
Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

February already?? Guess I better 
get busy with that Valentine’s Day 
gift, whatever that might be. I just 
know our loved ones always enjoy 
something from the shop made by 

our hands.

Other shop work needs to be focused on finishing 
that project for Artistry in Wood. Get busy!
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Thanks to all that took the time to answer the “3 
simple questions” at the last meeting. The Board 
will do its best to use your responses to come up 
with programs to answer some of your appropri-
ate desires.

We’ve had a good response to the upcoming 
classes but there are still openings. Sign up 
soon.

Now go make sawdust and shavings.

Our February meeting presenter will be Club mem-
ber Tom Brumback. Tom will be presenting on 
proper shop dust collection and lighting. Duct col-
lection at the cutting or sanding source as well as 
reducing the ambient air dust particulates has been 
a popular topic among the Club members. Come to 
the meeting to learn about ways to make your shop 
cleaner and safer to work and breathe in.

Club Meeting Program for February
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

Happy February to the Club. Looking ahead we 
should have some opportunities coming our way 
to give back to our communities as the weather 
warms up. Until then, I encourage all of you 
to send me the names of any charities, churches, 
and youth groups that are important to you so I 
can get a broader scope of outreach to find as 
many diverse groups as possible to support. If 
you have any suggestions, shoot me a line at  
community@dmwoodworkers.org 
and I’ll handle the rest from there!.

Club Community Service 
Joseph Hansman, Community Service Director

Artistry in Wood will be held this spring on the 
18th and the 19th of April. Projects will be taken 
in on Friday afternoon the 17th.  We hope that you 
have the best of the things that you have made in the 
last years to show to the public that appreciates our 
show. 

Rules to Exhibit at Artistry in Wood
-You must be a club member from a sponsoring
club to exhibit an item at Artistry in Wood. There is
no limit to how many items a member can exhibit.
-You must register items on Friday the 17th of April
from 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM.
-Only one prize per exhibitor.
-Only prize winners will be announced.
-Pick up projects on Sunday from 3:00 PM to 3:40
PM. The crew at Woodsmith would like to go home.
-Projects that did not get picked up on Sunday
should be picked on Monday morning. We will have
someone at the meeting room from 9:00 AM to
10:30 PM.

Artistry in Wood
John Twedt, SIG Chair

Randy Offenburger

Woodworkers
Des Moines
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Officers
President

Chuck Haas
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Don Opperthauser
Secretary

Gary Weeks
Treasurer

Greg Alberts

Board Members
Program Chair

Peter Kasper
Education Chair
Tom Brumback

Community Service Chair
Joe Hansman

Librarian
Eugene Harms

Volunteer Associates:
Newsletter Editor

Nathan Kress
Data Manager

Brian Messenger
 Communication Manager

Doug Rasmussen
Web Manager
Seenu Paladi

Video Manager
Dave Campbell

Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey

Special Events
Chuck Haas

Public Relations
Ron Stookey
Shop Videos 
Mike Crabb

Email Manager
Jodi Alberts

Meeting Refreshments
Ron Jacobson

& Merle Miller

For contacting the Club’s Officers 
call the Club’s phone number 

515-650-6559.
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Membership
Current Membership: 349
Membership a year ago: 349

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

DM Woodturners Club
Saturday, February 8, 2020 – 1:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

Club General Meeting
Tuesday, February 11, 2020 – 7:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

SIG - Furniture Making
Saturday, February 15, 2020 – 9:30 am
Woodsmith Store 

Artistry in Wood
April 18 and 19, 2020
Woodsmith Store

Woodworkers
Des Moines

New members:
Anthony Crain, Des Moines
Keith Wachter, Ankeny
Matthew Cross, Pella
Julie Muselman, Waukee
Doug Neiner, Massena

Don Opperthauser

Preferred Supplier List has not been published 
this month. Check prior Newsletters or Website 

“Resources>Preferred Suppliers” for list.
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The key to this baseplate is the adjustable fence 
(drawing below) that rides along the edge of the 
workpiece. It’s attached to a large, hardboard base 
with a few bolts, washers, and knobs.

Review by Chuck Haas:
The Woodworking Studio Handbook 
by Whitman Good:
Book for the smaller, studio type shop. Covers lots 
of disciplines but mostly woodworking. Covers 
joinery, carving, design, routing as well as many 
small projects.

Review by Chuck Haas:
Simple Marquetry by Burton Great:
Basic marquetry instruction. Includes cutting, tap-
ing, design inspiration and projects from simple to 
moderately complicated. Many include patterns. I 
really liked the glue up section. It went through the 
choices and shows the reasons for each choice.

Review by Ken Rummer:
The Minimalist Woodworker by Vic Tesolin:
If your woodworking has been blocked by budget, 
constrained by space, or embarrassed by a dearth 
of tools, you may find Vic Tesolin’s Minimalist 
Woodworker a liberating read.

As a woodworker exploring a greater focus on 
hand tools, I was drawn to the title. I was not 
disappointed. After covering some basics of work-
space set-up, the author offers his list of 27 basic 
hand tools along with a few more nice-to-haves. 
He is not anti-power but is convinced a person can 
do woodworking (and have fun) without motors 
and batteries.

In addition to his description of the various tools 
and their uses, Tesolin offers step-by-step projects 
that can be built with them: a saw bench, a shoot-
ing board/bench hook, a mallet, a workbench, and 
a wall-mounted set of shelves to hold your tools.

The author hails from Canada, teaches woodwork-
ing classes internationally, and writes a blog for 
Fine Woodworking Magazine. His book is avail-
able in the club library.

Book Reviews: 
Club Members

Tip of the Month courtesy of August Home 
Publishing (www.augusthome.com)

- ©August Home Publishing Company.
For a free E-tip like this one delivered to your 

email account each week, please go to
 www.woodsmithtips.com.

Tip of the Month – 
Router Fence 

One baseplate that 
comes in handy is the 
edge guide shown 
below. With it, I can 
use my hand-held 
router to rout paral-
lel grooves, dadoes, 
and even add deco-
rative touches, like 
the flutes shown in 

the photo below. The key to this baseplate is 
the adjustable fence (drawing below) that rides 
along the edge of the workpiece. It’s attached to 
a large, hardboard base with a few bolts, wash-
ers, and knobs.



Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at  email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure 
to include a price for each item plus your 
full name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address. 

The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this Website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

Skill Development Classes are a real 
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in 
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up 
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information. 

The Bulletin Board

Newsletters are sent to Members via the Club 
Website. We notify Members by e-mail when 
a new Newsletter has been posted to the 
Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters have 
been discontinued. If we do not have your 
current email address, send it to us at: 
data@dmwoodworkers.org

If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.
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News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

There is still time to sign up for our Spring 
Classes. Phil Huber, Master Woodworker and host 
of the TV Show, Woodsmith Shop, has lined up 
4 classes. You can sign up for as many classes as 
you want or sign up for all 4 classes for a 
discounted price of $125. You can also take the 
two Router classes for a discounted price of 
$50. To sign up, simply go online to the club 
website (www.dmwoodworkers.org) and go to 
ONLINE PAYMENT to register and pay. Be sure 
to state the reason code with the name of the class 
you are signing up for. Hurry, since the classes are 
starting soon and spots are limited. If you have 
any questions, contact Tom Brumback 
education@dmwoodworkers.org, 
515-664-8732). For specific class questions, con-
tact Phil directly at philhuber11@gmail.com. All
classes are taught at Chuck Haas’ Shop
(175 S 9th, West Des Moines, unit #430).

Name of Class: 
Get to know your Router. 
Cost: $30 
Date: February 8 & 15 Times: 9-11AM

Name of Class: 
Getting More From Your Router 
Cost: $30 
Date: February 29 & March 7 Times: 9-11am

Name of Class: 
Build a Tool Cabinet 
Cost: $50 
Date: April 4, 11, 18 & 25 Times: 9-11am

Name of Class:
Easy-To-Build Storage Chest 
Cost: $30 
Date: May 16 & 23 Times: 9-11AM

Do you have a friend who is interested in woodworking? 
Bring them as a guest to the next meeting.

Woodworkers
Des Moines
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The January meeting for the SMFMG was post-
poned because of bad weather. The February meet-
ing of the Saturday Morning Furniture Makers 
Group will feature the award winning federal table 
made by Phil Landenklos. The table won the first 
place prize at the Iowa State Fair Woodworking. Phil 
has a background in commercial cabinet making and 
millwork. He stated that he wanted to “challenge 
himself” with this project.  I am looking forward to 
learning more about the table so please join me on 
the 15th of February at 9:30 at the Woodsmith store.

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG 
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there 
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free 
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

 Brian Preston

The Club is looking for volunteers to help with the 
different committees and leadership roles. Most of 
the opportunities are ‘part time’ and can be shared 
between multiple people. If you have any interest 
in being a volunteer, please touch base with any 
Board or committee member.

-Newsletter Proofer: This position would assist the
newsletter editor and would help review and edit
the newsletter. This can be done at home and the
work would usually occur two weeks before each
club meeting. Contact Nathan Kress if you are in-
terested in helping, Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

-Club Photographer: Do you have an interest or
passion in photography. This volunteer would help
take pictures at the Club meetings. This would
include pictures of the presentations, show and tell
items, and general club activities. Contact Nathan
Kress if you are interested in helping,
Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

Volunteers Needed: 
Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor

 Chuck Haas

Doug Neiner

Eugene Harms

 Francis Youngblut

Gary Weeks.
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Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

One of the common questions I am asked is, “Do you have any books on how to build kitchen cabinets.”  I 
did a quick search of the library catalog for “Cabinet.”  The results returned a listing of 10 books and 11 
DVDs. Some of the author names you may recognize, like John Twedt a member of the club for many years, 
or George Vondriska from Woodworkers Guild Of America and instructor at Weekend with Wood and  
Woodsmith Workshop  events. Below are some the items in the library ready to be read or watched. 

The club videos can be viewed by on-line streaming or checking out the DVD from the library.
John Twedt on building doors, Frame and Panel  (Nov. 11, 2015)
John Twedt, Building and Mounting Drawers in a Cabinet (Oct. 13, 2009)
In his Frame and Panel presentation, John provides plenty of useful ideas and woodworking wisdom, so we 
all come away with some cool techniques and tips to enhance our skills. John shows us several ways to make 
well-fitting doors, using a router table and other tools most of us have. During the  Building and Mounting 
Drawers in a Cabinet  John talks about how to build and mount drawers in a cabinet. He also shows us tricks 
of the trade for installing full-extension drawer slides.

We are very fortunate as a Club to have John as a Member, as he is a great teacher and ready to answer ques-
tions that go beyond his presentations. John was a Home Construction Instructor at DMACC before he re-
tired, and he shares that skill with the club. He joined the Des Moines Woodworkers Association in 2004, and 
has served as Chair of the Furniture Special Interest Groups since 2016.

Kitchen Cabinets  
Part 1: Case Construction and  Part 2: Face Frames, Countertops, Doors and Drawers 
by George Vondriska (Woodworkers Guild Of America).  Disc 1: Intro; Cabinet 
Basics; Calculating Part sizes; Optimizing software; Case material choices; Rough 
cutting sheet goods; table saw cutting sequence; cut the toe; adjustable shelf holes,
assemble the cabinet; wrap up. George Vondriska has been teaching woodworking 
since 1986. In addition to teaching classes at his own Vondriska Woodworks School, 
George teaches at woodworking shows across the country and has taught woodworking 
for Peace Corps/Swaziland, Andersen Window, Northwest Airlines, and the Pentagon. 
George has had numerous magazine articles published, from tool reviews to shop 
improvement projects.

Making Kitchen Cabinets: with Paul Levine 
(Fine Homebuilding DVD Workshop) by Paul Levine
Watching Paul Levine will convince you that creating a beautiful kitchen is as easy 
as building one simple cabinet several times over. Levine’s system saves time, 
anticipates mistakes and allows for corrections. All you need is access to a small 
workshop with a table saw a router and some common hand tools. What’s more, 
your cabinets will be as handsome as they are strong, featuring sleek lines, hidden 
hinges, colorful laminated surfaces and warm wood trim. By watching Levine you’ll 
learn how to: laminate plastic to plywood for easy-to-clean surfaces, cut tongue-
and-groove joints to assemble the cases, rout dovetails for sturdy, solid-wood
drawers, and install trouble-free drawer slides and adjustable hinges.
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Continued on page 7



Building Your Own Kitchen Cabinets: Layout-Materials-
Construction-Installation (A fine woodworking book) 
Gretta Cary

This text is designed to help anyone thinking about re-doing their kitchen or build-
ing a new one from scratch. It provides information to help you get started and help 
you do the right job.

 Library on-line catalog is available to all club members to check out Books, 
DVDs, and Tools.

To place a hold on any item in our library 

• Open a browser and go to:
https://dmwoodworkers.org/

• Click on the LOGIN tab and enter your user
name and password

• Click on the MEMBER tab and select Library

Follow the instructions on the page to search the 
library catalog and place a hold.

The librarian will pull the item from the library 
and have it ready for you to check out at the next 
member meeting. The library is open for brows-
ing 30 minutes before and after the monthly 
meeting, and during the meeting break. Stop in 
check something out!

www.dmwoodworkers.orgIssue 235 February 2020
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Video of a Member’s shop is very popular agenda item 
at our monthly General Meetings. It is a great shop 
idea generator. Mike Crabb produces and edits these 
videos for the club. If you are willing to show other 
members your shop, give Mike a call at 
515-802-6822 or email him at 

 Video@dmwoodworkers.org

Nathan Burkhalter

John Doy

Mark Schillerstrom
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January 2020 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

Chuck Haas, President, opened the meeting with 
real groaner. While the group recovered, guests and 
new members were introduced.

Reports:

-John Twedt announced that Artistry in Wood will
be held April 18 and 19. Setup will be April
17. Volunteers are needed for the set-up.
-The Furniture SIG will meet this
Saturday at 9:30 AM.
-Eugene Harms asked the members to please com-
plete a simple three question survey that helps with 
planning programs and educational offerings.
-We have received books, magazines and DVDs 
from Carl Voss for the library. Eugene will be sort-
ing and cataloging the material.
-Chuck wanted to thank several members of the 
Association that were not Board members but have 
and continue to volunteer many hours to help the 
meetings run smoothly and make things easy for the 
members. Special thanks to Brian for member-ship, 
computer technology and software, Nathan for the 
great newsletter he puts out each month, Merle for 
making sure we have coffee and cookies for our 
meetings and Jodi Alberts (the better half of Greg) 
for organizing and decorating for our
Christmas party as well as sending out emails.
-Joe Hansman, Community Service chair, thanks 
members who participated this past year in the serv-
ice projects of the Association. He asked members 
to let him know of ways to serve of communities 
using our talents as woodworkers. This Saturday is 
an opportunity to work with Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace. Details for build were sent to each member 
via e-mail.
-Peter Kasper, Program Chair, continues to ask for 
input on the type of programs members what to 
have at our meetings.
-Tom Brumback, Education Chair, announced that 
Phil Huber will be teaching four classes. The class-
es start in February with a beginning and advanced 
router class (two separate sessions), a wall hung tool 
cabinet and a storage chest. Details will be 
forthcoming via e-mail.
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Program:
The program tonight is presented by Bob Hunter, 
Tool Editor for Wood Magazine. The program is 
“what is new in tools for the woodworker”. Watch 
the video on the website.

Show and Tell:
Brian Preston: Tool holder made with hand held 
CNC machine
Don Opperthauser: Turned segmented lamp made 
by his father over 70 years ago.
Leroy Monson: Small turned bowls.
Eugene Harms: Walnut cake stand, bees wax finish. 
Francis Youngblut: Model of Bantam panel truck; 
red heart and maple.
Nathan Burkhalter: Whiskey Flight Board.
Gary Weeks: Frame(white oak) and panel(walnut) 
tool chest Project was from Phil Huber class. 
Mark Schillerstrom: Lamp
Doug Neiner: Modern Inbox with decorative sides 
and brass accents.
Chuck Haas: Candle holder
Randy Offenburger: Décor sign, made panel look 
like wood rough sawed.
John Doy: Mantle clock.
The winner of Show and Tell drawing was Doug 
Neiner.

Door Prize Drawing:
The winners were: John McKee, Dale Howard, 
Charlie Cochran, Tom O’Rourke, Jerry Brown 
and Mike Myers.

LeRoy Monson




