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Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Happy New Year from the Board of
the Des Moines Woodworkers!
I feel that I need to again thank
all the members of the “Christmas
Party Committee” with special thanks to Jody
Alberts for all her hard work. I think it was a great
success!! The games were a lot of fun.
We’re in for another year of exceptional programs.
Your Program committee has been working hard to
find programs interesting to all. As always, if you
have an idea for a program, let them know.

The Education Committee is hard at work
planning spring classes. We’ve all seen fine
examples of the work the students have done. If
anyone has a special request for particular class
let us know we’ll try to accommodate.
As always I’m pleading for volunteers to join a
Committee. Step forward. I think you’ll find it
very rewarding.
Thank you to Committee members for the past
year’s service. It can’t be done without you.

Club Meeting Program for January

Newsletter Mailing:

Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Our January meeting presenter will be Bob Hunter,
who is the Tool Editor at WOOD Magazine. We
have enjoyed Bob’s presentations in the past and
look forward to his discussion of what’s new in the
world of woodworking tools for 2020. Bob’s staff
is responsible for testing new tools coming on the
market and assessing their relative strengths and
weaknesses. We look forward to Bob’s program.

This year the newsletter will be distributed through
email and on our website only, and there will no
longer be a printed copy mailed to individuals. For
the vast majority of the Club’s members this is not
a change to the current system, but this will affect
a few individuals who still receive hard copies in
the mail. If you are one of the individuals who receives hard copies of the newsletter, please
provide your email address to the club to receive
future newsletters. If you do not have an email
address and do not have access to a computer at
home or at your local library, please leave a
voicemail at the Club’s phone number,
515-650-6559, and we will try to find a way to
accommodate you.

News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair

Hey woodworkers, look what Shawn Brown built
during a recent woodworking class taught by Phil
Huber. Shawn created this beautiful quarter sawn
oak tool chest during a 4-class tool box class this
fall. We’re going to offer some more classes this
spring so be sure to watch for sign-up notices once
the classes are announced. Also, if you have any
suggestions for a class you would like to see us
offer, just let us know and perhaps we can get Phil
to teach it.

Shawn Brown
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Officers

President
Chuck Haas
Vice President
Don Opperthauser
Secretary
Gary Weeks
Treasurer
Greg Alberts

Board Members

Program Chair
Peter Kasper
Education Chair
Tom Brumback
Community Service Chair
Joe Hansman
Librarian
Eugene Harms

Volunteer Associates:

Newsletter Editor
Nathan Kress
Data Manager
Brian Messenger
Communication Manager
Doug Rasmussen
Web Manager
Seenu Paladi
Video Manager
Dave Campbell
Furniture Making SIG
John Twedt
Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey
Special Events
Chuck Haas
Public Relations
Ron Stookey
Shop Videos
Mike Crabb
Email Manager
Jodi Alberts
Meeting Refreshments
Ron Jacobson
& Merle Miller
To contact the Club’s Officers call
the Club’s phone number
515-650-6559.
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Club Calendar - Meetings and Events
DM Woodturners Club
Saturday, January 11, 2020 – 1:00 pm
Woodsmith Store
Club General Meeting
Tuesday, January 14, 2020 – 7:00 pm
Woodsmith Store
SIG - Furniture Making
Saturday, January 18, 2020 – 9:30 am
Woodsmith Store
Artistry in Wood
April 18 and 19, 2020
Woodsmith Store

Membership

Current Membership: 403
Membership a year ago: 412

New members:

Joel Campbell, West Des Moines
James Martin, Johnston
Chris Scovel, Pleasantville
Dan Berry, Ankeny
Dan Mammen, Indianola
Jon Davis, Urbandale
Greg Shell, Adel
Adam Shell, Ankeny
Jerod Shell, Ankeny
Ron Gruber, Stuart
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Club Community Service

Joseph Hansman, Community Service Director

Happy New Year to everyone! Thank you all for your work and dedication this past year, we had a great
2019 that ended with a couple really high notes!
As we head into 2020 we’ll undoubtedly have a few more silent auctions for local groups, more opportunities with Habitat for Humanity and whatever else comes about. As always pass along any groups you
want me to talk to or any ideas you have or if you’d like to help out coordinating an activity or reaching
out to groups.
Festival of Lights went well! A note from Robert Pontious:
All went well and we had about 415 ornaments. After filling
the tree we had a few left over and donated them to the festival to be sold at the festival Gift shop at the show. As we were
decorating several people walked by working on their own trees or members of festival
staff. Each one said ours was always their favorite tree. Even someone from the janitorial staff said the same things. Charlene Shellabarger quilted the tree skirt which without a
doubt was beautiful. Thanks to all who helped, whether it was making ornaments, preparing them for the tree or working on decorating the tree. (Ed. note: The tree fetched a donation just short of $10,000!)
A few weeks back I put out a call to action
for a local Girl Scout troop. Peter Kasper
reached out and, well, I’ll let the Troop
speak:
I wanted to follow-up with you regarding
Peter Kasper, a member of your group, and the
incredible experience he provided our girls last
weekend to help them earn their woodworking
badges. I am forwarding you the email I sent him
which included photos from the event so you
could see all the love and effort he, his girlfriend
Rachel, and his sister Natalie put into making it
such a success.
My expectations for the event were low being I
had so much trouble finding someone willing to
take us and our badge earning goal on. But Peter
not only met and exceeded them, he essentially
blew them out of the ball park. He was easy and
wonderful to work with leading up to and coordinating the event, he made sure we had great
instructions getting to the workshop, he made me
feel safe/secure bringing our girls to an unknown
location with a complete stranger, and then not
only ensured other female wood workers would be
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involved but had an impressively organized, structured, well-resourced/prepared
event for us when we arrived. He also
ended up making it so each girl could
construct her very own birdhouse to
take home, in addition to having a left
over for us to donate to our local enabling garden. I
just...I can’t gush enough about what a true gem he
and those ladies were, and how proud we were of
our girls, and they of themselves at the end of it all.
He made it so much more than just a badge earning
event - he made it a one of those experiences that restores your faith in humanity and makes you thankful your cup runs over. I will be sharing his
information with the rest of our service unit in the
event other troops want to hold a similar
event...cause I have a feeling they would value it as
much as we did. So thanks again for getting us in
touch with him, and to him and his girls for a lovely,
unforgettable, truly empowering and inspiring
evening. Much love and thanks from Troop 1039 in
Altoona!!
As always, feel free to reach out to me (Joseph
Hansman) with questions, comments and concerns:
community@dmwoodworkers.org or (712)
790-7783.

The Bulletin Board
Ads that you want e-mailed to Members
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure
to include a price for each item plus your
full name and telephone number. Be sure to
double check your spelling – especially your
email address.

Newsletters are sent to Members via the
Club Website, We notify Members by e-mail
when a new Newsletter has been posted to
the Website. Post Office mailed Newsletters
have been discontinued. If we do not have
your current email address, send it to us at:
data@dmwoodworkers.org

The Club receives a small commission on
purchases you make on the WOOD Store
Website provided you access this Website
from the Main Menu > Resources of the
Club’s Website.

If you have extra tools you no longer use,
consider donating them to Tools for Opportunity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and
Honduras make their businesses more profitable. To learn more or become involved, call
515-292-8154, visit
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Skill Development Classes are a real
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.

Do you have a friend who is interested in
woodworking? Bring them as a guest to the
next meeting.

2020 Membership Renewals has expired, now $30
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Thanks to everyone who renewed before the end
of the year! 74% of our members renewed early
this year and will receive their 2020 member card
before the old one expires. Although the renewal
discount expired on December 31st, you can still
renew for $30 online in just a few minutes at
dmwoodworkers.org, or bring check or cash to the
next member meeting on January 14th.

New and Returning Member Dues ($30): If you
join from January through May, your membership
will expire at the end of the current year. If you
join from June through December, your membership will expire at the end of the following year.

December 2019 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

The meeting was opened by Chuck Haas, President,
and he welcomed Members and guests to the
Christmas Party. He thanked Jodi Alberts for decorating and planning this year’s party with help from the
Program Committee. The program this evening was
socializing, enjoying the shared food and view projects
members completed during the year. The socks that
members brought were being donated to the Des
Moines homeless shelter. Jodi arranged for several
games and awarded prizes to the winners.
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There was a drawing at the meetings end for those
Members that brought or submitted projects for show
and tell. The winners of the drawing were: John Doy,
Peter Kasper, Phil Laudenklos, Mark Schillerstrom,
Phillip Smith, Frank Hilton, Jerry Brown, and Lynn
Clary.
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Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG

Furniture Makers SIG News

Ron Stookey, SIG Chair

John Twedt, SIG Chair

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

The January meeting of the Saturday Morning Furniture Makers Group will feature the award
winning federal table made by Phil Landenklos.
The table won the first place prize at the Iowa State
Fair Woodworking. Phil has a background in
commercial cabinet making and millwork.
He stated that he wanted to “challenge himself” with
this project. I am looking forward to learning more
about the table so please join me on the
18th of January at 9:30 at the Woodsmith store.

Volunteers Needed:
Nathan Kress, Newsletter Editor

The Club is looking for volunteers to help with the
different committees and leadership roles. Most of
the opportunities are ‘part time’ and can be shared
between multiple people. If you have any interest
in being a volunteer, please touch base with any
Board or committee member.
-Newsletter Proofer: This position would assist the
newsletter editor and would help review and edit
the newsletter. This can be done at home and the
work would usually occur two weeks before each
club meeting. Contact Nathan Kress if you are interested in helping, Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

Artistry in Wood
John Twedt, SIG Chair

This spring we will hold our Biennial Artistry in
Wood. The date has been set for the 18th and 19th of
April. I will be passing around the sign-up sheet for
a committee to help manage the preparations. I will
depend on your help to put on the show. Keep the
April date in mind so that we have as many projects
as possible. We do have an audience that looks forward to seeing our stuff.

-Club Photographer: Do you have an interest or
passion in photography. This volunteer would help
take pictures at the Club meetings. This would
include pictures of the presentations, show and tell
items, and general club activities. Contact Nathan
Kress if you are interested in helping,
Content@dmwoodworkers.org.

Time to Update Your
Membership Information
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Have you moved? Upgraded your tool inventory?
Changed your email address? It might be time to
update your contact information, and all you need to
do is to send Brain an email at
data@dmwoodworkers.org. Thanks for helping us
stay in touch with you!

Des Moines

Woodworkers
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Video of a Member’s shop is very popular agenda item
at our monthly General Meetings. It is a great shop
idea generator. Mike Crabb produces and edits these
videos for the club. If you are willing to show other
members your shop, give Mike a call at
515-802-6822 or email him at

Video@dmwoodworkers.org

Club Website News
www.dmwoodworkers.org
Brian Messenger, Data Manager

Reminder: You can pay your renewal dues with
PayPal or a debit or credit card on our website,
www.dmwoodworkers.org. Just select Online
Payment from the main menu. No need to LogIn.
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Library News

Eugene Harms, Librarian

Shawn Brown has volunteered to support our club
by serving as the assistant librarian. Shawn will assist Eugene Harms with cataloging new books and
checking out items to members.
With the cold of winter upon us and many woodworkers moving into a heated workshop, it is a great
time to read about using minimal space and tools.
Working on your pyrography scents the workshop
with the comforting smell of wood smoke.
Three books have been donated to the library
recently. Read about the books below and
check them out!
The Minimalist Woodworker: Essential
Tools and Smart Shop Ideas for Building
with Less
by Vic Tesolin (684.082 TESOLIN)
The Minimalist Woodworker is about making woodworking clean and simple – from
the tools and the workspace to the easy-to-follow
instructions. It eliminates the fears and excuses as it
demystifies the craft. Written by Vic Tesolin, aka the
Minimalist Woodworker, a woodworker and woodworking instructor, The Minimalist Woodworker is
a stress-free approach for the hobbyist that emphasizes the destination is actually the journey.
Beginning with an understanding of the minimalist mindset, The Minimalist Woodworker quickly
details how to make a small space productive and
outlines the most efficient tools for a woodworker.
Each piece of equipment is explained and instructions on how to use are provided. Techniques for
keeping them sharp and maintained are also explained.
Yearn to Burn: A Pyrography Master Class:
18 Creative Woodburning Projects with Stepby-Step Instructions
by Simon Easton (745.51 EASTON)
Whether you’re a budding or an experienced pyrographer, recreate 18 woodburning
projects to hone your skills and gain confidence! After providing a basic background on tools, hints, and
tips, award-winning pyrographer and author Simon
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Easton will walk you through fun, creative projects
for an engagement ring box, herb garden label set,
castle kitchen container, holiday platters, game
boards, and more. With step-by-step directions on
photography, you’ll learn the techniques, experiment with ideas, and eventually develop your own
design style!
Woodburning Realistic Animals:
12 Step-by-Step Pyrography Projects
of Birds, Pets, and Wildlife Tutorials
for Eyes, Fur, Manes, & Whiskers;
Projects for Big Cats, Owls, & More
by Minisa Robinson (745.51 ROBINSON)
Horses and owls, lions and zebras, butterflies and
birds...learn to burn them all! Woodburning Realistic Animals is the ultimate resource to create
amazing lifelike portraits of wild animals. With 12
projects that include hand-drawn patterns, photo
references, and step-by-step instructions, create
stunning works of art as you take your pyrography
techniques to new heights. Author and awardwinning artist Minisa Robinson shares her expert
knowledge for every task from beginning to end,
from preparing the surface and transferring a
photograph onto wood to burning facial features,
adding color, and sealing your final work. A source
of inspiration and new-found skills, this guide will
let your pyrography practice run wild.
To place a hold on any item in our library
• Open a browser and go to:
www.dmwoodworkers.org
• Click on the Log-In tab and enter your user
name and password
• Click on the MEMBER tab and select
Library
Follow the instructions on the page to search the
library catalog and place a hold.
The librarian will pull the item from the library
and have it ready for you to check out at the next
member meeting. The library is open for browsing 30 minutes before and after the monthly
meeting, and during the meeting break. Stop in
check something out!

