
Sawdust from the Prez…
Chuck Haas, President

Happy Woodworking 
season!!! People say fall is in the 
air. Maybe. What I sense in the 
air is the start of Woodworking 
season. Enjoy your shops. Get 
started on that project you’ve been 
thinking about all summer.
 
Thank you to Kevin Kirlin, who 
has faithfully served our Club as Vice-President. He 
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has resigned and will be missed. Fortunately 
Don Opperthauser has stepped up to serve out 
Kevin’s term as Vice-President. Thank you Don 
and welcome!
 
As most of you have seen by now; the Club 
is offering two new educational hands-on 
classes. One is a two part cutting board 
class. The other class is a four part class mak-
ing a bench top tool chest. The four part class 
is something new and will require “homework” 

in order for you to keep up to speed for the next 
class. Sign up early or you may be disappointed.

I hope everyone had a great weekend and I am 
looking forward to seeing everyone at Tuesday’s 
meeting. As we approach Christmas, it’s time to start 
thinking ahead to the Festival of Lights.

Over the past several years the Des Moines area 
Woodcarvers, Woodturners and Woodworkers have 
crafted thousands of ornaments and decorated a 7 ½ 
foot tree for this project. Last year our groups contrib-
uted between 400 and 600 ornaments.

This year’s festival begins November 27th and runs 
through December 1st. To allow for preparation, or-
naments are due by November 15th as decorating the 

Club Community Service 
Joseph Hansman, Community Service Director

tree is done on November 24th and 25th.
 
Our tree is always highly thought of by those run-
ning the project and I know we can make our tree 
great again this year.
 
To coordinate delivery of the ornaments, you can 
reach out to Bob Pontious at xdcj22@gmail.com 
or 641-895-1886. 
Alternatively, you can email me at
community@dmwoodworkers.org or call me at 
712-790-7783. Thank you!

Stay tuned for more opportunities and email me 
community@dmwoodworkers.org if you know of 
any good causes we can support!

Club Meeting Program for October
Peter Kasper, Program Committee Chair

How to Build Unique Bandsaw Boxes
Craig Ruegsegger, Deputy Editor of WOOD 
magazine, demonstrates how making boxes using 
just the bandsaw (and some sanding) opens a world 
of curvy, creative opportunities. 

If you have any ideas for future programs and are 
interested in being a part of the Program Commit-
tee, please contact Peter Kasper.
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Membership 
Current Membership: 382
Membership a year ago: 394

Club Calendar - Meetings and Events

Club General Meeting
Tuesday, October 8, 2019 – 7:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

SIG - Furniture Making
Saturday, October 12, 2019 – 9:30 am
Woodsmith Store

DM Woodturners Club
Saturday, October 12, 2019 – 1:00 pm
Woodsmith Store

Woodworkers
Des Moines

Woodworkers
Des Moines

New members:
John Stalder, Jefferson IA

Tom Whalley 
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2020 Membership Renewals now open
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    

Last year, we updated our dues renewal deadline 
policy to simplify the renewal process. Thank you 
for your continued membership! 

New Member Dues ($30): If you join from Janu-
ary through May, your membership will expire 
at the end of the current year. If you join from 
June through December, your membership will 
expire at the end of the following year.

2020 Renewal Dues Discount for Current 2019 
Members ($25): If paid before December 31st, 
2019. Renewing your dues before the end of the 
year extends your membership through the end 
of 2020, and saves you $5. You will also receive 
your new Member Discount Card before your 
current card expires January 15th.

Reinstatement Dues ($30): for 2019 Mem-
bers who do not renew during the Renewal 
Dues Discount Period ending 12/31/2019, and 
pre-2019 Members who did not renew for 2019, 
2020 dues are the same as New Member Dues 
shown above.

DON’T MISS OUT!

Our club is offering some exciting class-
es this Fall! Don’t miss out on this excellent op-
portunity to learn from Master Woodworker, Phil 
Huber, who is also the host of the TV Show, Wood-
Smith Shop. This is a great opportunity to get some 
quality woodworking training right here in Des 
Moines. Christmas is right around the corner and 
Phil’s Cutting Board Class would be a good way 
for a beginner woodworker to make a handcrafted 
gift for someone special. Want more of a challenge? 
Build a classic tool chest. 

The cutting board class costs $25 and consists 
of two sessions while the Tool Box Class costs 
$50 for 4 sessions. You can sign up for both 
for a discounted rate of $65. To sign up, sim-
ply go online to the club website
 www.dmwoodworkers.org and go to ONLINE 
PAYMENT to register and pay. Be sure to state the 
reason code with the name of the class you are sign-
ing up for. Hurry, since the classes are starting soon 
and spots are limited. If you have any questions, 
contact Tom Brumback 
education@dmwoodworkers.org, 515-664-8732). 
Both classes will be held at Chuck Haas’ shop at 
175 S 9th, West Des Moines Unit #430.

News from the Education Committee
Tom Brumback, Education Committee Chair Cutting Board: 

October 12 & 19 (9-11am): This 
two-part class will make a good-
looking and durable cutting board 
similar to the one shown here. 
This is a good class for folk who are new to 
woodworking or who would like to know more 
about setting up and using common woodwork-
ing power tools: table saw, thickness planer, 
drill press). Class members will need a piece of 
hardwood (maple, cherry, etc) 1 3/4” thick x 7” 
wide x 18” long and a contrasting piece (1/2” 
thick x 3” wide x 24” long) Any questions, 
please contact Phil at philhuber11@gmail.com

Tool Chest: 
November 9, 16, 23 & December 7: In 
this four-part class, students will make 
this small, benchtop tool chest. While 
providing a classic-looking place to store 
tools, this project is a solid way to learn 

woodworking construction techniques. We’ll 
cover frame and panel construction, accom-
modating wood movement, tongue and groove 
joinery, drawer construction, material selection, 
and more. We’ll cover the main topics during 
the sessions with time for hands-on work. How-
ever, in order to complete the chest, students 
will need to do some homework on their own. 
Once registered, Phil will send you a project 
materials & supplies list. Any questions, please 
contact Phil at philhuber11@gmail.com



Ads that you want e-mailed to Members 
should be emailed to Jodi Alberts
at  email@dmwoodworkers.org. Be sure 
to include a price for each item plus your 
full name and telephone number. Be sure to 
double check your spelling – especially your 
email address. 

The Club receives a small commission on 
purchases you make on the WOOD Store 
Website provided you access this Website 
from the Main Menu > Resources of the 
Club’s Website. 

Skill Development Classes are a real 
bargain. You pay for project supplies and in 
some cases a small instructor fee. Sign up 
for classes at a Club meeting or contact the 
instructor. E-mail Tom Brumback at
education@dmwoodworkers.org for
class information. 

Do you have a friend who is interested in 
woodworking? Bring them as a guest to the 
next meeting.

The Bulletin Board
If you are receiving this Newsletter via the 
Post Office and have Internet access, change 
to Website delivery and save the Club $10 
a year on postage and printing. We notify 
Members by e-mail when a new Newsletter 
has been posted to the Website. To make the 
change, e-mail the Club at
data@dmwoodworkers.org

If you have extra tools you no longer use, 
consider donating them to Tools for Opportu-
nity, an Iowa-based non-profit that is helping 
deserving woodworkers in El Salvador and 
Honduras make their businesses more profit-
able. To learn more or become involved, call 
515-292-8154, visit  
www.ToolsforOpportunity.org, or email 
coordinator@toolsforopportunity.org.

Anyone who knows of the passing of a Club 
Members is asked to notify a Board Member.
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The presentation for the September meeting of the 
Saturday Morning Furniture Makers Group con-
cerned veneers. Demonstrations and verbal discus-
sions concerning – selection, cutting, taping, glue 
application, clamping, tape removal and sanding 
were talked about. It was a great crowd with many 
good questions and suggestions. Thanks for all who 
attended
 
The October meeting of the SMFMG will concern 
jigs and fixtures. I will bring the various items that I 
had to create to make the legs for the Pembroke table 
that I am in the process of building. I will bring full 
size drawings of the medallion and the bells. Please 
bring your jigs and fixtures and join us at the Wood-
smith Store on the 12th of October at 9:30 AM.

Furniture Makers SIG News
John Twedt, SIG Chair

Tom Whalley

Ron is putting the Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG 
group meetings on hold for the time being. If there 
are questions about refinishing or repair, feel free 
to email Ron at repairSIG@dmwoodworkers.org

Furniture Repair/Finishing SIG
Ron Stookey, SIG Chair
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Tom Bromback called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
He introduced guests and had new members stand, and 
reminded club members to introduce themselves to 
new members (white badges).

Reports:
Library: Eugene Harms 
(Librarian@dmwoodworkers.org) announced that 
DVDs by Woodworkers Guild Of America were added 
to the library collection. Two new books were donated 
tonight from Wood Magazine. A jig for making the 16-
sided staved vase (Wood Magazine February 1998 was 
donated by Jan Svec. The library is still underutilized 
and he encouraged members to make use of it.

Furniture Makers SIG: John Twedt received an award 
for Parquetry at the Iowa State Fair. He brought that 
piece to this meeting and shared it. He plans to give a 
presentation on Parquetry for the Ames Woodworkers 
and he will use that same presentation for the Saturday 
Morning Furniture Makers Group for the September 
meeting. He will have better solutions for dealing with 
veneers. He encouraged all to attend the presentation 
this Saturday, September 14 at the Woodsmith Store, 
9:30 AM. 

Artistry of Wood: John Twedt announced the date 
for Artistry of Wood has been set for April 18, 2020. 
Members should start planning their projects to have 
this be a great showing from the club. 

Woodsmith Sponsor: Phil Huber
 (PhilHuber11@gmail.com) introduced Logan Wittmer 
who will be presenting at Woodsmith Workshop 2019 
held at Living History Farms September 30 – October 
1. The workshop is an opportunity for makers, wood-
workers, and DIYers of all levels to meet like- minded 
individuals, learn, and get inspired to create. The event 
will consist of many informational sessions held by 
woodworking experts including Anne Briggs with 
Anne of all Trades, Matt Cremona, James Hamilton 
with Stumpy Nubs, George Vondriska with Wood-
workers Guild of America, the cast of the Woodsmith 
Shop TV Show and the editors of Woodsmith maga-
zine. 

September 2019 Meeting Notes
Gary Weeks, Secretary

Des Moines Woodworker Association members can get 
the group discount by entering the discount code when 
registering or contacting Woodsmith customer service.

Woodsmith Shop America’s Favorite Woodworking 
TV Show season 13 will start airing Tuesday and will 
be replayed on Saturday on the local channels. Please 
follow on Facebook and provide feedback and com-
ments.

Community Service: Gene Peterson presented an op-
portunity to travel to El Salvador with Tools of Oppor-
tunity (http://toolsforopportunity.org/) November 9-16, 
2019. Tools and cash donations will be accepted to 
support the efforts.

Joseph Hansman (Community@dmwoodworkers.org) 
announced a bed building event for Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace (https://www.shpbeds.org/) that will be held at 
the Jordan Creek Lowes store on Saturday September 
14 from 9:00am-3:00pm.

Bob Pontious (xdci22@gmail.com) from the Des 
Moines Wood Carvers announced the Festival of 
Trees and Light of Des Moines will be November 27 
- December 1. Ornaments will need to be donated by 
Nov. 15 th to allow time to sort and prep for the tree. A 
collection box will be available at the front desk of the 
Woodsmith store.

Classes:
Phil Huber (Woodsmith) will be teaching two classes 
this fall/winter. The first class will be a two session 
class on building a cutting board. The second class will 
be on building a Tool Chest and will be a four session 
class with homework. Class dates and times will be 
posted to the club’s website when determined. Classes 
will be held at Chuck Haas’ workshop.

Peter Kasper will be teaching a hands-on sharpening 
workshop. Contact Peter to sign-up. 
peterkasperwoodworks@gmail.com

Continued on page 6
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Program:
The program tonight was pre-
sented by Shawn Webb on build-
ing Bows and Arrows. Shawn 
provided a background of how 
he got started making bows. He presented the history of 
various bow types used by various nations and peoples. 
He covered the wood species that are commonly used 
and how to harvest the wood from the trees. He discussed 
how the wood is prepped for the bows and the need to 
follow the growth lines to make good bows.

Show and Tell:
- Phil Laudenklos: Table – Curly and crotch mahogany, 
  lace wood, ebony, and curly sycamore.

- Phil Smith: Mini Grand Piano music box – 
  Purple Heart. The winner of the drawing.
- Ken Rummer: Walnut hall bench – 
  Design from Wood Magazine July 12
- Mark Schillerstrom: Book Shelf
- E-man: Toy Car
- E-man: Toy Camera
- Tom Whalley: Fun – 
  How many nails can you stack?
- Tom Whalley: Vase – Dyed maple, 
  Norfork pine and Black Chenille fabric.
- Tom Whalley: Twisted ‘Ribbon Steptohedron’ 
   – 5000 pieces

Door prize drawing
The winners of the door prize drawing are: Mike 
Myers, Shawn Brown, Jerry Aalbers, Rick Place, 
Mark Schillerstrom, Phil Laudenklos, and
Paul Snider.

The next meeting will be October 8th at 
the Woodsmith store.

Continued from page 5

Ken Rummer

Mark Schillerstrom

Phil Smith
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Library News
Eugene Harms, Librarian

The library has added new DVDs by Woodwork-
ers Guild Of America. These videos are by George 
Vondriska. Many of you may recognize George 
from “Weekend with Wood”. He will present at 
the Woodsmith Workshop 2019 at Living History 
Farms. The video titles are listed below. Click on 
the link to take you to the library catalog entry to 
place a hold. Two new books were donated to the 
library from Wood Magazine. See below for the 
titles. A jig for making the 16-sided staved vase 
(Wood Magazine February 1998) was donated to 
the library by Jan Svec.

The librarian is looking for suggestions to add 
to the library collection. Contact Eugene Harms 
Librarian@dmwoodworkers.org with suggestions. 

New DVDs:
- Essential Woodworking Techniques, 
  Woodworkers Guild of America
- Router Table Essentials - Table Saw Joinery 
  (Woodworkers Guild Of America) (DVD) 
  (The Complete Woodworking video Collection )
- Setting Up and Using Jointers and Planers and 
  Great Shop Tips and Tricks 
- Advanced Table Saw Techniques & Must-Have
   Sharpening Techniques
- Kitchen Cabinets Part 1: Case Construction
- Kitchen Cabinets Part 2: Face Frames,
   Countertops, Doors and Drawers
- Chair Making Essentials

New Books:
- Yearn to Burn: A Pyrography Master Class: 
  18 Creative Woodburning Projects with 
  Step-by-Step
  Instructions (Fox Chapel Publishing)
- Woodburning Realistic Animals: 
  12 Step-by-Step Pyrography Projects of Birds, 
  Pets, and Wildlife (Fox Chapel Publishing)

To place a hold on any item in our library 

   •  Open a browser and go to:
        www.dmwoodworkers.org

    • Click on the LOGIN tab and enter your user  
       name and password

    • Click on the MEMBER tab and select Library

       Follow the instructions on the page to search 
       the library catalog and place a hold.

The librarian will pull the item from the library 
and have it ready for you to check out at the next 
member meeting. The library is open for brows-
ing 30 minutes before and after the monthly meet-
ing, and during the meeting break. Stop in check 
something out!

E-man E-man Phil Laudenklos.
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Time to Update Your 
Membership Information
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    

Have you moved?  Upgraded your tool inventory?  
Changed your email address? Want to get the newslet-
ter by email and save the club a stamp? It might be 
time to update your contact information, and all you 
need to do is to send Brain an email at  
data@dmwoodworkers.org. Thanks for helping us 
stay in touch with you!

Video of a Member’s shop is very popular agenda item 
at our monthly General Meetings. It is a great shop 
idea generator. Mike Crabb produces and edits these 
videos for the club. If you are willing to show other 
members your shop, give Mike a call at 
515-802-6822 or email him at 

 Video@dmwoodworkers.org

Club Website News 
www.dmwoodworkers.org 
Brian Messenger, Data Manager    

Reminder: You can pay your renewal dues 
with PayPal or a debit or credit card on our 
website, www.dmwoodworkers.org. Just select 
Online Payment from the menu once you log in. 


