing was Mark Schillerstrom.
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Brad Preston

Door Prize Drawing winners were Bob Scott,
Mark Matthes, John Terry, Eugene Harms,
Brad Lorenz, Mike Lynch, and Marty Button.

